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the right of alienation and under which they can at any time |

have it with the approval of the Secretary.

Mr. SPOONER. I was reading the wrong paper.

Mr. CLAPP. If there is nothing——

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I wish to say just a word.
The Senator from Wisconsin has referred to the fact that I
said some of the full bloods were capable. I do not think, tak-
ing the full bloods as a rule, that they are capable. Neither do
I think the half-breeds are capable. But there are a great many
Indians, who have a little Indian blood, who are very capable.
I do not want to have it understood that I disparage the abil-
ity of the full-blood Indian. I have known a great many In-
dians, and, as I said the other day, I can call to mind now an
Indian who would not be a disgrace to the Senate at any time—
an intelligent, active, full-blood Creek. He is an old man now,
that is true; but that is the only objection that could be made
to him. However, there are some old men in the Senate.

My intercourse with Indians for forty-five years has been
close, I have known now and then a full-blood Indian who
never came to any public notice who was as capable as the
average man in the community in which he lived, and some-
times many of them much more so. I knew an Indian called
Ouray. He was a Ute Indian. He was a chief, and he eame
from a long line of chiefs. He was a man of absolutely great
power and a man of good character. When we had difficulty
with the Indians, he was the man who went out and composed
the difficulty, and brought the Indians in, and did his part to
make them behave, I could name a number of instances of
that kind within the last forty-five years. History is full of
them. The condition, as to certain Indians, in western New
York, where I was brought up, still exists. We used to have
in the readers the speeches those men made. A great many
people supposed those speeches were written by somebody who
wanted to make a good speech. I have had made to me
speeches by Indians that were full of wit, sometimes amusing
and at otler times full of pathos, but full of intelligence, and
really very eloquent speeches. I know they were eloquent,
althongh the interpreter could not perhaps give full force to
what they were, and they expressed themselves as clearly as
any people in the world.

Mr. SPOONER. And always dignified.

Mr. TELLER. And always dignified, as the Senafor from
Wisconsin says. They usually had a sense of propriety which
belongs to intelligence. The Indian is not a barbarian in the
sense that many classes of the human race are. They have
certain laws which are just as binding on them as ours are upon
us, both morally and politically, and they adhere to them. They
are not to be considered as a weak-minded people. Like all
wild people and like all civilized people, they do succumb to the
use of intoxicating drinks, and that is one of the banes of their
lives. DBut they are not more so in the native state than the
white man is in his ordinary condition.

Mr. CLAPP. I now ask that the conference report be adopted.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the
conference report.

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President, I shall have nothing more to
say, but for the reasons which we have tried to bring out here
I hope the Senate will not adopt this report, but will send it
back to conference, I ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to
the report.

The yeas and nays were not ordered.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the
conference report.

Mr. TILLMAN.
quorum present. )

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Carolina
ra]ises the gquestion of a quorum. The Secretary will call the
roll.

The Secretary ealled the roll, and the following Senators
answered to their names:

I make the point of order that there is no

Bacon Cullom Hansbrough Piles
Berry Dillingham Heyburn Scott
Blackburn Dolliver Kean Simmons
Brandegee Dulwois Latimer Spooner
Bulkeley Elkins Long Sutherland
Burkett Flint MeCreary Tallaferro -~
Burrcws Foraker MeCumber Teller
Carter Foster Money Tillman
Clnp{} Fr{e Morgan Warner
Clark, Wyo. Fulton Newlands \\:arreu
Clay Gallinger Perkins Wetmore

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Forty-four Senators have answered
to their names. A guorum is not present.

Mr. KEAN. I ask that the absentees be called.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the names
of absent Senators.
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The Secretary called the names of absent Senators, and Mr.
Arvrisox responded to his name.

Mr. MORGAN. My colleague [Mr. Pertus] is detained by
sickness from the Chamber,

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Forty-five Senators have answered
to their names. A guorum is present.

Mr. TILLMAN. A quorum being present, I again renew nmy
reque‘tst for the yeas and nays on the adoption of the conference
report. L

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. FRYE. It is entirely evident that there is no voting
quorum present. Therefore I move that the Senate adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and (at 4 o'clock and 50 minutes
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, April
12, 1906, at 12 o’clock meridian.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Wepxespay, April 11, 1906.

The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. 1

Prayer by Rev. Hez Swem, pastor of the Second Baptist
Chureh, Washington, D. C.

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and
approved.

DEFINING AND REGULATING JURISDICTION OF UNITED BTATES
COURTS.

The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House the fol-
lowing Ilouse bill with a Senate amendment, the title of which
the Clerk will report. '

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. 12843) to amend the seventh section of an act entitled
“An act estabi!uhiapi] circuit courts of appeals and to define and regu-
late in such cases the Jjurisdiction of the courts of the United States,
and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1801.

The Senate amendment was read.

Mr. BRANTLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House con-
cur in the Senate amendment.

The motion was agreed to; and the amendment was con-
curred in.

LOWER BRULE BAND OF SIOUX TRIBE OF INDIANS IN SOUTH DAKOTA.

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent for the present consideration of the bill (8. 980),
and ask that the substitute be read in lieu of the original bill.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Dakota asks
unanimous consent for the present consideration of a Senate
bill, that the reading of the bill be dispensed with and the sub-
stitute read instead. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The
Chair hears none.

The Clerk read as follows:

An act (8. 980) to ratify an agreement with the Lower Brulé band of
the Sloux tribe of Indians in South Dakota, and making appropriation
to carry the same into effect.

Be it enacted, ete.,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is
hereby, authorized and directed, as hereinafter provided, to sell or dis-
pose of the west half of townships 106, 107, 108, 109, and 110 north,
range 27 west of the fifth dnclﬂal meridian, and fractional townships
106, 107, 108, 109, and 110 north, remge 78 west of the fifth principal
meridian, and fractional township 110 north, range 79 west of the
fifth principal meridian, the same being the western portion of the
Lower Brulé Indiapn Reservation in South Dakota, comprising approxi-
mately 56,500 acres: Provided, That sections 16 and 30 of the lands in
each township shall not be disposed of, but shall be reserved for the
use of the common schools and paid for by the United States at $1.25

r acre, and the same are hereby granted to the State of South Dakota
‘or such purpose: Provided further, That any Indians to whom allot-
ments have been made on the tract to be ceded may, in case they desire
to do so before said lands are offered for sale, relinquish same and select
allotments In lieu thereof on the diminished reservation.

8ec. 2. That the SBecretary of the Interior shall cause gald lands, ex-
cept sectlons 16 and 36 in each township, to be appraised by legal sub-
divisions, and when all of said lands have been appraised the same shall
be disposed of under the general provisions of the homestead laws of
the United States, and shall be opened to settlement and entry at not
less than their appraised value by proclamation of the President, which
proclamation shall preseribe the manuver in which these lands shall be
settled upon, occupied, and entered by persons entitled to make entry
thereof, and no person shall be permitted to settle upon, occupy, or
enter any of said lands, except as prescribed in suc roclamation,
until after the expiration of sixty days from the time when the same
are opened to settlement and entry: Provided, That the rights of hon-
orably discharged Union soldiers and sallors of the late civil and Span-
ishi wars and the Philippine insurrection, as defined and described in
sectlons 2304 and 2305 of the Revised Btatutes, as amended by the act

of March 1, 1901, shall not be abridged: Provided further, That the
price of sald lands when entered shall be that fix by the appraise-
ment or by the President, as herein provided for, which shall be paid

in accordance with rules and re¥ulations to be prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Interior, ll’]mn the following terms: One-fifth of the puor-
chase price to be ald in eash at the time of entry, and the balance in
five equal annual installments, to be paid in one, two, three, four, and
five years, respectively, from and alter the date of entry. In case any
éutryman fails to make the annual payments, or any of them, promptly
when due, all rights in and to the land covered by his entry shall cease,
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payments theretofore made shall be forfeited and the entry
ennceled, and the lands shall be reoffered for sale and entry: And pro-
vided further, That the lands embraced within such canceled entry
shall, after the cancellation of such entry, be subject to entry under
the provisions of the homestead law, at the appraised wvalue, until
otherwise directed by the President, as herein provided.

When the entryman shall have complied witlr all the requirements
and terms of the homestead laws as to settlement and residence and
ghall have made all the regquired payments aforesaid, he shall be enti-
tle¢ to a patent for the lands entered: Provided, That the entryman
shall make his final proofs in accordance with the homestead laws
within six years, but nothing in this aet shall prevent homestead set-
tlers from commuting their entries under section 2301, Revised Statutes,
by paying for the land entered the appralsed price, recelving credit for
{m_\'monta previously made, and that aliens who have declared- their
ntention to become citizens of the United States may become such
enirymen, but before making final proof and receiving patent they must
have received their full naturalization papers: Provided further, That
the fees and commissions to be paid in connection with such entries and
final proofs shall be the same as those now provided by law where the

rice of the land is $1.25 per acre: And provided further, That when,
n the jndgment of the I'resident, no more of the said land ecan be dis-
posed of at the appraised price, he may, by proclamation, to be re-
peated at his discretion, sell from time to time the remaining lands
gfbject to the provislons of the homestead laws, or otherwise as he may
deem most advantageous, at such lprlce or prices, in such manner, upon
guch conditions, with such restrictions, and upon such .terms as he
may deem best for all the interests concerned.

Swgc. 8. That the proceeds arising from the sale and disposition of the
lands aforesald, exclusive of the customary fees and commissions, shall,
after deducting the amounts of the expenses incurred from time to time
in connection with the appraisements and sales, be de{msited in the
Treasury of the United States to the credit of the Indians belonging
and having tribal rights on the Lower Brule Reservation, and shall
be expegded for their benefit, under the direction of the Secretary of
the Interior.

SEc. 4, That there is hereby appropriated, out of any money In the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $5,000, or so much
thereof as may be necessary, to pay for the lands granted to the State
of South Dakota, as provided in this act, and for the necessary ex-
penses of appraising said lands as provided herein: Provided, That the
money expended in appralsing said lands shall be reimbursable and
shall be deducted from the proceeds received from the sale thereof.
SEC. §. That the Secretary of the Interlor is hereby vested with full
power and authority to make all needful rules and regulations as to
manner of sale, notice of same, and other matiers incident to the car-
rying out of the l}mvlslons of this act, and with aunthority to reap-
praise said lands if deemed necessary from time to time, and to con-
tinue making sales of the same, in accordance with the provisions of
this act, until all of the lands shall have been disposed of : Prorided,
That all lands herein ceded and opened to settlement under this act
remalning vndisposed of at the expiration of five years from the tnking
effect of this act shall be sold and disposed of for cash, under rules an
regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, not more
than G40 acres to any one purchaser,

Swuc. 6. That nothing in this act contalned shall in any manner bind
the United States to purchase any portion of the land herein described,
except sections 16 and 36 or the equivalent in each township, or to
dispose of sald land except as provided herein; or to guarantee to find
purchasers for saild lands, or any portion thereof, it being the inten-

and ans'

tion of this act that the United States shall act as trustee for said |

Indians to dispose of said lands and to expend and pay over and ex- |
of battle.

gend the proceeds recelved from the sale thereof only as received, as
erein provided.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object,
I would like to ask If this bill has been unanimously reported
from the committee?

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. Mr. Speaker, this bill only af- g
at the front faithfully discharging his duties. A formidable

fects two townships, and it is strictly in accordance with the
agreement made with the Indians in February, 1906——

Mr. WILLIAMS. I did not ask the gentleman that; I asked
whether this is a unanimous report of the committee. ;

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. It is a unanimous report from
the committee.

Mr, WILLIAMS. Then I have no objection.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The
Chair hears none.
~ The amendment in the nature of a substitute was agreed to;
the bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.

The title was amended so as to read: “An act to authorize the
sale of a portion of the Lower Brule Reservation in South Da-
kota, and for other purposes.”

On motion of Mr. Burke of South Dakota, a motion to recon-
sider the last vote was laid on the table.

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. Mr. Speaker, I now ask that
House bill 9306 lie on the table, it being a similar bill.

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. [After
a pause.] The Chair hears no objection.

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL.

On motion of Mr. OversTrReET, the House resolved itself into
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for
¢he further consideration of the bill H. R. 16953—the Post-Office
appropriation bill—Mr, SHERMAN in the chair.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield fifteen minutes
to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BAxwon].

Mr. BANNON. Mr. Chairman, during the debate in this House
on the subject of the engagement on Mount Dajo between our
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forces and a large band of Moro robbers and cutthroats dis-
paraging reference has been made to the military operations of
Gen. Jacob H., Smith on the island of Samar; and in the press
of the country a comparison has been made hetween the Samar
campaign and that on the island of Jolo. I happen to be familiar
with General Smith's record, and to the end that justice may be
done him I shall take the liberty of setting it forth.

This is the legislative branch of the Government, where every
Member has the right to entertain and express his views on
matters of publie importance and concerning the welfare of the
nation. We are answerable to our own consciences and our own
obligations. To differ with the President is not only our privi-
lege, but a duty which must not be shirked when our views are
irreconcilable with his. Politically I always have been and still
am his ardent supporter, and personally his warm admirer.

On this occasion I do not differ with him, and from the re-
ports received so far I think it is apparvent that no discredit
has been brought upon the American Army. Our policy in the
Philippines is simply being carried out. The islands became
ours as a resuit of war. I only wish the fortunes of war had
never placed them under our authority, but the responsibility
Is now ours, and it must be assumed. We ean not evade If
Our duty is plain, The inhabitants of the islands must respect
the American flag. They owe allegiance to the United States
of America. Rebellion can not and will not be tolerated. The
laws must be obeyed, and we owe a duty to the inhabitants
of the island to protect them in their lives and their property
from the depredations of marauders, outlaws, thieves, and
murderers. There ean be no civilization without law and order;
and civilization can not be maintained unless the law is en-
forced. Resistance to law, defiance of it, must be met by force
and overcome, and we can not weigh in a delicate balance just
how much force must be uged to accomplish the end.

But the case of General Wood is a complete vindication of
the case of General Smith. This I will endeavor to establish
by the facts.

What is the military record of General Smith?

General Smith was a soldier of many wars. When the call
to arms resounded throughout this country in 1861 he organ-
ized a company, was mustered into the military service of
the United States, and was soon at the front. At Shiloh he
suffered a severe gunshot wound. He was taken from the
field of battle and sent home dangerously sick. Bnt an iron
constitution and a strong will power soon asserted themselves,
and he recovered and returned to his command. General Grant
recommended that he be brevetted for gallantry on the field
He served throughout the civil war as a volunteer,
and at its c¢lose entered the Regular Army. Years of his life
were spent on the Ameriean frontier in various Indian cam-
paigns. In the war with Spain he went to Cuba with our
troops and, although not the hero of that war, he now carries
in his body a bullet from the rifle of a Spanish soldier. Ie
was then sent to the Philippines, and while there was always
insurrection broke cut in Samar. General Smith was sent to
quell it

Let us now examine what Smith did in Samar and what
Wood has done in Jolo.

When Smith arrived at Samar he found that the small gar-
rison of the United States Army at Balangiga had been mas-
sacred by the natives. The garrison was surrounded by treach-
erous murderers while in its mess room at breakfast., Our
soldiers were surprised—caught unarmed—and with neither the
means nor opportunity of defense were most cruelly and bru-
tally murdered. After the bodies were horribly mutilated the
assassins left for the interior of the island. It was not until
after General Smith viewed the result of this terrible slaughter—
this wanton murder of American soldiers—that he gave the
order for which he has been g0 much eriticised. This order
was construed by Major Waller in accordance with the laws
of war and General Military Orders No. 100; and Major Waller
repeatedly testified before the court-martial the interpretation
he put upon this order and that the meaning conveyed by it
wias that only those opposing the Army—those engaged in actual
hostilities—in active operations against it, were to be killed.
He did not tell Major Waller that quarter was not to be given.
For this order General Smith was court-martialed, and the
verdict of the court, while finding that he did use certain ob-
jectionable language, found him not guilty of directing that
the giving of guarter was not desired: not gullty of ordering
that all persons capable of bearing arms were to be killed;
and, further, that his directions were to kill only those engaged
in actual hostilities. An admonition, I believe, was recom-
mended, but, unfortunately for General Smith, he had reazhed
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that period in life when he was subject to retirement on ac-
count of age by executive order, and what followed is a matter
of history. No doubt the President yielded to what he thought
was a popular demand and did what he believed to be right.
But what caused General Smith to issue such an order? Iy
whom was it suggested? What were his instructions?

On Oectober 27 General Chaffee wrote directions and gave
orders to General Smith as follows: ;

I am also sending you the Florida, which Is armed with a couple of
gatling and cther guns for work in the stralt, with a view to stop
the damned nonsense of sup{:]yinE Bamar from Leyte. * * * 7]p
wonld not be possible to ask that Leyte be put in the military eolumn
untll T hear from you officially. . I think, with youn, that it should be

D Sl do not propose to per you at all, but, on the
contrary, give you all the assistance you need to crush the insurrectlon
In Samar, and, as you eay, Lukban shall not be governor of Bamar if
we can prevent it, and 1 think you can, I recognize that it Is a difi-
cult job to catch a weasel when loose in a country so bushy and fm-

assable as Is Bamar, No doubt there are many places unknown to the

oops  where rice I8 grown in cient amonnt to feed a few wood
mice. Therefore it may surprise {ou 1 ently to find they are able
to flll their stomachs when believed they have had nothing at
all, * ¢ & TThe interlor must be made a wilderness if that is the
only remedy.

What is that but the famous order to make a wilderness of
the fsland? General Smith issued such an order, but when he
did so he had in his possession the exact language used by him.
in a letter which was written deliberaiely by his superior when
not under the excitement necessarily attendant upon the view of
a human slaughterhouse.

In various orders and directions given to General Smith by
General Wheaton, beginning in 1900, the last order being dated
November, 1901, General Wheaton, advising General Smith of
the movement of the bands of Filipinos and in making reference
to some wells, says:

If possible attack these hands and exterminate them, which will save
officers falling into and injuring them internally (the officers, and not
the wells) and then taking murderers red-handed and bringing them to
the slow justice of the couorts. = General Grant has just made a very
successful cleaning out of a rendezvous of guerrilias and robbers in the
mountaing, killing forty and destroying seventy-five bulldings and a
large quantity of ammunition and supplies.

In another letter he says:

One must never be surprised at the rascality of the Filipinos. This
anent your account of Ruscas rascallty. A more unmitigated lot of
scoundrels and rascals never went unhung.

And in another letter he directs Smith as follows:

Do not allow the question of drills or instructions of the troops to
take any precedence over exterminatin: armeéd bands. There have
lately been indications of renewed activity on the part of assassins in
your district. Pursue them unrelentingly. If possible, run them down
and make an end of them. Less endeavor to pay rent and more to klil
utjte t;ltllulns infesting the department will have a good effect on the
eituation.

In June, 1901, he says:

Numbers are belng murde:-d, towns fired Into, and attachments am-
bushed. The best way to nc otlate is to chase the scoundrels night and
day and administer good me.!cine to them whenever possible.

In still another he urges haste, because of the volunteers that
are shortly to leave the island, and says:

Keep chasing-any bands you can. Get a clue as to their staying, or
running, places and chase them off the face of the earth, I am much
pleased with results so far as accomplished in your district. ILet the
good work gpo on until a child can, unmolested, carry a bag of pesos
anywhere, We wlill do this if we have to hang the last Dlack rascal in
the department. Exterminate without merey the assassins, whose in-
humane outrages are-a blot upon humanity,

In November, 1901, he writes General Smith:

I thoronghly understand your difficulties, and I know that yon wiil do
all that can be done with the force furnished you. The many mistakes
made out here are beginning to show thelr effect, and unless some peo-
ple get over the “Ilittle brown brother” and * r lttle Darefoot™
sllliness the so-called * war " will be protracted indefinitely.

These instructions were written to Smith while he was in the
midst of his Samar campaign. e

On October 5§, 1901, when Smith was sent to Samar, and im-
mediately under the command of General Hughes, after in-
structing hiin as to the best mode of carrying on the eampaign
on the island of Samar and where to locate his troops, he writes
“to subjugate the savages of that section and to cut off insur-
recto supplies and assistance from Leyte.” He continues fur-
ther:

The object of locating the three heavy companles across this line is
to give them a fair opportunity to kill off the bands of uiter savages
who have hibernated in the brush in that vicinity, their favorite haunts
being Salcedo, Quinapundan, Pambujan, Om ng, the Ulpper Asuaz,
Tanguip, and Naubag. The books call them heathens, and 1 guezs they
are all that with Moro tendencies. Simple burning out ngp&ars to do
no good ; they want to be stayed with and either killed or ticated.

The order given by General Smith will not compare in cruelty
with an order to *“exterminate without mercy.” If General
Smith's order was so violent as to evidence his unfitness to serve
in the Army of the United States, what do you think of the
language I have quoted?

It will thus be seen that General Smith not only had prece-

dent and authority for using the langnagze he was charged with
using, but that aunthority to carry out his orders was conferred
upon him in writing by his superiors In command. ChafTee told
him to make the island a wilderness, if that was the only
remedy. Wheaton wrote him not only to kill, but to extermi-
nate, and to exterminate without mercy, while Huzhes advizes
that burning out is not sufficient, but that killing also must be
resorted to. Here we have In writing the very language General
Smith was charged with uttering. I do not condemn the lan-
gunge in these letters. The men using it were American gol-
diers, and every patriotie American ought to give support to the
Army shich protects him. These officers knew the problems
they had to face; they knew the fces they were dealing with.
Sayages can not be fought in a civilized manner, and we must
stand by the men who fight our battles, who suffer the most
severe hardships, and who must face a eruel, savage foe. They
are the judges of what kind of force is necessary.

But General Smith guelled the insurrcction in a few days.
The laws of war were not violated. Secretary Root found as a
fact, and so advised the President, with reference to General
Smith's orders, that—

No wonien or children or hel
T T SE el éjf o ehng‘piesa persons or noncombatants were put

What order did General Wood give? We do not know. The
report 1s that he was present practieally throughout the entire
action. He was in command. He telegraphs that a consider-
able number of women and children were killed in the fight,
the number being unknown. In other words, Smith killed
neither women nor children; Wood did. Woed is warmly
praised and commended by the President. His commendation
is General Smith's vindication.

Both General Smithh and General Wood faced a relentless,
merciless, and treacherous foe. The towns in Samar are on the
coast. The interior is a jungle, well-nigh impenetrable, and
can only be reached by our soldiers after the greatest of hard-
ships. After the Balangiga massacre the natives fled to the
interfor. It was necessary to bring them back. General Smith
did so. Every written order given by him provided for the
humane treatment of these savages, encouraged them to return
to the const, and ample provision was made for feeding them.
General Wood drove to the mountains a band of savage murder-
ers and robbers who had been a menace for months to the
peaceable natives and Ameriean soldiers. Robbery and murder
had been rampant. They resisted until the last member of their
band was slain or rendered helpless. The taking of life is
always deplorable, but occasionally necessity in war demands it.
We should always stand by the men swho are on the firing line
gn& Isupport our soldiers who must fight for us on the ficld o

attle. y

In contending with a savage foe the rules of civilized warfare
can not apply, for the very good reason that savages will not
themselves adopt such rules. In the Philippine Islands the
American soldiery must contend with such an enemy; but even
in the case of General Wood, as it seems to me, the laws of civil-
ized warfare have not becn viclated. The instroctions for the
government of the armies of the United States in the field were
prepared by Francis Lieber, a noted German asuthority on inter-
national law, and these instructions are known as General
Orders, No. 100, and were issued April 24, 1863, and approved by
President Lincoln.

Section 14 of these instructions provides that—

Military necessity, as understood by modern civilized nations, con-
sigts in the mnecessity of those measures which are lnd;spensnbl'e for

securing the ends of the war, and which are lawful according to the
modern war and usages of war.

Section 15 provides that—
Military ne-ccssltg admits of all direct destruction of life or llmb of

armed enemlies, and of other persons whose destruction i3 incldentally
unavoidable In the armed contests of the war.

Section 44 provides that—

All wanton vieclence committed against persons in the invaded coun-
try and all wounding, maiming, or killing of such inhabitants may be
punished by death.

From the evidence now before us it does not scem that there
was any “wanton® destruction of human life, but, on the con-
trary, it does appear from reports yet unconfirmed that the
necessities of General Wood's campalgn against the Moros
compelled the killing of some women and children incidentally
unavoidable in this battle with savages.

There is nothing new in this question. Those who made the
early seftlements in this country were obliged to strive with
savages, and the methods used by them do not differ from the
methods necessary in the Philippines fo-day.

The early colonists of Massachusetts understood the question.
They never hesitated in the face of the enemy. Longfellow, in
The Courtship of Miles Standish, explains the methods of the
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Pilgrim Fathers in dealing with savages. I commend to those
who criticise the conduct of the American army in the Philip-
pines Longfellow’s famous description of the Pilgrims’ council
of war:

Near them was standing an Indlan, in attitode stern and defiant,
Naked down to the walst, and grim and ferocious in as%r:ct:
While on the table before them was lying unopened a Bible,
Tonderous, bound in leather, brass-studded, printed in Holland,

And beslde it outstretched the skin of a rattlesnake glittered,

Filled, like a quiver, with arrows; a slgnal and challenge of warfare,
Brought by the Indian, and speaking with arrowy tongues of defiance.
This Miles Standish beheld, as he entered, and heard them debating
What were an answer bLefitting the hostile message and menace,

Talking of this and of that, contiriving, suggesting, objecting;

One volce only for peace, and that the voice of the Elder,

Judging it wise and well that some at least were converted,

Rather than any were slain, for this was but Christian behavior !

Then out spake Miles Standish, the stalwart Captain of Plymouth,
Muttering deep in his throat, for his voice was husky with anger,
“Yhat! do you mean to make war with milk and the water of roses?
Is it to shoot red s?ulrrels yon have your howltzer planted

There in the roof of the charch, or is it to shoot red devils?

Truly the only tongue that is understood by a savage

Mnst be the tongue of fire that speaks from the mounth of the cannon!"
Thereupon answered and sald the excellent Elder of Plymouth,
Bomewhat amaged and alarmed at this irreverent language:

“ Not so thought 8t. Paual, nor yet the other Apostles ; -
Not from the cannon’s mouth were the tongues of fire they spake with !
But unheeded fell this mild rebuke on the Captain,

Who had advanced to the table, and thus continued discoursing:

“ Leave the matter to me, for to me by right it pertaineth.

War Is a terrible trade; but In the eause that is righteous,

Sweet is the smell of powder; and thus I answer the challenge!™
Then from the rattlesnake's skin, with a sudden, contemptuous gesture,
Jerking the Indlan arrows, he filled It with powder and bullets

Full to the very jaws, and handed it back to the savage,

Saving, in thundering tones: ** Here, take it! This is our answer!"
Silently out of the room then glided the glistening savage,

Hearing the serpent’s skin, and seeming himself like a serpent,
Winding his sinuous way in the dark to the depths of the forest.

This was the way the Pilgrim Fathers dealt with this ques-
tion of peace and war, and so it is with the Filipinos. They
must recognize the authority of the United States; they mmust
obey the law. Murder and robbery, disobedience to law, will
not be tolerated in the Philippine Islands, and the sooner the
jnhabitants understand that the better it will be for them.
We offer them civilization, good government, law, and order. If
some of the inhabitants will not accept that, but prefer to resist
our authority and to plunder and murder those who do respect
our authority, we must use sufficient force to compel them to do
so. [Applause.]

To illustrate the character of these Moros I append inter-

“T have no idea of the exact conditions surrounding the battle of
Dajo, but I imagine from what I know of that part of Jolo that the
band of outlaws, who were cxterminated, had Imilt a village Iu the
crater of an extinet voleano, and having been unmelested for some time,
they naturally were joined by their families.

“ While the Morus are fatallsts and will plunge Into battle resard-
less of death, yet in the face of their foes they lecome panic-stricken
and totally incapable of consecutive thought.

“IWhen surrounded by the American troops and all points of exit
absolutely eut off the Moros will not surrender: neither will the
quietly sit down Lehind fortifications and fight their lust battle witn
method or precislon, Instead, they will grasp their knlves and other,
arms and dash about in a frenzy. Their love and tenderness for c¢hil-
dren will ¢reate in them a wild desire to save them. Instead of leav-
ing them in places of safety, where they would not be molested by the
troops, the Moros grab up the children and run toward the enemy’s
lines in an effort to break through and save them.

“ Moro outlaws in Jolo have n severely punished by the Govern-
ment in the past few years, and of course they will fight desperately
to avoid being capmred-.

TAKE OATH TO KILL.

“The desperate character of the Individual Moro can best he under-
stood by eciting a few of their peculiarities. Under the Spanish Gov-
ernment and since Moros were prone to take an oath before the Mo-
hammedan priest, becoming tlmrebf' jura mentado, which pledges them-
gelves to die while killing iniidels. I’regaramr}' to starting out on
their bloody enterprise the Moros will shave thelr eyebrows, cut off
their finger and toe nalls, and then, arming themselves with keen-edzed
knives, dash out upon unsuspecting Christians and kill until they in
turn are killed. After l:ocomln{: jura mentado a Moro would be dis-
graced if he did not die while killing Christians.

“Then there is another class of desperadoes, and that Is composed
of Moros who have determined upon suicide. As their religlon econ-
demns self-destruction, these men will run * amok ™ (amuck), killing
all who come in their way, nor will they cease until death overiakes
them. The on]g difference between the latter and former class of
Morog is that the former kill only Christians, while the latter usually
st;art in on the ones nearest to them, even though they may be their
wives.

*The trouble which the aunthorities encounter In dealing with the
outlaws is that they are supported by their family and friends. When-
ever a Moro has committed some act that would entail punishment he
immediately allies himself with some band of outlaws. If it stopped
there it would not Le so bad, but every one of his friends supports him
in his outlawry and wiil go to great lengths to prevent his capture.

“ Becoming -* jura mentado' wag discontinued by Colonel Pratt, of
the Twenty-third Infantry, the first governor of Sulu, who sent word
to the Sultan of Sulu that if such practices continved he would send
a regiment of soldlers into Malbun, the capital of Sulo, and let them
Fecome jura mentado, too."

Captaln Cloman’s statement regarding the characteristics of the
Moros oxiﬂa!ns how it might be possible that children woald be killed
in a conflict between the American troops and the Moros. Even thouzh
a Moro warrior may have a child under one arm, he has a kaife in the

| other hand, which he wili Insist opon wielding as longz as he has

| strength,

views of Major Scott and Captain Cloman from the Washington '

Post.
Major Scott said:

* The Mount Dajo fight is nothing more than the proper chastisement
of a band of outlaws, whose resistance to the authority of the United
States and their own chiefs never at any time rose to the dignity of a
national or raclal issue.”

The foregoing statement was made by Major Scott, who just arrived
in this city direct from Manila, and to whom General Wood referred
the question of the fight in his cabie to the War Department yesterday.

* 1 ean speak from experience.” said Major Scott, * for I have spent

elght months trying to get the Moros to settle down. They are simply
an outlaw band, completely destitute of religion, racial or political
significance, and I know the tpe\.-ople of the southern islands are more
than glad that these midnight marauders are at last put out of busi-
ness.
“In the old days before the arrival of the American, the chiefs and
datos were unable to put a stop to the plundering and piilaging of this
band of outlaws. The authority of Spain was merely nominal, and its
representatives could do nothing against such depredations.

THIEVERY STOPFPED.

“ Now things are different. The United States, by a combination of
tact and judgment, has managed through its excellent officers in the
I'hilippines to put a stop to this wholesale thievery, and 1 am confident
that t?:e Mount Dajo fight will be the last of its kind. The members
of this band were outlaws in the eyes of their own people, The datos
and chiefs wanted them Dbrought to terms as badly as did the Ameri-
eans. I reasoned with them for months and am convinced that they
would never have listened to reascn. People over there look upon the

ght about the same as we think of a running fight with a Jesse James
ANng.
el Those who think the disturbance was caused by religlous troubles
are mistaken. The United States has never Interfered with the rell-
gion of the islands, as other nations have done in thelr administration
of the people. As a result our people have escaped the broils and petty
insurrections that fell to the heritage of other Christian nations.

““The Malay Islands have always been more or less troubled with
outlaws. About a century ago the better-disposed inhabitants of the

rovince of Sarawak, in the northern part of Bormeo, invited an Eng-
Plahmnu. James Brooke, to come over and be their rajah. Ile did so,
drove out the outlaws, and Exve them such a strong and substantial
rovernment that on his death Sarawak passed to the control of Great
jritain and has remained so ever since. In like manner the betier
class of people in Jolo feel thus toward the United States.”

Additional light is thrown upon the Moro situation by Capt. Bydney
Cloman, former governor of Tawi Tawl, a group of islands in the Sula
Archipelngo. Captain Cloman spent two years and a half among the
Moros, during which time he made an especial study of the character-
istics of the people.

THEY LIE, STEAL, AND KILL.

“The Moros,” said he, *“ are a fatallstie race of people, possessing, as

far as I was able to ascertain, but one redeeming feature. They will

lie, steal, and kill, but their love for their wives and children is very
notlceab

le.

Consequently In firing upon the crazed but dangerous Moros
it would be more than probable that some children would be injured,

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield twenty minutes
to the gentleman from California [Mr. HAYES].

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Chairman, in a matter involving a com-
prehensive knowledge of the various departments of the pastal
service in the United States I should not venture to set up my
opinion against the opinions of the members of the Commities
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. I freely admit that this eam-
mittee has carefully considered—much more carefully than I
possibly could—every item that they have incorporated into the
pending bill. They have no deubt had in full view all the needs
of the various departmments of the service and lhave given such
appropriation to each department as under all the conditions, in
their judgment, seemed wise. In what I am to say I do not
desire to be understood as undertaking to criticise the com-
mittee, either individually or collectively, for anything in the

! present bill, or for a failure to incorporate any feature that any

Member or Members of this House might wish to see in it;, but
in one important respect my judgment, based upon the informa-
tion disclosed in the report of the committee, is not thoroughly
in accord with the judgment of the committee as expressed in
this bill. I believe that it will be generally admitted that the
postal clerks in the first and second class post-offices of the
United States work the longest hours and receive the poorest
pay of any class of Government employees. I note with pleas-
ure, therefore, that in the pending bill an item of $300,000 is
incorporated for obligatory promotions, mostly among the poorer
paid elerks of this branch of the service. I regret that the com-
mittee did not make this appropriation very much larger.

1 herewith submit a tabulated statement of the number of
clerks of the different grades who are to be employed in the first®
and second class offices in the fiseal year 1907, from which it
appears that 17,780 clerks will receive a salary of $900 or less,
while but 7,696 clerks will receive above $900.

Compensation to clerks in first and second class post-officcs under the
pending bill.

B el R e e e e e S £400

900 clerks, at - e e et e L = 500
3, GO0 clerks, at. = e e 600
4, 565 clerks, at___ ——  TOO
5, 010 clerks, at_ =2 800
8400 cleri Rt e e 200
2,735 clerks, at. N - 1,000
s ) L e e e e X TN
1, 820 clerks, at e e 2
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445 ‘clerks, at________ __ §1, 300
530 elerks, at 1, 400
122 clerks, at_ = 1, 500
105 clerks, at- s 1, 60O
11D elerks, at—_ 1, TU0
G0 clerks, at 1, 800
77 clerks, at- 2, 000
16 clerks, at 2,100
290 clerks, at e g WOL
25 clerks, at_ 2. 400
6 clerks, at 2. 500
21 clerks, at T 2, 400
17 clerks, at 2,700
G clerks, at__ 8, 000
4 clerks, at 3, 200
25, 486

The occupation of a post-office clerk is not a sinecure. The
clerk has no fixed hours, but must continue at his work until
it is done. He is even not always on duty continuously, but
must often report for a certain number of hours of work in
the morning, other hours in the afternoon, and still others in
the night, depending on the time of arrival and departure of
the mails. 1t is stated by those in a position to know that the

average working day the year through of the postal clerks in |

the first and second class offices of the counfry is ten and one-
half to eleven hours, and during the busier seasons these hours
are extended to twelve and even fourteen and fifteen hours out
of the twenty-four, and for these extra hours the clerk gets
no additional pay. Besides the hours that he directly devotes
to the performance of his duties in the office, he must spend
considerable time at home in the study of his distribution
schemes, It must be apparent to anyone who makes even a
superficial examination of the subject that the postal clerk is
a very hard-worked and poorly paid employee.

It is a mistakeh idea that anybody can be a postal clerk. A
successful postal clerk must be a man of some education. He
must have a gquick and retentive mind, and must be able to
remember and forget with about equal facility, as the changing
conditions make it necessary for him to be constantly recasting
his distribution and mailing schemes.

In view of these well-known facts I unhesitatingly assert
that up to this time the postal clerks of the first and second
class offices have not received the consideration at the hands
of this House that they should. No man capable of performing
the duties of a postal clerk is adeguately compensated by $600
or even $900 per year. A man fit to be a clerk can not live and
properly support his family on $50 or $60 per month; and
since, if he gets into debt, he is liable to lose his position, he is

often between the devil and the deep sea, and it is no wonder |

that three-fourths of the postal clerks regard their positions as
only temporary, and are looking for an opportunity to better
their conditions by obtaining employment outside carrying

higher salaries, to the great loss of the service in the large |

cities of the United States. A man without any education and
without any technical knowledge or experience can procure
fifty or sixty dollars per month, and often seventy-five, or more,
driving an express wagon or a grocer’s delivery cart, where all
the intellectual effort necessary is that to guide his horses.

Mr, STERLING, Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a
question?

Mr. HAYES. Certainly.

Mr. STERLING. Do you not think that the postal clerks
are paid just as well as the letter carriers and the rural deliv-
ery carriers, both city and eountry?

Mr. HAYES. I am perfectly willing to admit that in other
departments of the service what I am saying as to the clerks
wonld equally apply.

Mr. STERLING. I think your proposition is entirely right,
so far as that is concerned. The clerks should be paid more,
but they certainly are paid as well as the letter carriers, both
in the city and in the country.

Mr. HAYES. I am perfectly willing to admit that the car-
riers do not receive what they ought to receive.

Mr. STERLING. All ought to recelve more than they do.

Mr. HAYES. I do think, however, that in comparison with

the other departments of the Post-Office service and the em- |

ployees of the other Departments of the Government the postal
clerks are the poorest paid of any class of Government em-
ployees.

1 am aware that the fiscal year 1905, which is the last year
of which we have a complete record, shows a deficit in the
Post-Office Department of over $14,000,000, and I presume that
the present year and the year 1007 will show nearly as large
deficits. With such a deficiency staring the Committee on
Post-Offices and Post-Roads in the face I ean understand their
reluctance to largely increase the salaries in any department of
the service. and yet I believe it is a mistake to gauge our
appropriations for salary purposes by the receipts of the Post-

Office Department. This Department of the Government should
not be considered solely as a revenue-producing agency. It
has been created and exists primarily for the use and conven-
fence of the people, and I have never heard a public eriticism
passed upon appropriations calenlated to extend this conven-
ience, or to improve the service, or to increase salaries con-
fessedly too low.

During the last few years Congress has created and vastly
extended the rural free-delivery service. I mnotice that the
amount carried by the present bill includes $28,000,000 for this
branch of the service. Were it not for the policy which has
created and continues the expansion of this service, the de-
ficlency of $14,000,000 would be transformed into a surplus of
a like amount. I do not wish to be understood as criticising
in any way the policy as to this part of the service. I believe
that no money spent by the Government is better expended, but
I do not believe that the people of the United States desire the
postal clerks to pay for this convenience to the country popu-
lation of the United States nor any part of it; and yet I am
sure that if the present deficiency of $14,000,000 were trans-
formed into a surplus of a like amount, the Committee on
Post-Offices and Post-Roads would gladly devote a much larzer
sum to promotions and increases of salaries in this part of the
service than the present bill carries.

Five thousand promotions, chiefly in the six and seven hun-
dred dollar classes, are provided for in the present bill. I un-
dertake unhesitatingly to assert that no less than three times
this number of promotions should be provided for. Any clerk
having served fhree years in the Department, who can not
earn $1,000 per year, is unfit to be in the Department at all
and should be dismissed; and it seems to me that we should,
by our legislation, in some manner give the elerks in this Depart-
ment of the service to understand that if they prove efficient
and faithful, by a series of regular promotions they may hope
in a few years to come to the point where they may enjoy a
salary of at least $1,000 per year, and this as an act of justice
due from the Government of the United States. This is as
small an amount as a man of some education, refinement, and
experience should be asked to work a year for.

I herewith present a comparative table showing the number
of clerks in each grade from $600 to §900 per year and the clerks
| above $900 per year in the service for the years 1905, 19006,
and 1907. The clerks in the four grades, $600, $700, $300, and
| $000 per year aggregate two-thirds of the total force employed,
| and the proportionate number of those receiving these low sal-
| aries is constantly increasing. In the year 1905 66 per cent
| of the postal clerks were in these four grades. In 1906 there
| were 67 per cent of the total in these grades, while under the
present bill 68.3 per cent are to receive between $600 and $000
per year, and only 31.7 per cent more than $300 per year.

Table showing salaries of postal clerks in first and sccond class offices
for the fiscal years named, crcept clerks under $600 per year.

{
|
1 Balary, 1905. | 1908. 1907,

i DAL PO e maseam e i e s s et 4,23 3,500
| $700 per year.. e 4,155 4,665
DA B e, NS e =y T L i et 4,55 5,010
| POrYORT. . i 2,755 8,400
| Under $1.000 DAT FORY - . ... oo aiicanmoarsnanas masaananns 14,215 | 15,418 18,565
All 31,000 per year and AbOVe . cucceeecereccenceennenannan .25 | 7,570 7,608
Total clerks §800 per year and above........_.... 21,510 | 22,988 24,261
| Increasein numberreceiving §1,000 yearandabove.|........ 255 126
| Increase in number receiving less than §1,000 per year. |........ 1,808 1,148
Per centof total under §1.000 . oo 66 a7 88.3
Per cent of total 31,000 and 8bOVe e eeececcceeccece i eenee 84 31.7

It therefore appears that while 5,000 promotions are provided
for in the present bill, the condition of the clerks in the De-
partmnent, as a body, is " getting no better fast.” In view of
this situation, what encouragement is there to the clerk to con-
tinue in the Department or to strive to be more eflicient and
faithful when there is no certainty that any promotion awaits
| him even at the end of many years of faithful and eflicient
service? .

In one of the second-class post-offices in my district there are
twelve clerks receiving less than $800 per year, who have been
in the service more than one year. Those receiving $800 have
served as follows: One eighteen years, 1 five years, 1 four
years, 2 three years, and 1 two years. Three recelve $700
per year, serving as follows: One three and one-half years, 1
one and one-half years, and 1 over one year. Tlree are re-
| ceiving $600 per year who have served over one year. In the
money-order departinent of this office are working side by side
two clerks, doing exactly the same work, involving the same




1906.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

- 5061

responsibility, and requiring a like degree of efficiency, and yet
one is receiving $1,000 per year and the other $700, and the
effort of the postmaster to secure a promotion for the last-named
clerk has, for a year or two past, been without result. I have
no doubt that this office is typical of nearly all the offices in the
United States, ns I have had repeated and urgent requests from
the postmasters in my district asking me to see If 1 could not
do something to improve the conditions and increase the salaries
of the postal clerks.

As probably a fair example of the first-class post-offices in the
United States, I desire to call attention briefly to the post-office
at Omaha, Nebr. On December 1 last there were 103 clerks
employed in this office. Of these employces twenty-one were
drawing $600 per year, fourteen were drawing $700, fifteen were
drawing $800 per year, and fourteen were drawing $900 per year.
It will thus be seen that two-thirds of the clerks in this office
were drawing less than $1,000 per year.

There is another view of this matter. A regular and general
increase of salary would, in my judgment, in the end prove to
be a very profitable policy for the Government. Clerks working
at six hundred, seven hundred, eight hundred, and nine hundred
dollars per year must necessarily regard their positions as tem-
porary, to be abandoned when they can secure anything better
outside, and many of them are securing better-paying positions.
It takes some time and requires a large amount of attention on
the part of the older clerks to make of green, Inexperienced
men, however naturally efficient they may be, valuable postal
clerks, and the Department is annually losing a very large per-
centage of these clerks by reason of the policy of the Govern-
ment in paying poor salaries and denying to this class of its
employees promotions and increases of salary due them by every
rule of business and justice.

In this connection I beg to quote from the postmaster at
Omaha, Nebr., who, in an interview with him printed by the
Omaha Bee on the 4th day of the past month, says that twenty-
four of his clerks resigned during the past year and have been
replaced with new, inexperienced men. This is nearly 25 per
cent of his clerieal force. He says:

To get valuable service out of these recruits, who In many Instances
seek employment in the Government service under the impression that
it is only play and no work, our best clerks must be detailed to teach
them what they must do. A short trial and a new man must he taken
in, and so the teaching business must be continued—so that the work
in the office must be done bﬁ the loyal few, and I must require the
clerks to work overtime, until the best ones, drawing only living pay,
will become disgusted and leave.

Again he says:

The low salarles are not economical. Inferlor men, without any
ambition to work and who will not study and learn the schemes be-
cause they do not care whether they keep their job or not, are costing
the Government at least $1,000 a year for every necessary man in my
service.

For instance, I have thirty-two men In the malling department. If
slxteen of these men eould do as well as four old-time clerks, who are
spending much of their time in teaching recruits, I believe that the work
conld be done by the sixteen men—one-half of the present force. I do
not mean by thfs that the men now in the department are ignorant or
weak men. The only complaint is that they have not had the experience,
and with the present salaries I can not expect to keep them long enough
go that they may gain the experience, In short, the clerks are not paid
enough, and every clerk In this Omaha office and every first-class office
in the country ought to be pald as the carriers are pald—a sure ad-
vance each year up to a certain sum, not less than $1,000 for a year's
work.

Mr. BENNET of New York. Would it embarrass the gentle-
man for me to interrupt him?

Mr. HAYES. Not at all

Ar. BENNET of New York. I would like simply to add that
the condition which exists apparently at the Omaha and San
Franeisco post-offices exists also in the post-offices in our large
cities in the East. They have exactly the same complaint that
their most competent clerks are leaving the service and going
into mercantile employment owing to the small salary they
receive.

Mr. HAYES. I thank the gentleman from New York. I
have no reason to suppose that the post-office at Omaha is not
a fair sample of the post-offices in other parts of the United
States. The cure for these evilg, in my judgment, is the in-
auguration of a policy of promeotions and Increases in salaries
for all post-ofiice clerks below a certain grade by regular yearly
gradations, so ns to give the clerk something to work for and
to hope for, and I am certain that were such a policy in-
augurnted and properly earried out, the ultimate result would
be not a large increase in the cost of the service, but a great
increase in the efliclency of the clerks in the various first and
gecond class post-offices In the United States, and a considerable
decrease in the number employed.

1 do not wish to be understood as denying that other depart-
ments of the service—for example, the ecarriers—have just
claims which should receive the careful attention of this House,

and if their claims are found to be just and proper, as some
of them no doubt are, they should be generously provided for.

If it is already too late to change the policy of the Govern-
ment or of this House, so far as the present bill is concerned,
I wish to express the hope that when the post-office appropria-
tion bill is framed for the fiscal year 1908 the committee mny
see its way clear to granting deserved and much-needed relief
to the clerks in the first and second class oflices of the United
States by providing for compulsory promotion of all who receive
less than a certain fixed suwm, which sum should, I believe, be
$£1,000 in second-class and $1,200 in first-class offices.

When they understand the subject, both business consider-
afions and sentiments of justice will cause the vast majority
of the people of the United States to desire that we should not
in effect by our failure to adequately legislate on this subject
write over the entrance to every first and second class post-
.office in the land these words: “Abandon hope, all ye who enter
here.” [Loud applause.]

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentle-
man from North Dakota [Mr. Groxna].

Mr. GRONNA. Mr. Chairman, having under consideration the
Post-Office appropriation bill (H, R. 16953), which appropriates
for the fiseal year 1007, $1901,383,848.75, 1 wish to call attention
to one or two items,

The Department’s estimate for the fiseal year 1907 is $181,-
573.204. Of course this is only an estimate—it may be more
or less. At any rate, there will be a deficit for the next year,
but a considerable less amount than last year's deficit, which
was more than $14,000,000. The Post-Office Department is, how-
ever, the only Department which is nearly self-sustaining, the
revenue being derived from the amount of business done and
paid by anyone and everyone who mails a letter or package.

In this connection, I want to say a few words relative to the
rural free-delivery service—the only direct benefit the farming
community derives from the Government without having to
pay a hundred cents on the dollar for it. A joint resolution
passed the Fifty-first Congress and was approved October 1,
1890, authorizing the Postmaster-General to test the free-de-
livery service in small towns and villages. We find in ex-
Postmaster-General Wanamalker's report for the fiscal year 1001
that an experiment had been made in forty-six communities,
with the result of showing an increase in seven months in the
gross receipts of $5,506.10, as against the total cost of carriers
of $4,320.60, leaving a net balance as profit to the Government
of $850.50 and to the credit of the free-delivery service. We
also find that ex-Postmaster-General Bissell, in his report for
the fiscal year 1894, referring to the service, said:

The experlment of free dellvery in the forty-six towns and villages
in which it was established about two years ago was continued durin
the fiscal year 1883-94, at a cost of $S8,000.44. Nothing transpl
during the year in connection with this service to cause me to change
the opinion expressed in my last report agalnst it. This service
should be discontinued, or—granting, for the sake of argument, that
the experiment has shown satlsfactory results—should be extended to
40,000 other post-offices.

It was at this time that Congress discontinued the appropria-
tion for this service.. In the year 1896 it was that the first
rural free-delivery routes were established, and then only as
an experiment, as it was estimated it would require from forty
to fifty million dollars per year to continue it. We also find in
a statement taken from the last report of the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, showing the numnber of routes established and the amount
of money expended from 1898 to 1005, as follows:

- Number

Year. Total amonnt | Total amount | of routes

¥ appropriated.| expended. | inoper-
ation.

.08 148

48 201

) b 1,27¢

35 4,501

71 B, 468

.79 15, 11§

79 24, 66§

5| 82,0

You will see, Mr. Chairman, from this report that $20,874,-
G18.75 was used to operate 32,055 rural routes, making an aver-
age cost for each carrier of $651.21. Now, then, each route
serves approximately 100 families, making a total of 3,205,500
families served, at about a cost of §6.51 for each family. Just
multiply this number by 5, which is a fair average for families
in the rural districts, and the result will be you have 16,027,500
people served, at a cost of $20,874618.75, or about $1.32 per
capita. And, too, we have not made any allowance for the sav-
ing to the Government from the discontinuance of small post-
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offices and star routes where rural routes have been established
in their stead, but it is safe to assert that, this feature taken
into consideration, it would probably reduce the cost of opera-
tion to less than $1 per capita.

The number of carriers for city free-delivery service for 1905
was 21,778, at a cost of $20,019,078.13, or at the average rate of
$960 for each ecarrier. Now, why this discrimination? The
rural carrier is paid $720 per year and furnishes his own con-
veyances, feed for his horses, and receives, as stated, $720 per
annum, or $60 per month.

Mr. STERLING, Do you know how much this appropriation
would have to be increased in order to increase the pay of the
rural carriers to $000 a year?

Mr. GRONNA. If you calculate the number of routes that
we have to-day, it would take $4,000,000 to give each rural car-
rier an increase of $10 per month.

Mr. STERLING. Do you propose to offer an amendment to
this bill to that effect?

Mr. GRONNA. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Smyser], 1
understand, has already offered an amendment. He has offered
an amendment to increase the pay of the rural free-delivery
carriers $10 per month, and I am in favor of that amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I listened with a great deal of pleasure
to what the distinguished gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Fos-
TER] and also the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Smyser] said on
this question. I am glad to know that the East has among
some of its ablest Representatives men who are friends of the
farmers and who favor this measure.

I don’t want you to figure this on the same basis as does the
Massachusetts Republicans—that is, to have the farmer's
products and all raw materials put on the free list and their own
trust-made goods highly protected. It is not my wish to make a
tariff speech just now, but I want to say (and with due respect
for all of my colleagues), and in all candor and earnestness,
that the farming interests, and especially the western industries,
must be recognized and treated fairly. The farmer may be slow
in exercising his rights, but he is, however, intelligent enough
to know when he is being discriminated against.

Why should not our six million or more farmers, who from
last year's production added to our mational wealth $6,500,000,-
000, be entitled to the same consideration that the people in the
cities receive. From 35 to 40 per cent of our entire population
live on farms, and produced last year 2,708,000,000 bushels of
corn, valued at $1,216,000,000 ; 684,000,000 bushels of wheat, val-
ued at §525,000,000; $605,000,000 worth of hay; $138,000,000
worth of potatoes; $£575,000,000 in cotton. We raised 939,000,000
bushels- of oats, valued at $282,000,000; $138,000,000 worth of
barley ; $52,000,000 worth of tobacco ; $50,000,000 worth of sugar
cane and sugar beets. We produce every year from six to nine
million pounds of rice, and why are we not entitled to the best
mail service that will enable the farmer to get his daily market
reports and papers promptly. The farmers, as a class, are the
most intelligent people we have in our entire country, Our
ablest men, men possessed of the strongest kind of character,
?zwe been reared and educated within the environments of the

arm.

The expenditures of the postal service for the year 1905 are
shown, by items, in the following statement:

Transportation of mails on railroads $39, 384, 9186. 17
Compensation to tmasters. 22, 743, 342. 03
Compensation to clerks in post-offices_._____________ 1

21, 215, 303. 41
20, 919, 078. 13
20, 819, 944. 69
13, 120, 155. 78

City free-dellvery service
Rural free delivery-_-
Railway mall service, salaries

Transportation of mails on star routes . ___ 7, 328, 596, 57
Railway post-office car service 5, 509, 044, 65
Transportation of foreign mails — 2,603, 812.090
Rent, light, and fuel for first, second, and third class

o S e s e s e 2, 568, 572. 73
Compensation to assistant postmasters at first and

second class post-offices 1, 895, 142, 72
Malil-messenger service___ - 1,221,903.25
Transportation of malls—regulation, screen, or other

wagon service 1,113, 497. 90
Special-delivery service_ 855, 185. 67

anufacture of stamped envelop la N 847, 893. 08
Transportation of malls on steamboats_ e ______ 685, 591. 25

Transportation of mails, electric and cable cars_____

Pnenmatic-tube service Sy 355, 413, 44
Manufacture of postage stamps 381, 841. 61
Mail bags, cord fasteners, label cases, ete__._________ 335, 437. 97
Salaries of post-office inspectors 334, 883, 28
Miscellaneous items at first and second class offices___ 237, 987. T
Wrapplng twine_ . ___ e 203, 201. 16
Registered package, tag, official, and dead-letter envel-

opes 197, T16. 76
Canceling machines______ 186, 721. 19
Manufacture of postal cards 166, 420. 29
Payment of money orders more than 1 year old_______ 164, 820. 91
Per diem allowance of post-office inspectora__________ 164, 800. 00
Balance due foreign countries 134, 891, 24
Transportation of malils, special facilities____________ 134, 603. 87
Blanks, blank books, ete., for money-order service___ 122, 575. 67

Balarles of clerks and miscellaneous expenses, mail

depredations, and post-office Inspectors__ . _____ $84, 336, 81
Wrapping puiper _________________________________ 69, 989, 32
Railway mail service, acting clerks, for clerks Injured

on duty, and death indemnlty - ___________ 68, 502, 40
Railway malil service, miscella office exy = 52, HGA. 40
Statlonery for postal service = G4, 991, 32
Mail locks and keys_. . ____ 44, 267, 91
Railway mail service, per diem and expenses of assist-

ant superintendents_______ 206, 445. 05
Post marking and rating stamps____ . _________ 24, 702, 68
Advertising at first and second class post-offices______ 24, 062, 57
Expenditures under 26 smaller items of appropriation

less than $20,000 each) e 158, 827. 29

Total expenditures for the year______________ 167, 181, 959. 79
Add expenditures during the year on account of pre-
vious years 217, 209. 44

167, 399, 169. 23
14, 572, 584. 13

Receipts 152, 820, 585. 10

You can readily see, Mr. Chairman, from this statement that
the rural free-delivery carrier is being paid the lowest salary
of anyone within the employ of the Government, and I ask that
the carriers’ pay be increased at least $10 per month or $120 per
year. It would reguire only $4,000,000 for the entire service to
grant them this inecrease.

The carrier in the city who does not require any conveyance
(and if he does the Government pays for it) receives $960 per
year, or $80 per month. Now, why this difference? The rural
carrier has just as much responsibility, is just as intelligent, and
is often compelled to travel in stormy weather, when in some
localities his very life is in danger ; still he is paid on an average
of $20 less, saying nothing of his investment necessary for
equipment. But you may say the city carrier does, in some In-
stances, require horses and wagons, bicycles, or is compelled to
travel on the street cars. That may be true, but does not this
bill make an allowanece of §725,000 for horse hire and $340,000 for
car fare and bicycles, meazing a total of $1,065,0007 Add to this
$22,228 000 appropriated for city delivery service and you have
a grand total of £23,293,000.

While I do not favor extravagance in the use of Government
funds, I do believe it important that we should allow these ear-
riers a fair and reasonable compensation, otherwise you can not
hope to maintain this service which the farmers so highly ap-
preciate and which adds to their comforts and benefits in many
ways, enabling them to keep in touch with the balance of the
world, literally speaking, in receiving their papers and maga-
zines, which in themselves are an education.

So long as we continue to grant subsidies to railroad com-
panies we should not preach economy. Why, this very Dbill,
unless amended, appropriates $142,728.75 to trunk lines from
Washington to Atlanta and New Orleans for necessary special
facilities, and $25,000 to trunk lines from Kansas City, Mo,
to Newton, Kans., for continuing necessary and special facilities,

Now, why first pay the railroads for ecarrying the mail and
then grant them subsidies under the name of * special faeili-
ties?” We farmers do not ask for any subsidy. All we want
is a fair and reasonable remuneration for our honest work.

I want to serve notice now that when this bill comes up for
final passage this provision of the bill I shall oppose. I do not
believe in these special privileges to any corporation, becaunse
it is the very means of creating trusts and monopolies at the
expense of the common people. I am not here, Mr, Chairman,
to array any one class against another; I am not here to advo-
cate any special benefit for any industry that may be detrimental
to any other industry and oppressive to the people. All I ask
is that you grant us, in the spirit of fairness and justice, the
same privileges, the same opportunities that you do to others,
The American farmer, although the very backbone of our
country, has never been unreasonable. He is always willing to
give and take, but he does ask and deoes expect that honesty,
fairness, and reasonableness shall prevail. I want to say
further that so long as the people of the great State of North
Dakota shall send me here as their Representative you must
expect me to contend for their interests to the extent of my
ability and power. Let us enact good, honest, wholesome laws,
and then fearlessly enforce them. [Applause.]

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield fifteen minutes
to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. TIRgeLL].

Mr. TIRRELL. Mr. Chairman, on Thursday of last week the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. RaiNey] promulgated certain
charges against the wateh companies of this country, and espe-
cially against the Ameriecan Waltham Wateh Company, located
in the district in Massachusetts which I have the honer to rep-
resent, I propose to consider a few of those charges—not all
of them ; nor shall T be diverted to those I do not discuss, as the

Total expenditures during the year—__________
Excess of expenditures over receipts
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time allotted to me is entirely inadeguate even to cover thor-
oughly the points I propose to take up here to-day.

The first charge made by the gentleman from Illinois, which
he rolls as a sweet morsel beneath his tongue, is that the YWal-
tham Wateh Company and the other watch companies of this
country are in a trust. Lest I may misrepresent the gentleman,
I desire to call attention to his exact language in the Recorp,
where he speaks upon this! matter. He says:

I have in my possession some of the export catalo

American watch trust—by the Keystone company an
company and by the rest of them.

Then further on, when my colleague from Massachusetts [Mr.
GaArpNER] stated that he was a stockliolder in the Waltham Com-
pany, and that he had never heard that that company was con-
nected with any trust, the gentleman from Illinois refers him
to the Ways and Means Committee for information upon that
subject, and then a little later on he reiterated what he said upon
that point, adding that when a certain consignment of watches
which had been sent over from Europe to this country arrived at
the port here, he adds in connection with that matter :

When they reached the custom-house in New York they were met by
the agents of the watch trust; and I use the term adyisedly, in spite of

the fact that we have a plutocrat in this House who, by his own admis-
slon, is a holder of large blocks of stock in that trust.

Now, I bold in my hand a circular letter which has just been
issued by the Waltham Watch Company and signed by E. C.
Fitch, the president, and Royal Robbins, treasurer of that com-
pany, men of character, men of probity, men of the highest
honor, men who are leaders and captains of industry in our
section of the country, men who would not aitach their names
to a statement unless it was absolutely true. Now, let me read
to you what these men say on that very point.

Mr. GILBERT of Kentucky. From what paper is the gen-
tleman about to read?

Mr. TIRRELL. This is the Boston Advertiser, of April 7,
1006, and the same statement is also published in other papers
in Boston of the same date. They say:

First, we wish most emphatically to state that, so far as we know or
are concerned, there is no watch trust in the United States and there
never has been. The various American companies are, so far as we
have lm{ knowledge, absolutely independent, and o te entirely and

solely with regard to their own separate interests. his is not only the
condition here to-day, but has always been so.

Now, do you suppose that these men will attach their signa-
tures to a statement like that, to be circulated and disseminated
all over this country, unless it is absolutely true? And do you
not believe that these men know whether their own company
is in a trust? And would they mot be likely to know, in the
acute competition that there is in the wateh business in this
country, and, indeed, throughout the world to-day, whether there
is any watch company in this country in any trust?

Now, I take up the second allegation of the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. Rarsey], which is that while there are, he says,
15 per cent (and I do not know where he gets that figure),
while there are 15 per cent more men employed in the watch
factories of this country than there were in 1880, yet the char-
acter of the labor employed has deteriorated, because there
are more women and 200 per cent more children employed in
the watch factories of the country than there were twenty
Yyears ago.

Now, I read to you from the letter of the president and treas-
urer of the Waltham Watch Company upon that particular
point, in which they say:

The Waltham company never employed children In any capacl
whatever., On the other hand, the employment of children in wat
manufacturing is common in Switzerland. In spite of this fact, a
recent slight advance In Swiss wages was promptly followed by an
increase in the price of SBwiss watches throughout their home market.

But I am not relying on the statement of the American
Watch Company to corroborate what I have said. I hold in my
hand the census bulletin issued May 21, 1902, giving full par-
ticulars in regard to the watch industry of this country, and
on the fourth page thereof I read as follows:

There are practically no children employed in the industry.

Then, in searching over the tables in this bulletin, I find that
in all the establishments throughout the whole of the United
States engaged in the manufacture of watches there are at
the present time just twenty-six persons employed who are
under 16 years of age.

Then go back to the statistics of twenty years ago, and I find
there were twenty-four employed. You can not find, in my judg-
ment, a manufacturing industry in this country, and possibly
in the world, where there are so few In comparison with the
entire number of employees who are under 16 years of age,
for there are employed of men alone in the watch industry in
this country 6,880 persons.

Now, I take up the third charge made by the gentleman from

es issued by the
by the Waltham

Illinois, and that is that the tariff has not been instrumental in
increasing the wages of employees in the wateh factories in this
country. In regard to that I have here the statement made ny
the Ameriean Watch Company that the wages paid in our watch
factories in the United States are from two and one-half to
three times the wages paid to the Swiss workmen. There are
40,000 people employed in the manufacture of watches in
Switzerland. Those 40,000 people produce 40 watches apiece a
year. We are employing in our watch factories 6,880 and in
collateral branches of the business 3,00 or 4,000 more, in
round numbers 10,000 people, and we produce in this country
to each one of these employees 250 watches a year.

The statement made by the gentleman from 1llinois that there
has.been no substantial increase under the fostering influences
of our tariff in the development of the watch industry in this
country is contradicted in toto by the census bulletin to which
1 have referred, for I find that the total value of the assets in
the watch business in this country in 1870 was $2,686,133, and
in 1900 it was $14,235,191, an increase of over 500 per cent.
Not only that, but I find by still further investigation that the
business has so increased that our exportation of watches to for-
eign lands during this same period has rolled up 180 per cent,
while there has been a decrease of the imports of foreign
watches of 53.5 per cent all along the line.

Now, as to the amount of wages pald. The wages of the
women employed in the wateh factories of this country year
after year, not allowing for a single holiday, not allowing for
any stoppage of the business or any breakdown or depression
in the trade, the average earnings of the women employed in the
watch factories in this country is almost $400 a year, or $385,
Just think of that! If you take out the days when the factory
must necessarily be stopped for repairs for certain periods dur-
ing this long lapse of years since 1880, when statistics began,
then you will have the facts as stated in the census bulletin,
that the women in the factories are receiving nearly $400 a
year. Duplicate that, if you can, in any other industry either
in a foreign country or in our own land.

What are the wages of the men in the watch factories re-
turned in the same manner? Seven hundred dollars a year is
their average wage. So, then, we have this condition of things—
an industry which in its capitalization has increased 500 per
cent, and since the protective tariff policy of the Republican
party has been in operation an increase of foreign exportation of
180 per cent, and wages two and a half to three times that paid
in Switzerland to-day, and the employment of the large amount
of eapital, adding to the taxable assets of the country what I
have stated.

There is one more charge—because in my limited time I can
not dwell npon these things as I want to—and that is the charge
that the American watches are sold cheaper in foreign markets .
than here. It seems that my friend from Illinois must be
strangely ignorant of the economic and business principles
which govern all our American manufactures in placing their
products in foreign lands. I want to illustrate this by a con-
crete example with which I am conversant. I am inferested
as trustee in the manufacture of wood pulp, representing as
trustee one of the largest mills in this country. This is an in-
dustry of which we knew comparatively little twenty-five years
1go.

Our pulp mills, except the outer walls, have been remodeled
and torn to pieces twice during that time, but the ingenuity
and genius of the American people in a very few years placed
it on a permanent basis, and not only upon a permanent basis,
but enabled them to manufacture pulp in such quantities that
it was impossible to place the whole of our pulp here. Now,
when any manufacturing industry produces more than the homa
market ean consume one of two things inevitably follows. Yon
must either shut down your factory until that surplus supply
which has accumulated in the warehouses has been disposed of
in the domestic market or else you must sell it abroad. Now,
if you sell your product abroad——

Mr. GILBERT of Kentucky. Will the gentleman yield?

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield?

Mr. TIRRELL. I do.

Mr. GILBERT of Kentucky. Will it profit the home industry
to sell a manufactured product abroad cheaper than it costs to
produce it and ship it abroad?

Mr. TIRRELL. Yes, sir; in some cases it will; and if I
have time enough I will demonstrate that here by my own
practical experience in business, which is the experience of
other manufacturers in other industries. It has to be done if
you keep your factories open. The factories which produce
more than the domestic demand can take care of

Mr. GILBERT of Kentucky. How will it pay the home in-
dustry to sell it at less to the foreigner abroad?
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Mr. TIRRELL. I will show exactly how it can be done.
Now, wait one moment, gentlemen, and I will illustrate it.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Before the gentleman answers that ques-
tion, because 1 desire to ask another in that connection which
is cognate or akin to it—if you reach that stage of production
where you have produced a surplus which it pays you to sell
at less than it cost rather than close down your factory for a
time, why should you ship that surplus to the foreign market to
benefit the foreign consumer rather than sell to the American
consumer at less than the cost? In other words, why should
you give the foreigner the benefit of that surplus production
rather than give it to your own people?

Mr, TIRRELL., In making that remark the gentleman knows
very little in regard to the pulp business I am talking about—
a great business which produces the paper which is put into
our books and magazines—because, now, sir, the margin of
profit is so small upon paper and pulp that it is a slight frac-
tion of a per cent, and it is only by the manufacture of an
enormous quantity of output, and running your faetory day and
night, that the paper makers and the pulp makers of this coun-
try can make even a modest dividend, and most of them during
the past ten or fifteen years have been running on such a small
margin as to make no dividend at all,

The CHATRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. OVERSTREET. I yield five minutes more to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman dees not seem to have un-
derstood my question.

Mr. TIRRELL. If I can only get ten or fifteen minutes I
will answer it fully, Mr. Wirrtams; but I ought not to be di-
verted, as I said in the first place; I am only allowed a very
short time, but I will try to illustrate it to you. I beg ihe
gentleman’s pardon, I would be very glad to answer questions,
but only being allowed five minutes I must conclude at that
time unless my time is further extended, which I shall be glad
to have done to answer these questions. I want now to attempt
to illustrate why the manufacturers do that thing and why
it is necessary to do that thing. Now, we will suppose, for
example, a pulp mill costs $1,000,000. We will suppose that
they manufacture 25 per cent more than can be disposed of in
this country, which is practically the ecase in regard to that
industry. Now, then, that 25 per cent must lie in the warehouse
until it is sold at a small fraction of a profit and the mill be
closed up or else it must be sent abroad and sold at some price
over there.
© Mr. WILLIAMS. Why not sell it at some price here?

Mr. TIRRELL. Wait a minute, sir. The demand and sup-
ply makes a very small.margin of profit, and do you ask that
the American manufacturer in our own country shall sell his
product at a loss? Is he not entitled to-a small margin of profit,
instead of going and dumping all of his surplus produet on the
market and lowering the whole price of that manufacture?

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not ask him to sell at a less price
than he does elsewhere.

Mr. TIRRELL. Now, the reason why that is done is this:
The fixed charges on the plant are running all the time. We
will suppose the plant cost $1,000,000. Now, it is idle, say,
for two and one-half months. The fixed charges are running
on; the price of everything is running on; all except the day
labor is running on. The manufacturer's cost is increased
by the mill lying idle in that way with all of these fixed
charges running on and no product being obtained from the
mill. 8o that if the accumulated surplus is sold in this
country two results will follow. First, the home market
being fully supplied purchases will not be made, that sur-
plus can not be placed unless it is sold at a reduced price,
which means, in the ecase to which I am alluding, at less than
cost. Second, the mill will soon have to be shut down again,
for it is the surplus above the home demand of which we are
speaking, and the market having been already supplied here
at home with all the produect it can handle, and the manu-
facturer producing 25 per cent more than the home market
can handle, it is inevitable that the mill must close until its
production again corresponds with the demand. Thus its wage
employees are thrown out of employment and the manu-
facturing cost largely increased under the condition suggested
by the able and versatile gentleman from Mississippi.

The American manufacturer, when he produces more than
the country requires, in order to make this small margin of
profit has got to keep his mill going day and night in many
industries. He must do so in the case I have cited. It is the
only way he can make money and pay any dividend what-
ever, because the shutting down of his mill entails a large

loss on account of the conditions attached to the business,

and in order that he may do this and meet expenditures the

American manufacturer sells his surplus product at some

price upon the other side.

Now, when he first goes into a new country, when the people
do not know the character of our goods abroad, they sell them
for a loss, but when their establishments are planted in Bel-
gium, England, and other countries they make a fair profit; and
if you read that circular of the Waltham eompany, which I pro-
pose to have published in the Recorp, you will find they do the
same thing over there when they are establishing their trade.
They do not at first make a profit on their goods. It is only
where they are seeking to establish trade, where they have got
to compete against conditions that exist, where there are dif-
ferent kinds of credit and difference in methods of sale, and
difference in transportation, difference in method of carrying on
the business, and where these things must be overcome, and
can not be overcome unless you put the prices on your goods so
low that the people will buy anyway, on the theory that men
will buy where they can buy the cheapest, that this course is
pursued; only in such ecases are goods sold at or under cost
But after the trade is established, after the houses are planted,
after they have obtained salesmen who speak the language to
sell the goods, after they have gotten over the difficulties of the
transportation question, and after the American product has be-
come firmly fixed in the approval of the people by the use of the
article introduced in this way, then it is not necessary, for the
foreign purchaser will then buy the goods anyway, and the
American manufacturer gets a profit. :

Mr. STERLING. They do the same thing in this country in
loealities wherever they introduce their business.

Mr. TIRRELL. Certainly; that ean be easily demonstrated,
and that is the reason, and the only reason, why the American
manufacturer ever sells at less than cost abroad. It is to es-
tablish its trade; it is to fill up a gap, so that he ean keep his
miil running, so that he can sell the domestic product here at
home at a small margin, as he is obliged to do with the acute
competition that exists in the United States.

This is the course the Waltham company has followed. That
it results as I have stated is evidenced by the fact that that com-
pany states that manufacturers and merchants doing an export
business must necessarily make considerable price reductions to
induce foreign buyers to substitute the new for the old, em-
phatically, however, asserting that Waltham watches are not
sold, except in such cases as I have called attention to, at
lower prices than those prevailing here.

Germany, whose wonderful industrial development since Bis-
marek abandoned his free-trade propaganda and advocated a
protective tariff has excited the wonder of the world, has con-
spicuously followed this practice. It will not soon be forgotten
by many of us who heard the debate on Cuban reciprocity in
the Fifty-seventh Congress, how that was illustrated by the
sugar schedule, by which, in order to dispose of their surplus
sugar abroad, so low an export price was fixed in Germany that
the home price was about double the foreign and bounties and
differentials were paid to equalize the trade.

I do not approve of a policy that would increase the price to
the home consumer like that; such a policy is sacrificing a
home market for a foreign. It illustrates, however, the ex-
tremity to which Germany has gone to secure our trade. It
proves that our export trade can not be limited by the prices
and terms that govern at home. How much wiser and more
farsighted the American policy that sells here its products on
small margins and great output, disposing of its surplus in such
a manner as to insure a permanent business abroad. [Loud ap-
plaunsze on the Nepublican side.)

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. TIRRELL. I ask unanimous consent to insert the cir-
cular letter of the Waltham Watch Company in reply to the ad-
dress made by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. RArxey] in
the REcorp as a part of my remarks, and also leave to extend
my remarks in the REeconrp.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Massachusetts? [After a pause.] The Chair
hears none.

The letter is as follows:

“ NO WATCH TRUST EXISTS "—WALTHAM WATCH COMPANY ISSUES REFD-
TATION—BAYS THE ATTACK ON OUR TARIFF WAS INSTICATED—SWIS3
POLICY IS TO INJURE UNITED STATES INDUSTRY—FOREIGN MARKHT
MUST BE HELD TO OFFSET DULL TIMES.

In view of the various articles which have appeared of late In the
}mblic press, more or less openly in the guise of advertisements, wae
eel it advisable to depart from our usual policy and to make a brief
staéement of the actual conditions which
i I:rt:ha first place, we wish most emphatically to state that, so far as
we know or are concerned, there Is no watch trust in the United States,
and there never has been, The various companies manufacturing watch

movements in the United States are, so far as we have any knowledge,
absolutely independent each of the other, and operate entirely and

govern ma watch industry
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individual Interests. This,

their own separate
solely with regard to 3 pa but has always

we repeat, s not only the condition of affairs to-day,
beon so.

Secondly, as to the export business. We are the largest exporters of
watches in the world, and we are proud of the fact. At a dinner re-
cently given in Cairo, Egypt, to a number of ngptlan officials and
prominent American representatives It was stated by the president of
one of the greatest and mest snccessful mechanical industries of the
United States that the American Waltham Watch Company had done
as much if not more than any other company to educate the people
of the world to an appreciation of the excellence of articles of Ameri-
ean manufacture. For more than a quarter of a century it has been
the effort of this company to push the sale of American Waltham
watches in all parts of the world, therehf demonstrating for the first
time that a thoroughly accurate and rellable timepiece can be made
and supplied at a price within the reach of everyone. The ability to
do so is owing wholly to the superiority of the Ameriean workmen and
the invention of automatic tools and Improved methods.

It can be readlly understood that this great exploitation of American
watches in forelgn countries has necessarily Interfered to a large extent
with the conditions formerly existing in those countries, and especlally
with the Swiss wateh Industry. In retaliation the Swiss manufac-
turers of watches have combined to combat our competition in every
possible way, and have, as we are reliably informed, subseribed a large
gum of money to influence publle opinlon in the United States, and
have not hesitated to employ somewhat q’;:estlouahle methods to injure
the Amerlean watch Industry, with which they are entirely unable to
}:ompefc falrly, either at home or abroad, quality for quality and price
or price.

A ﬂpresent this foreign syndicate is attempting to regain the ground
already so thoroughly lost in the United States by means of a cry of
exorbitant profits by American manufacturers and dealers. Curiousl
enough, they simultaneously endeavor to influence retail dealers to sell
Swiss watches by the sole arfument that the dealers can thus obtain
much higher profits. These the dealers are, in fact, able to obtaln in
many instances for the reason that the Swiss manufacturers are pre-
pared to supply to the retail dealers watch movements without any
trade-mark or other distinguishing characteristics, thereby making it
impossible for the intending purchaser to tell what the quality really
is, or to ascertain the actual value of the watch. The dealers are thus
enabled to sell a Swiss watch of unknown and Inferlor quality at a
price much higher than they would be able to obtain for an American
watch of well-known grade and trade-mark and of a better quality.
A similar high profit ean not be obtained in American watches for the
reason that the trade-marks, grades, and approximate prices are so
well known to the publle. In the instance where well-known and high-
class Swiss trade-marked watches are dealt in, the sale is confined to
one leading house in each city, so that there shall be no competition,
and a profit, frequently as high as 100 per cent, can be secured for a
timeplece no better than and often not as good as an American watch
costing half the money.

In spite of the various devices employed by them to bring about a
large retall profit in the sale of their own watches, the European manu-
facturers in the attacks recently instigated on the tariff have laid
much stress on our contract plan for the selling of rallroad watches.

This brings up the entire question of the necessity of profit for the
dealer. Conditions governing the sale of watches are radically different
from those obtaining in other branches of trade. The seller of n
wateh is expected by the purchaser to be responsible for it as long as
he lives or is In business. Week after week., month after month, the
wearer expects to have It regulated, compared with standard time, and
adjusted, generally without charge. this costs the retailer time
and toney. Watch buyers desire to have the advica and personal
care of the best and most cxPert watchmakers they can find, and it takes
years for a good mechanic to acquire the necessary education and expe-
rience. The dealer, therefore, is entitled to a fair profit, and we do not
think the American publie s disposed to approve the efforts of Bwiss
manufacturers to prevent his getiing it except in their own goods. The
trick is too transparent to be good tactics.

It is well understood among all manufacturers and merchants doing
export business and introducing new and unknown articles into a for-
eign market that it is necessary to make very considerable price reduc-
tions in order to induce the merchants of that country to substitute
the new for the old. This does not mean, however, that the article
costs the consumer any less than he pays for the home product, the
difference belng that added inducements are given by the manufacturer
to the foreign merchant for his time and effort In introducing the
goods. It is a faet that Waltham watches are not sold to the consumer
abroad at lower prices than those prevailing in this country, although
in order to introduce them abroad the company is obliged sometimes
in the first Instance to make somewhat lower prices to the dealers.
This condition of affairs is due partly to the reasons given above, and
even more largely to the fact that dealers In forelgn countries are used
to the larger profits which prevail in the Old World, and are unwlilling
to spend time and effort to substitute n new article at less profit.

A word as to the respective conditions of wage and labor cost here
and abroad. Although the products of the Waltham company have to
meet in foreign markets the watches of Switzerland on even terms, the
wages paid at Waltham are the highest in the world, and are from two
and a half to three times the average pay recelved by the Swiss
workmen.

There are many more men employed to-dnE by the Waltham company
than ever before, and at higher wages. There are also more women
employed, and at higher wages. The Waltham company does not, and
never did, employ chlldren in any capaclty whatever. On the other
hand, the employment of children in watch manufacturing is common
in Switzerland. In spite of this fact, a recent slight advance in Swiss
wages was promptly followed by an increase in the price of Swiss
watches throughout their home markets.

Although the Waltham company has been steadily reducing prices
during the past two years, wages have never been so high at Waltham
as at the ]prcseat time.

1t should also be stated that the establishment of a foreign market
i3 mecessary In order to safeguard an indusiry at home. In perlods of
depression a manufacturer can, by selling an important part of his

roduct abroad. keep his nhnrs open and his workmen employed at

ome until the time of stagnation is over. Without the foreign market,
which is not available unless previously developed, his only alternative
would be to shut down his works and throw his people out of employ-
ment. In other werds, the establishment of this foreign market fur-
nishes an outlet which provides steady work for the American wage-
carner.

If the manufacturer does not have a foreign outlet, the injury falls,
not upon him alone, but upon his employees; for in the absence of
such outlet, in case of hard times or a lessened demand, he must eur-
tail his produetion and to just this degree throw his people out of work.
With his foreign market established he can keep his shops open until
the return of good times or of increasing home demand. An illustra-
tion of this situation can be found in our own experience during the
panic of 1803 and 1894. If it had not been for our forelgn trade we
should have Leen completely shut down, but by the help of our forelgn
outlet our works re ned open during this genem]]g disastrous period,
while our competitors who had not established for themselves a foreign
market were, in most instances, obliged to stop running.

The forelgn manufacturer, whose own home market we are thus in-
viding, is in the strange attitude of professing indignation at the prices
at which our watehes are sold In the United States at the same moment
that he is making every effort to regain his lost footing here by offering
100 per cent profits to the retailer at the expense of the publie.

The products of the Waltham company reach the consumer at a fair
profit to the dealer, and are sold, both at home and abroad, at as low

rices as are consistent with high guality and a rate of wages unequaled
n the world.
AMERTCAN WALTHAM Warcu COMPANY,
By BE. C. FircH, President. ;
RoyAL RoBBINS, T'reasurer.
BosTox, April 6, 1906.

Mr. OVERSTREET. I ask the gentleman from Tennessee
to occupy some of his time.

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. I yield to the gentleman from
Mississippi three minutes.

Mr. WILLIEAMS. Mr. Chairman, the address which we have
just heard is one of the most important that has been made to
this Ilouse; and I wish to eall attention to it. It is the first
time that there has been a fair and a frank confession and an
attempted defense of this actual existing condition—of the fact
that American manufacturers habitually sell cheaper to foreign
than to American consumers. The gentleman attempts to ex-
plain the condition in a way that has been attempted before,
when the explanation was not, however, coupled with the con-
fession of its existence, but strangely coupled with a denial.
The gentleman contends that we ship abroad to sell cheaper
than we do at home only the surplus products of his particu-
lar form of manufacture. The inference is that this surplus
theory is to be the keynote of Republican defense of this entire
system of selling cheaper abroad than at home. After having
said that, and after having undertaken to demonstrate that
the system of selling a surplus abroad cheaper than at home is
necessary in order to keep the American factory running, he
was then asked this question: “ But suppose that having
reached the stage of production where it pays you to sell part of
your product—* the surplus "—at a loss rather than to close down
your factory temporarily, why is it that you sell that surplus
abroad—abroad only, and not at home—at less than cost?”
[Loud applause on the Democratic side.] That question the
gentleman has not answered, and that question the gentleman
never will answer, because the gentleman dares not answer it.
Now, I will answer it for him. I will tell you why it is only
abroad that he and others sell their surplus cheaper than cost.
Granting, for the sake of argument, that the need to dispose
of a surplus is the real underlying reason for the system—and
we all know, as a matter of fact, in a majority of cases it is not,
because in a great many products they have been carrying on the
system for six, eight, ten, or twelve years; and no man, gentle-
men, will sell for a series of five, ten, or twelve years at a loss
abroad or anywhere else. But, for the sake of argument, admit
that they sell only the surplus, and that it is sold cheaper than
cost, which is also a doubtful if not a demonstrably incorrect
statement, why is it sold abroad only? Why can not the
American consumer have some of the benefit? -~

I will tell you. It is here at home, with a sheltered market ;
sheltered by the tariff for the planting and growth and fruitage
of combinations between manufacturers—I will not use the
word * trust,” because it seems a red flag in the eyes of a great
many people—that the combination rendered possible by the
tariff exists. Their price agreements extend only to the home
market. The so-called “surplus” in Americn is only a surplus
at the agreed price; at a less price there would be no * sur-
plus.” The moment he undertook to sell the surplus at home
at less than the agreed price he would break the market—
he would break the prices agreed upon by the various factories
entering into the combination. [Applause on the Democratic
side.]

The CHATRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. I will give the gentleman two min-
utes more, ’

Mr. WILLIAMS. And the moment that set in, then the hope
that the Republican party has held out to ithe American people,
that in the long run protection would not increase the price of
living to the consumer, would be a hope possible of realization.
Competition would really set in among home producers of the
given article. Each member of the combination would proceed
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to sell in competition with the other members of the combina-
tion, and the American people would first get their products
cheaper, and altimntely get them ahsclutely cheap.

Ah, Mr. Chairman, there is the gist of it. Why do they sell
the surplus abroad only, cheaper than the scale price? Why
don’t they give us the surplus, and give the foreigner, under the
benefit of whose lnws their industry has not been created and
made prosperous at their expense—why don’t you give us the
benefit of the surplus prices; to us who by our laws have en-
abled you, at our expense, to be more prosperous than you ever
otherwice would have been, and give the foreigner “the real
thing?” [Applause on the Democratic side.]

I have thought it well, Mr. Chairman, to call attention in this
brief way to this vital peint of omission in the gentleman's ar-
gument. [Applanee.]

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. I yield thirty minutes to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. MEvER].

Mr. MEYER. Mr.Chairman, in the brief remarks that I shall
make I will not attempt to cover the wide field with reference
to the subject of the special mail appropriation, which has been
8o ably covered by the gentlemen who have spoken in favor
of that propoesition; but I deem it proper as a Representative
of the city of New Orleans, whose peaple believe themselves
largely benefited by that legislation, that I should say a few
words in its behalf.

Mr. Chairman, the pending bill making appropriations for
service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1907, contains an appropriation which the report of the
committee correctly states is similar to those made for a series
of years in former acts, as follows:

For necessary and speclal facilities on trunk lines from New York and
Washington to Atlanta and New Orleans, $142,728.75: Provided, That
no part of the appropriation made by this paragraph shall be expended

unless the Postmaster-General shall deem such expenditure necessary in
order to promote the interest of the postal service.

APPEOPRIATION HAS PRECEDENTS.

The amount of this appropriation is not large. It is indeed
very small compared with the aggregate of the bill, which ear-
ries appropriations largely in excess of $191,300,000. It affects
the business interests of New York and other great commercial
cities and centers of the East, to whom it is deeply important to
have speedy mail and freight communication with the South and
Scuthwest. It concerns the banker, broker, manufacturer, and
the ordinary dealer. To the commercial cities and people of the
South living on or near this great trunk line and the branch or
lateral railroads connecting with it and profiting by this speedy
mail communication this appropriation possesses the greatest
possible value.

They do not share in the comparatively small payment made
to carry it out, for hardly any of them, I believe, are stock-
holders in these railroads, but they do share in the great benefit
° of speedy mail communication. Hence it is that whenever this
appropriation has been assailed or menaced the intelligent com-
mercial bodies of the southern cities have come to the rescue
and urged that this appropriation should not be disturbed. This
interest is felt in a marked degree in the city I represent, but I
do not believe that the interest of New Orleans in the policy now
pursued is any greater than that of Atlanta or other eommuni-
ties lying on the line of route described in the appropriation.

The appropriation proposed follows the language of former ap-
propriation acts, and it is hard tosee how it could be more care-
fully guarded than it is. It is for “ special facilities ” on * trunk
lines "—that is to say, for extra speed and quicker delivery. It
is not merely for “ special ” facilities, but for “ necessary ” facili-
ties. Nor is it an absolute appropriation, where the money is to
be spent, right or wrong. The money is only to be spent if the
Postmaster-General is convinced that it is *“ necessary for the in-
terest of the public service.”

I submit that the making of the appropriations from year to
year, in spite of the most viclent opposition in Congress, amounts
to a very strong expression of opinion by the two Houses of Con-

that this appropriation is necessary in order to secure
*“gpecial ”* facilities for the postal service, and that this opinion
of Congress ought to have great welght with the head of the De-
partment, I think, further, that the Postmaster-General, how-
ever able and enlightened, might well deem the unanimous judg-
ment of the bankers, merchants, shippers, and other business
men of the South in respect to the value and necessity of this
service a point well worthy of his consideration. Still, the re-
sponsibility is devolved upon the head of the Department of
taking final action, and if this payment were an abuse, as has
been most absurdly alleged, or were a mere gratuity to one or
two trank railroad lines, he counld correct it.

It has happened time and time again in the history of this Govy-
ernment that Congress has made appropriations for this or that

object and the Executive has refused to spend the money. I re-
fer especially to river and harbor bills. It is true. indeed, that
the people of the Southern States have a friendly feeling for the
great railroad lines whose successful administration is so tmpor-
tant to their growth and prosperity; but If only the railroad in-
terest were Involved, they would not be found demanding this
appropriation as earnestiy as they do.
REMAREABLE BEXEFITS.

I do not believe there is an appropriation contained in this act
where the same amount of meney accomplishes a larger amount
of benefit to millions of people. I am amazed that the reformer,
seeking to restore this Government to its pristine simplicity, pur-
ity, and economy, should run through our great annual appro-
priations of six or seven hundred millions of dollars and pounee
on this little appropriation of $171,000 in order to signalize his
7zeal and vigilance. Yet the debates on this paragraph have
been protracted at every session of Congress since I have been in
this Hall.

DISCUSSED FULLY IN EVERY CONGRESS.

This subject was fully discussed at the second session of the
Fifty-third Congress, and among others by myself. In my brief
remarks on former oceasions I referred to the appeals to con-
tinue this service coming up from the business men and com-
mercial bodies of New Orleans and the whole country tributary
to New Orleans. I stated then that these gentlemen had
studied this question; knew their own interests. New Orleans
is the second exporting city of the country, and entitled to best
facilities. We now have three double fast malil trains from
New York where we had one before. Under the bill the Post-
master-General regulates the schedules, and these are regulated,
not by the convenience and interests of the railroads, but by the
publie interests. _

It appeared in former debates that these appropriations for
“special ¥ facilities, which began as far back as 1875, had been
kept up every year, and in a number of years had largely ex-
ceeded the appropriation which was then contemplated or the
sum now to be appropriated. It was stated in debate that no
Postmaster-General save Mr. Wanamaker had ever antagonized
this appropriation. The Second Assistant Postmaster-General,
Mr. J. Lowrie Bell, had reported (see REecorp of April 24, 1804,
p. 4045) that the present mail schedules were “ improvements
over those which have heretofore been enforeed.”

I think it safe to say that the present schedules are an im-
provement on anything that went before over this important
artery of commerce and mail communication, although the
amount appropriated is smaller than in 1894,

Mr. Chairman, it has been boldly asserted in this House in
these discussions that the mail serviee to the South as now ren-
dered would be continued without this speeial appropriation.
There is no authority for this statement.

AUGMENTED MAIL SERVICE,

I think it requires a great deal of hardihood for a Member to
rise in this House and assert that the mail facilities of the
people of the South and Southwest have not been greatly aug-
mented over the former system.

In the second session of the Fifty-fifth Congress Mr, Swan-
son, of Virginia, stated that the time for a letter to come from
New York to Danyille (his own town) had been reduced from
eighteen hours and fifteen minutes to thirteen hours and thirty-
five minutes, a saving of five hours, The time to Atlanta from
New York has been cut down from thirty-three hours to twenty-
four hours and twenty minutes, a saving of about eight and one-
half hours. The gain between New York and Tampa was then
about fifteen hours, and the whole Cuban mail goes that way.
Such was the showing made for this improved service in March,
1898, and since that period a still further saving of hours has
been made between New York and New Orleans and inter-
mediate points by reason of the faster service established since
then.

I remind you of the fact that the Atlantic Coast Line Rail-
road Company had this subsidy, as you call it, for a while and
then threw it up as unprofitable. They were not willing to come
up to the Department requirements. If it was a needless sub-
sidy—a mere job—why did they throw it away? In this fact
you have a pretty good indieation of what we may have to ex-
pect if this appropriation be stopped. We shall have one fast
mail and passenger train, perhaps, in twenty-four hours to New
Orleans—what we used to have in old times. The whole coun-
try from Washington via Danville, Atlanta, Montgommery, and
other points, with their lateral connections, will have to snffer
the evils of a disarrangement of their mail communications and
of a tardy, infrequent service.

I am aware, Mr. Chairman, that in the zeal to strike down this
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very small appropriation an effort has been made to show that
the Post-Office Department is opposed to it and that the Depart-
ment is authority for the statement that if this appropriation be
withdrawn the eight or ten Southern States affected by it will
still get as rapid and frequent mail communication as they have
to-day. The Department has never put itself on record us say-
ing anything of the kind. It has borne testimony, as I have
shown you, to the great improvement in this mail service from
New York, via Atlanta, to New Orleans, and to the fact of there
being three fast mail trains per day where there used lo be only
one. In the extended debate had in the Senate some years ago,
the Senator from Mississippl [Mr. Sullivan] quoted the Second
Assistant Postmaster-General in reply to bis specific inquiry
whether the Department could secure the service as “ prompt
and frequent” without the so-called subsidy as with it. The
response wis:

I regret to say that I can not give a specific answer as to what
we will be able to do. It Is an open question.

It would have been a very extraordinary statement, indeed,
if the Post-Office Department had reported that without this
appropriation and authority they could have secured as prompt
and efficient mail service for this Southern country as they have
to-day. The answer would have been made at once. Why,
then, have you been spending this money in the past unless you
deemed the expenditure “ necessary to promote the interest of
the postal service.”

The law made that fact a condition, a test of the expendi-
ture.

BOUTHERN CONDITIONS.

Again, we know that the railroads in the South are now under
different conditions from those in the North. There are few
large cities with us, and the country is sparsely settled. It
does not pay to run fast passenger trains. The additional fast
mail train a day requires a special expenditure. The train
starting from New York at 4.30 a. m. leayes at an hour when
no passengers can be expected. They will naturally wait for
the afternoon train.

This early train does, however, take the mails of New Eng-
land, New York City and State, and all the mails over this long
route are expedited.

There are few Members in this House, from the East and
North especially, who do not know the great value of time in the
forwarding and reception of letters, and while their constitu-
ents may not be generally interested in this appropriation, many
business men in the East will be apt to inquire how and why
this appropriation should be singled out for special attack.

It is a melancholy fact that this contest should be renewed
every year and that the people of eight or ten Southern States
should be foreed to fight for this slight recognition in the bene-
fits of a common Government. It is somewhat in contrast with
the policy which calls on the South forty years after the
close of the civil war to bear her share of the taxation involved
in a grand pension system of $150,000,000 per annum. The ap-
propriation is called a * subsidy.” That word does not frighten
me at all. I am not afraid to vote for fair and just appropria-
tions for all parts of the country.

XOT A POSTAL ABUSH.

There may be abuses, possibly great abuses, in your postal
expendifures, but this is not one of them. -

1 had the honor of entering this body in the Fifty-second
Congress. Among the first debates I encountered was with
reference to this special mail facility between Boston, New
York, and New Orleans. In every session since that time we
have heard the same arguments in opposition, and in spite of
it each and every Congress has declared in favor of these
facilities. I submit that this concurrence of action by every
Congress should convince even those opposed to it that there
must be indisputable merit in the proposition.

Mr. JOHNSON. May I interrupt the gentleman?

Mr. MEYER. Yes, for a question.

Mr. JOHNSON.
that appropriation is based—any testimony, any estimate, or
anything else?

Mr. MEYER. We may not have direct testimony, but I would
refer to the testimony of Postmaster-General Shallenberger, who
answered in response to this question as follows, as reported in
recent hearings:

AMr. Moox, Let me come down to the hard bottom guestion of admin-
istration ; do you want this money or not?

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. We are not asking it or expressing an opinion
in reference to it.

Mr. Moo~N. What is the reason you are silent on that question?

Mr. SHALLENDERGER. We are not silent.

Mr. Moox, You say you do not ask it.

Mr. SHALLENBERGER, We do not ask for it
Mr Moox. What is the reason you do not ask for It?

| trains.
18 there anything in the record upon which [

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Because we think the effect on the servicé at
large Is better if we do not select any particular route.

Mr. Moox. Then you do not select it because you think that it is a
bad example, and has a bad effect on the railway mail service?

Mr. BHALLENBERGER. That is the situation.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not know what the gen-
tleman has before him that he is reading from, but I have a
little fuller quotation than that.

Mr. MEYER. I hope the gentleman will be brief, because my
time is limited.

Mr. JOHNSON. I want to show that the Post-Office Depart-
ment said that they do not want it, but they consider the action
of Congress mandatory.

Mr. MEYER. If the action of Congress is mandatory in mak-
ing the appropriation, is it not a fact that the second provision
of same paragraph declares with equal strength and equal posi-
tiveness that “no part of the appropriation made by this para-
graph shall be expended unless the Postmaster-General shall
deem such expenditure necessary in order to promote the in-
terests of the postal service?”

Now, I submit that if the first part of this provision making
the appropriation is mandatory, the provision is equally strong
and explicit, equally mandatory, that the Postmaster-General
shall not expend any part of the money unless he deems it
necessary in the interests of the postal service. Since I have
been in Congress, we have had two Democratic Congresses and
five Republican. We have had as Postmasters-General Mr.
Bissell, of New York; Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia, both Dem-
ocrats. We have had as Republwans, Mr. Gary, of Maryland;
Mr. Smith, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Payne, of Wisconsin; Mr.
Wynne, and now Mr. Cortelyou. Now, can it be argued that all
of these gentlemen, able officials, men as conscientious, no
doubt, as we are, would expend this money year after year,
constantly having before them this provision that “ no part shall
be expended unless it is deemed necessary for the interests of
the postal service?” I do not believe that anyone will impute
any such disregard of the intent of the law to these distin-
guished officials.

Now, further, my friend from North Carolina [Mr. WILLrax
W. Krremix], to whose very able argument I listened with
great interest a few days since, bases the entire fabric of that
argument upon the theory that we will have these fast mail
trains whether the special sum Is appropriated or not. T sub-
mit, Mr. Chairman, that there is no evidence to prove that, or
anything like it. On the contrary, we have before us the letter
received from Mr. Andrews, the vice-president of the Southern
Railway, stating specifically that fast mail train No. 97 would

not be run unless they received the extra compensation. It

would not pay the company to run them on the schedules now
current. Relying upon this statement, his entire proposition
must fall.

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. If the gentleman will per-
mit me, my friend misunderstands the letter. He does not say
the train will not run, but that they will not run the train on
this particular schedule.

Mr. MEYER. Bat this is the core of the matter, because this
particular schedule is what we want.

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. But he does not threaten to
take off the train.

Mr. MEYER. Further, I received a telegram, without any
conference or communication on my part, from Mr. Wickersham,
president of the Atlanta and West Point Railroad, in which he
says: :

Atlanta and West Point will discontinue present fast mail train
known as “ No. 97" should Congress discontinue present appropriation
for special facllities, for the reason it is of no advantage to local
travel, making few stops and between unseasonable hours. Through
travel is not sufficient to justify continuing train exclusively for ac-
commodating passengers, there being no passenger connection with other
lines at Atlanta. The train is paying about 40 cents per train mile,
exclusive of Government appropriation. We can accommodate our pas-
senger traffic satisfactorily witheut this train. It does not create
rew business, but detracts correspondingly from earnings of other

Also makes it necessary to operate an east-bound train for the

purpose of returning mail equipment.

Mr. Wickersham, as is well known, is a gentleman of the
highest character and integrity, whose statements are worthy
of all eredence.

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, we can not afford to incur the
risk of diseontinuing this appropriation in the face of what has
been stated by the railroad officials. I believe that they are
sincere in their statements. I see no reason why they shonld
attempt to deceive us. The amount involved is too small to
warrant them in employing these statements as a “ bluff,” as
some gentleman has intimated recently.

Mr. WILLTAM W. KITCHIN. Will the gentleman permit an
interruption right there?

Mr. MEYER. With pleasure, but just for a moment.
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Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. It occurs to me that the gen-
tleman who sent you that telegram was under the impression
the only pay that train got came from this special appropria-
tion. Now, I ask the gentleman this question: If the great
amount of mail matter which you have just stated this train
carries into New Orleans does not show that under the regular
statutory pay that train is of enormous profit to the railroad?

Mr. MEYER. Well, I do not care to discuss that. I am not
sufficiently posted as to what it pays.

BiMr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. I mean exclusive of the sub-
dy.

Mr. MEYER. This gentleman knows what he Is talking
about. He is the president of two railroads and stands very
high in the ecommunity in which he lives, the ecity of Atlanta,
and knows whether it pays him or not and what it pays him.
I have no reason in the world to question the correciness of his
statement, especially as the amount which his road receives as
his proportion is scarcely enough to warrant him to jeopardize
his reputation as a man of truth and veracity. He certainly
would not make an incorrect statement, which he might rea-
sonably expect would be quoted on the floor of this House.

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. Buat however honest he may
be—and I am not impugning or reflecting upon his integrity—
does not the telegram itself show that he was under the impres-
sion that this subsidy or special appropriation was the only
pay that train got, when the very fact shows that it must get
an enormous pay from the regular rates?

Mr. MEYER. I can not conceive, Mr. Chairman, that Mr.
Wickersham is ignorant of the proportion of the so-called sub-
gidy his roads receive.

Mr. SMALL. May I say to the gentleman that there is no
evidence here that the amount of pay received is excessive ex-
cept the statement of the gentleman? There is absolutely
nothing from the record, no evidence that would be conclusive
upon the fact, and I would ask the gentleman further if the
question of the necessity of this appropriation does not depend
upon this, that this is necessary to maintain these schedules,
not the amount they are getting now? If they are getting too
much, that is to be remedied in another way and at another
time. I would ask the gentleman if that is not the situation?

Mr. MEYER. In my judgment, that is the situation.

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. The fact is, as I stated to my
collengue yesterday in arguing that certain roads had got too
much because of the great amount of traffic they carried, if this
should be one of those roads why should it not be eliminated?

Mr. SMALL. That is a mere matter of conjecture that the
gentleman is making.

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN.
-ment of yesterday.

Mr. MEYER. Mr. Chairman, I do not think it is necessary to
enter into further specific details. I will simply refer to this
fact, that of all the great appropriations that are made by this
Congress and by this Government the South receives but a
small proportion. I do not mean to intimate in any way that
there is any spirit of unfairness in the legislation of this House,
yet I would urge that even to this small appropriation there has
been undue opposition, that to my mind is almost unaccountable.

Mr. SULZER. If the gentleman will permit me to interrupt
him. Suppose this subsidy to this railroad were discontinued,
do you believe that it would make any difference to you and
the people of your State in regard fo the arrival of the mail?
Would not you, anyway, get your mail about as quick——

‘Mr. MEYER. By no means——

Mr. SULZER (continuing). Whether the railroad got the
gubsidy or did not get the subsidy?

Mr, MEYER. By no means, Mr. Chairman. As the ecase
now stands, by this train No. 97 we receive our mail at 11.15 in
the forencon. Were this train discontinued and the old order
of things reestablished, the same mail would not reach the city
of New Orleans until half past 8 at night; consequently busi-
ness people would not receive their letters until the following
day, making a difference of practically a full business day.

Mr. SULZER. Just another word In that connection. If
they did not deliver the mail on account of the discontinuance
of the subsidy, do you not believe that the Postmaster-General,
who contracts for the carrying of this mail by the railroads,
could compel the railroad to deliver the mall just as speedily as
it does now?

Mr. MEYER. I will say to the gentleman that the Post-
master-General has not done it in all the years that have past;
he has perfect and absolute disposition of the money, and the
Department has so far failed to secure the fast mall withont
paying the railroad this extra compensation.

Mr. SULZER. Do you not think it possible, instead of giv-
ing the railroad this bonus, the Postmaster-General could make

It is based upon your argu-

this railroad deliver the mail as quickly and as speedily as
other railroads do?

Mr. MEYER. I bave no doubt the gentleman has often
heard the old adage, * You can lead a horse to water, but you
can not make him drink.” The Postmaster-General has no
power to compel the railroads to make that connection.

Mr. SULZER. I just want to say, in closing, to my friend
from Louisiana that, in my opinion, this Congress has got suf-
ficient power to make the Postmaster-General make a contract
with the Southern Railroad Company to earry this mail just
as speedily as it is earried now, without Congress voting the
railroad a dollar of subgidy or bonus,

Mr. MEYER. Of course, my friend from New York must
know that he has no such power. The power to fix rates arbi-
trarily has not yet been established. The carrier, as party of
the second part, must necessarily be consulted.

Now, Mr, Chairman, I beg to submit a few of the numerous
letters, petitions, and resolutions sent to me in advocacy of this
appropriation.

[From the New Orleans Board of Trade, which numbers In Its member-
ship five or six hundred of the leading and most influe si
men. Febroary 10, 1008.] < s
There is considerable apprehension on the

terests‘ of New Orleans that, as the contract for the fast mail service

from New York and eastern polnts to this clty is about to expire, there
will be no appropriation made for this service.

o ﬁ:t !Erhamfaagt ;nna&l lvlr_;ai:oNo.t ]197 of the Sout{:&m %lnllway Company runs

g 5 other revenue, without an ap

service is likely to be discontinued. i
If the conditions that existed in 1901, when there was much agita-

tion in regard to this subject, made it essentinl that this service between

the North and Bouth should be maintained, it is infinitely more so
to-dny, when the development of the South has so greatly increased the
amount of postal business handled, as is eviden by the receipts of
our New Orleans gost-omce. which _have increased In gbe past fourteen
g,‘l’? mf]r{;:mwsifng 4 i?l me?'lw $730,419 in 19035, an increase of over

57,000, a continu nerease ever, ear, and 3
nearly $50,000 last year over 1904, (A AR Hicroase of

The board of trade feels that the entire commerein! interests of the
South would suffer from a discontinuance of the fast mail service
reachin throuﬁh it from the nation's metropolis, and that, on the other
hand, all sonthern commercial interests would be greatly assisted by
the establishing of a return fast maii gmetm lis.

A fast mall service is of benefit not only to the large cigom through
which it goes, but also to all of the surrounding country. The mer-
chant and planter at the crossroads In the rural districts are not
less interested in such & service than are the business men of the citles.

fThet mgsefj immediate ?onnectlons L{Jy mail Eg,re necessary in these dagn

of exten commercial correspondence, or many transac

A ML RIS | aente Hi Sreatrconis o

e eve tha your nee, the falr-mindedness and fns-
tice of both Houses of Congress will prevent the infliction of so msnl'f1el:t

A wWrong u the southeérn people and their business, and the hoard of

trade trusts, with [yonr help, to prevent any cutting off of onr fast mall

service appropriation, and, if possible, to secure the additional appro-

priation requisite for establishing a return fast mail service, z

[Letter from New Orleans Board of Trade, March 9, 1008.]

Your communication under date of February 26, addressed to s
dent Kohnke, relative to appropriation for the continunance of thf E?:t
mail service between eastern points and New Orleans, was duly re-
Sore A2, b Ao 2 S In o M e oaton £

nteres AV e matter, w =

portance to the merchants of this city. lts: G rhelac

e majority of orders from 5 ¢ are executed in New York,

the advantafe of the fast mall for the business men of hoth cities tkn

the filling of orders, answering of correspondence, and purchase of ex-
change is practically twenty-four hours.

The regular train on the Southern Railway leaves New York at 4.95
p. m.,, arriving at New Orleans at 7.15 a. m. of the second morning. If
orders are not executed and correspondence prepared for said trainm
practically a whole day would be lost, whereas with ast mail No. o7
eaving New York at 2,10 a. m. and arriving at New Orleans at 11.25
a. m. the following mornln,%_h(same mornl.u(& as the regular train) an
entlrg day g: allowed for e executing orders, answering corre-
spondence, ete. =

All foreign mall reaches here on the fast mail, and the matter of ex-
change and the facilitles for fllling orders is of great advantage to the
business interests of this c!t[v;.

Should the fast mail be discontinued, It would mean that the husiness
men of New Orleans, who now receive their eastern mail about 11 a. m.,
wonld not receive same until the next morning.

No. 97 brings by far the largest amount of mail to New Orleans that
is brought by any one train. About 12,000 letters, besldes newspapers,
ete,, are brought in daily, and from 80 to 45 pouches of foreign mall
and other packages from wvarious parts of Europe and olher forelgn
conntries are received three times a week.

The return fast mail service from here to New York on the same
schedule as the fast mall which reaches this city would enable New
York business men to get their mall from New Orleans the first thing in
the morning instead in the afternoon.

[Letter from Lounisiana Bugar and Rlee Exchange, March 2, 1008,
transmitting copy of resolutions passed by that body.]

Inclozed 1 hand yon copy of resolutions passed by the board of di-
rectors of the Loulslana Sugar Exchange, which speak for themselves.

We are all deeply Interested in not only having the appropriation
for the present fast mail renewed, but also to have a similar fast malil
established northbound. This, as you must realize, wil be of enor-
uowlns advantage to the mercantile and manufacturing Interests of New

rleans,

The bulk of domestic exchange here Is handled on New York., and
the establishment of a fast malil service northbound would save twenty-
four hours on all mail matter, and we would appreciate it very much
u'dt%rt%l:gh your efforts, this advantage could be extended to our city
an a,

art of the business in-

service to tha
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[Copy of resclutions.]

At a meeting of the board of directors of the Louisiana Sugar and
Iire Exehange held March 1 the following resolutions were unani-
mougly adopted :

“ YWhereas the city of New Orleans and the South in general have en-
joyed for some time fast mail service from New York and other eastern
commereial centers; and "

* Wihereas the time hns now arrived for renewal of the appropriation
for the continuance of the fast mall from New York and eastern peints:

* Resolved, That we earneatly request the honorable House of Repre-
gentatives In Congress assembled to renew the full appropriation for
the continuation of this fast mail service, as being absolutely essential
to our commercial and industrial prosperity, the admntag‘es of which
to our community are too appareni to require recifal here.”

In addition to this we most respectfully urge that an appropriation
be made for the establishment of a similar fast mail service between
the large commercial cities of the Sonth and New York and other enst-
ern points. At present the maill Iem'ingol\ere in the evening does not
reach New York until the second day about 1 o'clock, and is generally
distributed too late to be available for nse that day, practically makln;f
the mall connections hetween New York and other large commercia
centers a matter of three days.

In these days of commercial activity and the constant use of the
telegraph and telephone It is highly important that the mail service be
brought np to a similar standard, and we therefore most earnestly urge
that o fast mail be established between New Orleans and New York
which will enable the delivery of mall matter on the morning of the
second day, thus saving twenty-four hours on all mall matter, which in
the jtem oJ‘ exchange alone would amount to thousands of dollars an-
nually, and thus lessen the tax on the movement of money to and from

business centers.
J. C. MuxeHY, President,
Attest:
W. Mamgs, Acting Sceretary.

[Editorial In Dally States of March 1, 1006.]

The importance of the present fast mail train service between New
York and New Orleans, which, on account of the expiration of the term
for which the appropriation has been made and becanse of the tendency
of Congress to cut down appropriations for fast mail train service, may

resently be discontinued, is shown by an examination of facts and
gures as they m.n% be obtained at the post-office,

Postmaster T. J. Woodward and Assistant Postmaster George V.
Fucns went over the entire record and the examination was conclusive
that this fast mall traln from New York, No. 97, brings by far the
larcest amount of mall to New Orleans that is brought by any one train.

On an average this train brings to New Orleans daily 12,000 letters
ard 102 tie sacks of newspapers, besides a baggage car full of news-
papers which are not tied.

‘he train which brings in the second largest qgﬂnﬁ of mall is
No. 3, also from the Fast over the Louisville and Nashville route, an
average of between 8,000 and 10,000 letters.

The train which brings in the third largest quantity of mail is the
Illinois Central, No. 5, between 4,000 and 5,000 letters.

Here is set forth in a nutshell the actual mall No. 97 brings into this

city :

ly yaily, 12,000 letters, or about 100 sacks, and 102 sacks of newspapers,
tied, and a bazguge car filled with newspapers untied.

Three times a week from 30 to 45 pouches of foreign mall, of which
4 sealed packages come twice a week from Italy, 2 from ndon, 2
from Liverpool, and 2 from Dublin, and other packages from various
oiher parts of Iurope and other foreign countries.

Passing through New Orleans for other points dally are on an aver-
aga from fifty to seventy-five bags of mall for Mexico, large quantities
of exchange mail for Central America, and much which has to be re-
aortedﬂfci:rlgistrlbution in the local post-office, going to all points in the
near vicinity.

The fast mail is of at advantage and facility to the business men
and merchants in the filling of orders and in the purchase of exchange.
The postal anthorities say that If this city had a fast mall to fn {from
here to New York on the same schedule as the one on which the fast
mail now reaches this eity it would enable the business men of New
York to get their mail from New Orleans the first thing in the morning
instead of in the afternoon. It has often been a matter of wonder why
New Orleans did not have a return fast mall service fo the metropolis.
The peogle of New Orleans ought to have the same facilities as those
enjoyed the people of New York. Then the fast return mail to New
York would greatly facilitate the filling of orders in New York and the
handling of exchange for that city. Alore orders are executed by New
Orleans business men in New York and more New York exchange is
bought in the natural conrse of business here than in all other cities of
the country combined. ' A return fast mall would mean that this ex-
change conld be had and that orders could be filled at least twelve
hours earlier than is at present the case.

If the present fast mail service from New York to New Orleans were
discontinued, it wonld mean that business men who now get their
eastern mall at 11.80 in the morning wonld not get the same mall until
the next morning, or about eighteen hours later. As all of the Liver-
pool, Dublin,, and London mail reaches here on this fast traln and as
nine letters ont of everg ten are to loeal cotton men ;])ertni.ning to the
cotton business, a great hindrance and hardship would be worked on
the cotton business, the mainstay of the Bouth, by the discontinuing
of the fast mail service from New York.

[Letter from Cosmopolitan Bank and Trust Company, March 24, 1000.]

With this we taike the llberty of adding our request to that of the
New Orleans Progressive Unlon and others of our neighbors regarding
the mail facilities especinlly desired by the New Orleans business com-
munity from this city to New York.

As you are aware, there is now a fast train from New York hence to
New Orleans, which 1s found to be of great service and advantage to
the lmsiness Interests of this city and section, bnt the mall leaving
here for New York ls not made in the same time, leaving here at 7.15

. m. and reaching New York on the second day at 1 p. m., too late for
?he ordinary business transactions of that day called for by our mail,
and hence we are g‘ut at a disadvantage by the delay in receipt of our
letters in New York.

May we not, therefore, ask and urge your kind influence in the
endeavor to have established from New Orleans to New York a train
thet will leave here at 4 p. m., which would make it due in New York

on the second day out by 7 o'clock a. m,, thus giving practically a
saving of an additlonal day in the attention to the mail from here.

It is needless to say to you that from the situation and importance
of New Orleans as the largest center in the South any such facilities
would be of incalculable advantage to this section, and would be highly
appreciated by the entire community.

That it is the consensus of opinion of the financial interests of
New Orleans that there should be established a train from that
city to New York, leaving at about 4 p. m., and arriving on the
second day at about T a. m., is evidenced by letters from the fol-
lowing banks, etc.:

Interstate Trust and Banking Company.

New Orleans S8tock Exchange.

New Orleans Progressive Union.

New Orleans National Bank.

Teutonia Bank and Truost Company.

German-American National Bank.

Bank of Orleans.

Morgan State Bank.

Hibernia Bank and Trust Company.

New Orleans Cotton Exchange.

A. Baldwin & Co. (Limited).

Whitney-Central National Bank.

Citizens' Bank of Louisiana.

Metropolitan Banlk.

Colonial Bank and Trust Company.

DUTY TO SOUTH.

Mr. Chairman, in passing upon this question of a fast rail-
way mail service for the Southern States it is our duly to look
at the situation presented to-day in that section of the Union.
It is true that we do not have in the South large cities such as
they have in the North and which force the ralilroads there to
expedite their irains in order to secure business.

GROWING SOUTH.

But our cities and towns all exhibit a gratifying increase.
This is especially the case in my own city of New Orleans.
What is true of the towns and cities—of New Orleans, Galves--
ton, Vicksburg, Memphis, Nashville, Mobile, and Atlanta—Iis
also true of the Southern States in which they lie. There is a
large, steady, and gratifying increase of the population.

The State of Louisiana so far exceeded the average rate of
inerease for the Union that she became entitled to an additional
Member of Congress under each of the two rival plans of reap-
portionment presented to us in 1901. Such comparatively
new and fertile States as Kansas and Nebraska did not present
an equal increase with Louisiana, although they possess great
resources and are located on great lines of railroads. For a long
period after the clvil war, depressed and discouraged by military
rule, by reconstruction, negro and. carpetbag ascendency, the
South made little or no progress. But as these evils were re-
moved or mitignted the South began to put on a new life. The
tree apparently dead began to put forth leaves and branches,
and already we behold the fruit.

AGRICULTURE IMPROVED.

Qur cotton crop has been largely developed and for some years
past prices have been remunerative, Other crops have done
well. The cotton seed once deemed useless has been converted
into a most valuable product. Every branch of agriculture has
improved.

DEVELOPMENT IN MINING.

Our mines of iron and coal have been developed and we now
manufacture pig iron cheaper than any country in the world.
We are making steel and selling it abroad. DBoth of these indus-
tries are yet in their infancy. There is hardly any limit to their
respective growth.

NEW MILLS.

Cotton mills are going up every day. We are manufacturing
coarse cottons cheaper than any other people in the world..
Our mills are making the hizhest grades of cotton goods, and it
is only a question of time when the South shall monopolize the
cotton manufacture of this country and export these goods
freely to other lands., [Applause.]

Many other kinds and forms of manufacturing industry are
rapidly springing up. There is hardly one of them that can be
mentioned in which the South does not possess equal or supe-
rior advantages to any other section of this Union.

SHIPBUILDING INDUBTRY.

Shipbuilding, which has been regarded as exclusively a
northern industry, is now being actively prosecuted at Newport
News and on the James River, in Virginia. In this rapid for-
ward movement of agriculture, manufactures, and conunerce
igs it not clear to every intelligent mind that rapid, frequent
mnils are an essential, necessary ingredient? This rapid com-
munication between the South and the North and East is nec-
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ezsary to each—to all the country.
wenld be a reproach and a scandal.

This, however, is only a part of the story. It is evident that
we are on the threshold of a larger, greater commerce with
South America, the West Indies, including Cuba, Mexico, and
Central Ameriea, than ever before. All these countries are
rapidly develeping. They are attracting immigration, ecapital,
and are about to improve their grand resources.

PANAMA CANAL,

The building of the Panama Canal, now an assured fact, will
give a special stimulus to this coming trade. Cuba, freed from
the yoke of Spain, exhibits fourfold activities. The South is, or
will be, in close touch with all these countries. Your mails and
your richest products must pass through her ports and gateways
in order to reach these countries. Surely this is no hour for a
narrow vision, a contracted policy, or a neglect of the agencies
which stimulate commerce and enhance the wealth, power, and
glory of our Republic. [Applause.]

. REHABILITATION OF SOUTH. .

I must not omit to state that this work of southern rehabilita-
tion and progress is mainly, almost exclusively, the work of our
own sons. It is not the ereation of northern men or the result
of foreign immigration. The immigrants from the Northern
States or from Europe have followed the lines of climate. They
have gone West. More of our sons have gone North and West
than the number who have reenforced our ranks of labor and
production. We have a right to be proud of this fact. We are
paying our full share of the expenses of this Government. Our
crops of cotton, tobacco, and other exports go far to swell your
favorable balance of trade and bring back foreign gold. We
pay heavily for appropriations in which we reap no benefit, and
it is a very small return to allow this moderate mail appropria-
tion, so important to our commerce, to remain undisturbed,
[Loud applause.]

[Applause.] To deny it

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

The committee informally rose; and the Speaker having taken
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate,
by Mr. PARKINSON, its reading clerk, announced that the Senate
had passed without amendment bills of the following titles:

H. R. 13154. An act for the relief of John T. Irion;

H. It. 16140. An act to authorize the maintaining and operat-
ing for toll an existing struncture across Ingaloo River, known as
* Knox's bridge,” at a point where said river is the boundary be-
tween the States of South Carolina and Georgia;

H. . 9165. An act authorizing the Secretary of the Interior
to issue patent to the Seandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Little
Missouri River congregation to certain lands for cemetery pur-
poses; and

H. R. 2096. An act to reimburse Capt. Sydney Layland for
sums paid by him while master of the United States transport
Mobile in July and August, 1898.

The message also announced that the Vice-President had ap-
pointed Mr. Perrus and Mr. GArLLiNGer members of the joint
committee on the part of the Senate as provided for in the act
of February 16, 1889, entitled “An act to authorize and provide
for the disposition of useless papers in the Executive Depart-
ments,” for the disposition of useless papers in the Treasury
Department.

The message also announced that the Vice-President had ap-
pointed Mr. NEWLANDS as conferee on the bill (H. R. 12707) to
enable the people of Oklahoma and of the Indian Territory to
form a constitution and State government and be admitted into
the Union on an equal footing with the original States; and to
enable the people of New Mexico and of Arizona to form a consti-
tution and State government and be admitted into the Union on
an equal footing with the original States " in place of Mr. Par-
TERSON, excused from further service.

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL.

The committee resumed its session.

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, T yield ten minutes
to the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Pace].

Mr. PAGE. Mr. Chairman, it had been my purpose during
the consideration of the bill now before the House to make
some remarks at some length, particularly upon the subject of
railway mail pay, which I think is, on the dense routes, exces-
sive; but circumstances have been such, or my modesty has been
so great, that I have not forced myself upon this committee for
that purpose; and now, in the few moments that have been as-
signed me by my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Moox], I want
simply to touch a few of those things that have been discussed
by gentlemen who have preceded me. The conduct of those gen-
tleinen who have discussed particularly one feature of the bill
under consideration, namely, the appropriation to facilitate the
foilla—and I use this word in deference to their delicate senses—

to expedite the mail between Washington and New Orleans,
leads me to remark that these gentlemen, who are usually o
courteous, who are usually so well possessed of their tempers,
have, it seems to me, departed from their daily custom. My
amiable colleague from North Carolina [Mr. Smarr], who has
made for himself here, as at home, a reputation for courtesy
and gentlemanly conduet, so far forgot himself in the keat of
discussion in his speech on yesterday as to impress me with
being discourteous fo one of his colleagues from his own State
[Mr. Weee]. Mr. Wesep made a statement, and my colleague
[Mr. Smarr] challenged that statement and challenged him to
prove his assertion. When Mr. Wese interrupted him for the
purpose of proving the statement that he had made, my col-
league refused to let him do it, and so my purpose upon this
floor now, as much as any other thing, is to make peace between
the members of my own delegation.

Mr. SMALL. May I interrupt the gentleman a moment?

Mr. PAGE. Certainly, sir.

Mr. SMALL. The interruption, as I understand it, was for
the purpose of quoting a statement made by the Second Assistant
Postmaster-General. I challenged the gentleman to produce any
such statement by that official. I was met by the reply that he
had a private letter from the Postmaster-General in response to
one that he had written, and I declined, and, I think, properly
declined, to permit a letter from the Postmaster-General, Mr.
Cortelyou, to be interpolated into my remarks, not intending any
dizcourtesy whatever. i

Mr. WEBB. Mr. Chairman——

The CITATRMAN. Does the gentleman yield?

Mr. PAGE. 1 yield to my colleague.

Mr. WEBB. My colleague [Mr. SmarL] seems to object that
I wanted to put into his speech a statement from the I’ostmas-
ter-General. I insisted that the letter whieh I have, and which
was written on the Tth of this month, three days ago, was not
only signed by the Postmaster-General, but was initialed and
countersigned *“W. 8. 8." which means William 8. Shallen-
berger, the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, and in that
letter he says as to whether the withdrawal of special-facility
pay by Congress would cripple the mail service between YWash-
ington and Atlanta “ that no apprehension is felt that the serv-
ice would be crippled.” That is the statement which I wanted
to get into the REcorp. [Applause.]

Mr. SMALI. But I would suggest that the letters from the
vice-president of the Southern Railway and from the prezideat
of the Atlanta and West Point, as read by the gentleman from
Louisiana [Mr. MEvYer] this morning, contain the positive state-
ment that this specal train 97, under the present schedule for
expediting the mails, will not be continued if this appropriation
is withheld, and I take it that they know more about the matter
than does the Postmaster-General.

Mr., PAGE. Mr. Chairman, I am obliged to my colleagues
for the explanations which they have both made.

Now, there was one other statement made by my colleague
[Mr, Syarrn] that T want to give him the opportunity to correct
on this floor. In his speech on yesterday he charged that those
gentlemen who had opposed this appropriation to facilitate the
mail between Washington and New Orleans had uniformly voted
for the appropriation to expedite the mails between the Pacific
coast and the island of Tahiti.

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. Will the gentleman yield for a
moment?

Mr. PAGE. No, sir; not now. I refute the charge, and if
my language is parliamentary, and if no one will ask to have it
taken down, I will say that that statement is untrue as touching
quite a number of gentlemen upon this floor.

Mr. WILLTAM W. KITCHIN. Including myself.

Mr, WEBDB. And including me.

Mr. SMALL. May I interrupt the gentleman?

Mr. PAGE. Certainly. v

Mr. SMALL. I believe it will be admitted that up to the time
that I brought the attention of the Iouse yesterday to the
subsidy for the mail from San Francisco to Tahiti, that par-
ticular subsidy had not been mentioned in this debate. I be-
lieve the gentleman will admit that.

Mr. PAGE. Yes.

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCIIIN. You brought it in yesterday,
but it has been debated on the floor of the House in previous
sessions of Congress, and we have knocked it out, and the Senate
has afterwards put it in.

Mr. SMALL. There had been no opposition to it in this
debate,

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. Will the gentleman yield?

The CHHAIRMAN. To whom does the gentleman yield?

Mr. PAGE. 1 do not yield to anyone. As touching the
appropriation itself, I have very little to say. My record in
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the brief time I have been in Congress speaks for itself. I
have uniformly voted against this appropriation for the reason
that I have not believed, nor do I believe, that it is necessary
to facilitate the mails into that section from which I come.
[Applause.]

Mr. Chairman, I vefute the charge that the sgection which is
represented on this floor by seven gentlemen, four from the
State of Nerth Carolina and three from the State of South
Carolina, in which more than one-third of the cotton that is
manufactured in Ameriea is manufactured, that a section that
is prosperous, not only in this line, but along every other line,
there is any necessity for it to come to the National Govern-
ment as a euppliant for its bounty. [Applause.]

1 Lelieve, Mr., Chairman, that the great business of that sec-
tion will bring to It all the facilities for mail and other things
that it needs or that it cares to have, There are ofher rail-
rondg running info that great section that I In part represent
upon this flcor, and their trains go with all the speed tbat up-
to-date locomotives built by skilled Americans can carry them
without being paid any bounty by anyene. I believe too much
in that section from which I come, in its present prosperity,
in its glorions future, and I believe that there is not one iota
of necessity for this appropriation from the National Govern-
ment; and as long as I so believe my vote shall be recorded
against it

Mr. Chairmion, passing from this, I want to say one other
thing. There is in the bill under consideration a provision
made for the welzhing of all the second-class matter by the
postmasters during the last six months of this year. Anything
on earth that will bring to the attention of this House or the
committes information that will bring them to solve the great
problem of faecilitating mails meets with my approval. DBut it
seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that in connection with this pro-
vislon and remarks made by gentlemen on this floor during
this discassion that I see something other than information.
As long as magazines and other periodicais of this country
were engaged in the exposition of the graft and greed of in-
surance presidents and others who are high in the financial
world, in taking the money that did not belong to them, every-
body bid them all-hail and all-speed. But the very moment
it was discovered that the Republican party became the bene-
ficiaries of the pilferings of these men, then the edict has gone
forth and the writers of these articles have become the “ men
with the muck rake. [Laughter and applause on the Demo-
cratie gide.] And in the future you will find that the magazines
. will not any more have the privilege of the penny postage.
[Applause on the Demoeratic side.]

Mr. SULZER. Mr. Chairman, as the House of Representa-
tives is now in Committee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union, I desire to take advantage of the fime at my dis-
posal to say a few words in regard to a matter I deem of much
public moment and of vital importance to all the people in our
land. I refer to the preservation of one of the greatest scenic
wonders in all the world—Niagara Falls, .

There are pending in Congress at the present time several
bills, any one of which, I believe,.if enacted into law, will go
far to cffectunally put a stop for a long time to come to the
further devastation of these wonderful waterfalls by the sordid
hand of industrialism and the greedy selfishness of eommercial-
ism; but thus far, I regret to say, no action has been taken
regarding the matter, and I very much fear that unless some-
thing is done, and very epeedily done, this session of Congress
will adjourn without anything being accomplished to protect
Niagara Ifalls from further spoliation.

I appeal to-day to those Members in this House who have in
charge this important matter to be up and doing, so that ere
we adjourn there will be 4 law upon the Federal statute books
that will make it impossible for any more water for commercial
purposes to be diverted from Niagara River—a law that will
protect and preserve the beauty and the grandeur of this won-
der of wonders, in so far as Congress can do so, for generations
yet to come. [Applause.]

Mr. Chairman, the “thunder of waters™ of the aborigines,
the most awe-inspiring spectacle ever seen by a human being,
the promised land of all lovers of natural scenery, the scenie
Mecca toward whieh millions of people travel every year
from all parts of the world—the tumultuous, tremendous, thun-
dering Niagara Falls—must not be destroyed, but must be pre-
served In all its marvelous splendor by this generation for all
the ages yet to come. This is our duty. We are charged with
this responsibility. We can not and we must not evade It
These Niagara IFalls do not belong to any country or io any
people. They are the inalienable heritage of humanity, and one
generation must preserve them in all their power and in all
thelr beauty for the benefit of the next generation. This is the

unwritten law of the eternal rights of mankmd, and we must
not prove false to our trust or recreant to our responsibility.

The devastation of Niagara Falls is a crime against genera-
tions yet unborn, and if we permit the piratical interests of
utilitarian industrialism, so rampant in this practicable age, to
go on with the spoliation of this magnificent gift of the Creator
of the universe, we will be false to the great trust humanity has
reposed in us and the future will justly hold us up to obloguy
and contempt and execration.

We are the trustees of the free institutions of the fathers and
of the natural grandeur and scenie glory of our beautiful land,
charged by the sacred rights of mankind to transmit them un-
impaired to future generations; and if we fail to preserve and
protect the institutions of the fathers, and every beautiful pic-
ture in nature’s art gallery for those who are to come after us
we will be false to our duty, recreant to the solemn trust re-
posed in us, and justly censurable by those who will follow
after us.

Mr. Chairman, the mighty surplus waters of the Great Lakes,
as they dash in torrential waves through the narrow confines of
Niagara River for 32 miles and then tumultuously plunge in
myriad-colored volumes over the precipitous falls of Niagara, is
one of the greatest, one of the grandest, and one of the most
glorious wonders of the earth—the most awe-inspiring spectacle
of its kind little man has ever beheld. You must see it to ap-
preciate it. No tongue can do it justice. No pen can describe
it. No painter can picture it. But it is not so much the height
of the falls that beggars description—it is the immensity of the
volume of water that jumps and leaps and tumbles and rages
and roars and thunders over the falls that makes them as
unique as they are glorious and indescribable.

The waters of the Great Lakes are discharged through tho
Niagara River into Ontario, and then on and on oceanward
through the St. Lawrence. The mean lIevel of Lake Erie is
about 572 feet and that of Lake Ontario about 246 feet above
the gea. Leaving Lake Erie at Buffalo the Niagara River is
navigable and flows with a moderate slope to a short distance
below the Welland River, about 19 miles, in which distance it
hag a fall of something like 14 feet. The slope here is sud-
denly increased and the river ceasés to be navigable. In the
next half mile it has a fall of about 50 feet, forming the rapids
above the falls. It is divided by Goat Island into two arms of
cqual size, that on the Canadian side earrying, it is said, about
seven times the volume of water carried on the American side.
At the foot of Goat Island the waters of both arms leap over a
vertieal precipice, constituting Ningara Falls proper, that on the
(Canadian side being known as the Horseshoe Fall, and that on
the American side being ecalled the American Fall. The height
of the Horseshoe Fall is about 1061 feet, and that of the
American Fall about 165 feet. Immediately below the falls
the river is again mavigable for a short distance, and then
assumes the character of magnificent rapids as far as Lewiston,
T miles from Ontario, where it again becomes navigable and
remains so until it enters Lake Ontario.

The volume of water flowing over the falls varies somewhat
with the level of Lake Erle, which is subject at times to varia-
tions of several feet, depending upon rainfall, barometric pres-
sure, and the direction and force of the wind. At the mean
level of Lake Erie the volume of discharge is about 200,000
cubie feet per second. When you come to calculate it, the power
of this tremendous volume of water is almost incomprehen-
sible. This gigantic body of water going over these majestic
falls every second, and the intensely interesting rapids above
and below them, make Niagara Falls a place of indeseribable
scenery and in uniqueness and grandeur among the seven won-
ders of the earth. ]

Years ago the State of New York passed a law creating 4
beautiful park, consisting of about 400 acres, on the American
glde; and every year the State appropriates $25,000 for its care
and maintenance, The Canadian government has also created
by law a splendid park on the Canndian side, consisting of about
700 acres. And these parks carefully maintalned lend addi-
tional beauty and enjoyment to the inspiring wonders of nature.

It is said, and investigation demonstrates it, that the falls are
receding from naturdl causes, regurdless of commercial dese-
cration, and in the many cenfuries to come will be only a
shadow of thelr present greatness and glory. In looking over
tlie surveys made by eminent engineers in 1842, 1875, 1886, and
1890, 1 find that the American Fall has receded at the rate of
0.04 of a foot a year, or 30.75 feet between 1842 and 1890, and
ihe IMorseshoe Fall during the same period, 2.18 feet annually,
or 104.51 feet In forty-eight years, a very much higher rate of
recession than was ever thought of prior to the second survey
in 1875. Of course the falls do not recede evenly ; some parts of
the crest remaln more or less stationary, while others change
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rapidly. The figures I have cited represent the points of greatest
activity. According to this data, the total area of rock surface
which has disappeared at the American Fall between 1842 and
1890 represents about 33,000 square feet, practically three-
fourths of an acre. At the Horseshoe Fall there has disappeared
during the same period about 275,000 square feet, or over 6
acres. In all deseriptions of the American Fall we speak of one,
although there are two, but the second one, ealled the “ Luna
Fall,” is so small that it is seldom referred to, and is interesting
chiefly because it affords the sightseer an opportunity to go be-
hind the falling waters into the so-called ** Cave of the Winds.”

Geologists have given much study to Niagara Falls, and have
speculated as to the future length of life of this incomprehens-
ible marvel of nature, and how many thousands of years it will
take before the increasing thickness of the Niagara limestone,
and the decreasing exposure of the soft underlying shales will
reduce the height of the falls to a mere series of succeeding
rapids; but 1 prediet that if the present sordid selfishness of
industrial vandalism goes on, it will destroy the unrivaled
beauty and diminish the incomparable grandeur of this gigantie
water inspiration of the world long before any change is pro-
duced by natural erosion.

We can not stop the forces of nature in their unceasing work
of destruction, but we can and we must fetter the sordid, selfish,
spoliation of man.

The great water power available at Niagara Falls attracted
the attention of scheming commercialists at an early day, but
it was not until this immense power could be transmitted and
used in the form of electricity that its development on a large
scale became financially profitable. Within recent years the
Canadian government, or the Provinee of Ontario, and the State
of New York have granted franchises, the value of which can
not at this time be computed in figures, to corporations, allow-
ing them to divert the waters from the falls and use its tre-
mendous force for power purposes. There are, I am informed,
a half dozen corporations on both sides of the river char-
tered by the Province of Ontario, or the Canadian govern-
ment, and the State of New York, and these soulless corpora-
tions are doing more to-day to forever destroy these magnifi-
cent falls than the forces of nature have done in all the ages
of the past.

This Government and Great Britain, acting separately or
jointly, must stop this criminal exploitation of the falls for com-
mercial purposes. It is a erime against future generations, and
the two Governments concerned ought to take the matter in
bhand at once and put a stop to it for all time to come. Con-
gress should have done its duty in the premises long ago. These
magnificent falls do not belong to the State of New York or to
the Canadian government—they belong to the people of all the
world; and it is incumbent on this Government and on the
British Government to preserve and protect this magnificent
wonder of nature and hand it down to future generations with
all its beauty unimpaired and all its grandeur undiminished.

We must pass stringent laws to prevent the further granting
of franchises to greedy conunercial interests by the State of
New York, and appeal to the Canadian government to take like
action. The franchise heretofore granted by the legislature of
the State of New York were granted with few restrictions, and
without a single dollar of compensation to the people; and the
money-making value of these franchises, if they can not be for-
feited, is beyond the ecaleulation of the human mind. The
Canadian government, however, more wise and farseeing, did
not grant a single franchise without important reservations
and full compensation; and I am informed that the tax or
revenue the Province of Ontario, or the Canadian government,
derives from the franchises heretofore granted to corporations
to divert the waters from the falls of Niagara amounts to
about £300,000 annually.

Bills are now pending in the legislature of the State of New
York, and in the legislative assembly of the Province of Ontario,
granting additional franchises to corporations to divert the waters
of Niagara, and unless a stop is put to this rnthless and sordid
and selfish practice by the Governments of the United States and
Great Britain by virtue of a treaty, it will not be so very many
years before the beauties of Niagara, the wonders of the falls,
and all the grandeur of this inspiring and indescribable paint-
ing—the grandest ever placed by the hand of the Infinite in
nature'’s unrivaled scenic gallery—will be no more.

Now, Mr. Chairman, what can the Congress do? What is our
duty? How can we put a stop to the further devastation of this
magnificent wonder which belongs to all the people of all the
world and for all the ages? I answer these questions by say-
ing that the Congress of the United States can put a stop to the
further destruction of Niagara Falls so far as the American side
is concerned by passing a law making it a crime for any person

or corporation to divert any of the waters from the Niagara
River for commercial purposes. The Niagara River is a navi-
gable stream, and it being navigable, under the powers of
the Constitution, the laws of Congress in regard to it are
supreme. This being so, I contend that the Congress should,
without further delay, pass a law along the lines I have indi-
cated, and if this is done it will effectually put a stop to the
State of New York granting any more franchises; and I hope
that those already granted will be carefully investigated, and
wherever possible, abrogated.

But this Government can do more than protect the American
side of the falls. It can act through its treaty-making powers.
The Niagara River being the boundary between the United
States and Canada, the United States and Great Britain have
the undoubted right by treaty stipulation to impose such condi-
tions and limitations upon the use of the river and its waters as
they deem proper. A treaty duly negotiated between these two
powers and ratified by the Senate of the United States would
be the supreme law of the land; and if in such treaty it were
provided that the waters of Niagara River should not be di-
verted for commercial purposes and this regulation be enforced
by act of Congress the treaty and the legislation would be valid
and constitutional—all the rights of the State of New York
and of private riparian owners to the contrary notwithstanding,
Such a treaty should be quickly negotiated, and I hope it will
be. I believe that the President is alive to the real situation,
and I trust he will negotinte a treaty with Great Britain at
the earliest practicable time to prevent the future spoliation of
Niagara Falls. But pending the negotiation of this treaty we,
the Members of Congress, have the right and the power to enact
legislation as I have suggested that will effectually prevent the
further exploitation and devastation of Niagara Falls through
the granting of franchises by the legislature of the State of New
York. Mr. Chairman, this Government must act in this matter,
and act at once, before the cunning and piratical hands of
utilitarian industrialism destroy this mgnificent picture, the
gretest scenic wonder ever painted by the unerring hand of the
Infinite in the art gallery of nature. This generation must
preserve in all its grandeur the magnificent water falls at
Niagara from the spoliation of sordid commercialism and trans-
mit them unimpaired to future generations. If the executive
and the legislative branches of this Government will do their
duty, and do it quickly, the IFalls of Niagara will be saved.
[Loud applause.]

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. McDeersmotr].

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Chairman, with the approach of Easter
come the stories of threatemed massacre in Russin. Men and
boys, women and girls, babes in mothers’ arms are to be slaugh-
tered by savage bigots, in whose brains the Russian Greek
Church seems to have left no trace of mercy.

In the name of Christ and the cross, men called * Christians *
have tortured and slaughtered men, women, and children dur-
ing eighteen hundred years. In the name of the cross bigots
have persecuted each other, the Jew, and the heathen. During
seventeen hundred years of the Christian era nearly every
fanatic who evolved from his mean and miserable brain a
“ecommand from heaven" cheerfully and diligently persecuted
those of his fellow-men who disagreed with his insanity.
Around the stake, in the torture chamber, and on the field of
battle “ Christian soldiers" have been transforimed into wild
beasts, sparing none.

While engaged in the congenial occupation of murdering each
other, frenzied zealots of nearly all the Christian creeds have
made common cause against the Jews. The world has been
drenched with their blood, as though God had given command
for the extermination of those whom the Old Testament de-
nominates * his chosen children.” In Chapter XI1II of Deuter-
onomy the following directions are given for taking care of a
town where * false gods " are worshiped:

Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge
of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that Is therein and the cat-
tle thereof, with the edge of the sword. And thou shalt gathber all the
spoil of It into the midst of the stpeet thereof, and shall burn with
fire the city and all the spoil thereof.

These directions were, according to the Old Testament, re-
vealed by God and written by Moses, If the legend could be
changed to have the order written by Satan and issued from
hell, a very great work of justice would be done to the reputa-
tions of both God and Moses. It is difficult to form a correct
estimate of Moses, but it is certain that he is one of the great
figures in the history of mankind. IHe was a great soldier, a
great statesman, a great man, and it is well to redeem his name
from slander. The directions were written long after his
death, and the wretch who wrote them probably thought that
he was inspired—probably thought that his heart of rock and
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brain of hate were under divine guidance, whereas he was
merely ferocious and insane. The * commands” can not now be
read without a shudder, and yet it would seem as if they had
been taken as a pattern for the use of the * Christinn sword”
in dealing with the Jews.

In the Old World persecution of the Jews stains almost every
chapter- of history. Before the Christian era those people were
persecuted, murdered, enslaved; but this was in the regular
course of events, the business of nations then being to persecute,
murder, and enslave, a sort of orderly procedure in days when
every nation was against every other nation, when war was
constant, when man had not learned the dignity of labor. But
it was not until Christianity had obtained dominion tlmt_tl:e
Jews were persecuted because they refused to * accept Cl_u-lst."
From then the spirit of oppression has grown. Persecution of
the Jews, because they are Jews, is to-day tolerated in but few
parts of the Christian world, so far as the statute books go;
but the spirit that is breathed in the words “ Christ killer ” is
found in the eyes and on the tongues of Christians in the New
World as well as in the old. It is not difficult to find the
canse of this. Many people are, after a fashion, taught the
Bible. Some read it. Nearly all who are taught it and many
of those who read it get the idea that nearly nineteen hundred
years ago the Jews crucified Christ; that his cruel death is to be
ever a subject of sorrow, and that the Jews are, unless they give
evidence by conversion that they join in that sorrow, to be
hated and hounded even unto death.

Persecution of Jews has always ceased with apostacy. It is
s0 In Russia to-day. There the Jew who will say that he be-
lieves in the Russian Greek Church becomes a man before the
law, and his life and property are safe. He is no longer a
“ Christ killer.” Against those Jews who refuse to forsake the
beliefs of their fathers the bigots of the Russian chureh proceed
with sword and toreh, and never so ferociously as on the anni-
versary of the day when Christ is supposed to have rigen from
the dead. At Easter the Russians greet each other, the first
speaker saying, “ Christos voscress” (Christ is risen), and the
response is always “ Vo istiney voscress " (He is risen, indeed).
Anyone who has visited Russia or studied the history of its
people knows what vague ideas are embraced in these Easter
greetings. There—and perhaps here—there is a belief that the
resurrected Christ triumphed over his enemies—the Jews. The
greetings over, horror follows. We can not effectively remon-
strate to the Russian Government, asking it to prevent the mur-
ders and outrages that follow the dawn of Iaster; but we ean
ask the church of that Government to interfere. We can, ob-
serving every propriety, ask that the power of that church be
used to prevent recurrence of brutalities that shock the ecivi-
lized world. We can do more than this. We can set an exam-
ple. We can teach the men, women, and children of our own
land to array themeselves on the side of truth. We can teach
in press and pulpit, that the statement that Jesus Christ was
erucified by the Jewish nation is the wickedest falsehood that
ever fell from human lips.

If Christ was a mortal, if he was the son of Joseph and Mary,
born in the geood old-fashioned way, he was crucified by the
Romans. If he was the Son of God, he was crucified by the di-
rection of his Father. Under neither proposition ean the Jews
be held accountable. If he was a mortal, he was the prisoner
of Rome, and the Jews, 18 a race, never cried for his blood.

Let us look at the evidence. The sayings that are credited
to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John agree that Christ was
popular with the Jews at Jerusalem. He had advocated what
seemed to him necessary reforms. Those in charge of the
Temple abjected. He called them harsh names, and the com-
mon people seem to have agreed.

Matthew says that when the chief priests and Pharisees
wanld have laid hands on Jesus, after he had driven the traders
out of the Temple, they dared not do so, because * they feared
the multitude.”

Matthew and Mark agree that when the priests and seribes
consulted, at the house of Caiaphas, about the killing of Jesus
they agreed that it should not be done on a feast day *“ lest
there be an uproar among the people.”

Imke says that all the people were attentive to Christ, and
that when he taught in the Temple all the people came early
in the morning to hear Him, and adds: “And the chief priests
and seribes sought how they might kill him, for they feared
the people.”

When these accounts were written no man knows or has in-
formation upon which to found a reasonable guess, but in the
discussion of this subject there is not any other testimony
to be considered, because there is not any other testimony
obtainakble. This seems certain: The Jews did not have power
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to put Christ to death, and Pontius Pilate did not care any-

thing about the religious controversies of the Jews. It is cer-
tain that Christ was aceused of treason, and it is certain that
he was executed by Roman seldiers. That Pontius Pilate did
not desire to pronounce judgment; that his wife was opposed
to it:; that he * washed his hands”™ of the matfer, and then
told the centurions to proceed with the crucifixien; all these
propositions secem to me absurd. Pontins Pilate eared nothing
for the shouts of a rabble. It may be that he was somewhat
in disfavor at Ilome, that he feared it might be reported there
that he had shielded one who was charged with treason, but
this can not be made to agree with the story that he first ae-
quitted and then executed his prisoner., To have reported such
a proceeding to his Emperor would have been to invite disgrace
and dismissal.

But let us take the story as it is generally taught. Let us
suppose that a rabble, incited by the priests, made enough noise
to induce Pontius Pilate to pronounce judgment of death. How,
in the name of common sense, does this place the erucifixion
upon the Jewish race? When a mob lynches a prisoner in New
Jersey or Delaware or South Carolina we do not say that the
vietim was lynched by the American people. The mob that
velled at Pontius Pilate was wholly without authority to say
that its doings should become a charge against the Jewish race,
A mob ean not charge its wrongdoings to the debit aceount of a
nation, and yet so liberal a writer as Ernest Renan, after quot-
ing from Mark, says:

It was, then, neither Tiberius nor I'ilate who econdemned Jesus. It
was the old Jewish party. It was the Mosale law.

According to our modern ideas, there is no inheritance of guilt from
father to son. Each must account to human or divine justice only for
that which he himself has done. Every Jew who to-day suffers for the
murder of Jesus has, therefore, a right to complain, for he mizht have
lLieen a Simon the Cyrenean, or at least not have been one of those who
eried * Crucify him!"” But nations, like individuals, have their re-
?geonslbilhy. f ever a crime was the crime of a nation, it was surely

crucifixion of Jesus. THis death was “ legal In the sense that it was
primarily caused by a law which was the very soul of the nation.”

Admitting for the moment that Christ was crucified under the
Jewish law, it may be well for Christians to remember that the
law is not found in a secular volume. It is, in all its beauty,
found in the thirteenth chapter of Deuteronomy, and the chil-
dren in our Sunday schools are taught that it was written by
Moses, under divine guidance, shortly before his death. It
reads:

6. If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter,

or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is ns thine own soul, en-
tice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou
hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers;

7. Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you,
nigh unto thee or far oif from thee, from the one end of the earth even
unto the other end of the earth:

8. Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither
shall thine eye pity him; neither shalt thou spare; neither shalt thou

conceal him ;
9. But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon

kim to put him to death; and afterwards the hand of all the people.

10, And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die: because he
hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy God, which brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

According to the Christian religion these directions were per-
fectly good until the Christian era. The New Testament does
not tell us that God repented for having taught men that they
should murder their children if the latter made the slip of get-
ting on bowing terms with the gods in the next county. The
Christian religion amended the old law ; it taught new rules, but
it never declared that the rules laid down in Deuteronomy were
unconstitntional, and to-day the Christian churches teach that
the old law was all right in its day. If this is so, then, for over
a thousand years the Jews were taught, under divine inspiration,
that they had no higher duty than to kill whoever attempted to
teach them a new religion.

I do not believe that a sane god ever dictated any such diree-
tions, or that Moses ever wrote them. But Renan is wrong in
saying that Christ was erucified under this law. Ile was put to
death, not for assailing the Mosaie law, but because he was ac-
cused of treason to Tiberius. According to Matthew, the Roman
soldiers set over the head of Christ his accusation :

This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.

Mark says:

And the soperseription of his accusation was wrltten, “ The King of
the Jews."

Luke says:

And a superscription also was written over him in
and Latin and Hebrew, * This i{s the King of the Jews.

John is said to have heard of it in this fashion:

And Pilate wrote a title and put it on_the eross. And the writin
was, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” Then said the chie

riests of the Jews to Pilate, “ Write not the King of the Jews, but that
e said T am the King of the Jews." Filate answered, * What I have
written I have written.”

.l,etters of Greek
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Christ was not stoned to death upder the Mosaie law. He
was crucified under the loman law. According to John, Pilate
suid to the accusers: :

Take ye Him and judge Him according to your law,

The Jews answered :

It is not lawful for us to put any man to death.

Matthew eays that the mob eried, * His blood be on us and on
our children.” Neither, Mark, Luke, nor John ever heard of this
invocation, and it was probably interpolated in the * Gospel
according to St. Matthew " after the Christian religion had been
preached to the Romans. Tacitus had written that, in the reign
of Tiberins, Christ was *“brought to punishment by Pontius
Pilate, the procurator.” Some one may have thought it would be
easier to establish the Christian religion at Rome if the Roman
governor and his army could be relieved from the stain of the
crucifixion. \

If Christ was a mortal, His crucifixion was one of the regret-
table incidents of this world. If He was a mortal, He was a
martyr, and this whether He suffered death because He desired
to reform the management of the Temple or was intent upon re-
moving the Roman yoke from the neck of Iis people.

Dut it is not because a human being was crucified that the
Jews are persecuted. It is because they are charged with hav-
Ing crucified the Son of God. The words and spirit of the New
Testament—the whole theory of the Christian religion—prove
that this miserable charge should be abandoned. God crented
and peopled the world; man was weak and fell, and continued
in his wicked ways until God-drowned all living things, except a
few and the fishes. It would probably have been better if Noah
and his family had been drowned also and a fresh start taken.
The saved generated wickedness, and the accountability of the
human race for original sin continuing, God ordained a scheme of
salvation which included the erueifixion of Hig son. Acecepting
this as true, how can the Jews be held accountable for the death
of that Son. If an omnipotent God orders anything done, the
buman instruments selected to carry out Iis orders can not be
charged with the acts commanded. The doctrine of repondeat
superior applies.

If what happened could have been prevented by the Romans
or by the Jews, then the New Testament is worthless. Let us
assmne that the Jews crucified Christ. Could they have done
otherwise? Were they greater than God? According to: the
Bible, the eruclfixion was arranged for by the Father. Why
blaige the Jews or the Romans or any ofher mortals? They did
not know what they were doing. The Roman soldiers did not
believe that they were crucifying the Son of God; they did not
know that they were crucifying God himself. Why blame the
instruments? Why persecute the descendants?

According to the synoptic gospels and according to John, the
arrapgements for the erucifixion—every detail—were made by
Almighty God, and were known to Christ.

Yecording to Matthew, Christ predicted His death, entomb-
ment, and resurrection, saying: * For as Jonas was three days
and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of man be
three nights in the heart of the earth.”

Christ told His disciples that He must go unto Jerusalem and
suffer many things and be crucified. He told Peter, James, and
John not to publish the details of His transfiguration * until the
Son of man be risen from the dead.” He said: “ The Son of
man shall be betrayed into the hands of men and they shall kill
Iim.” He said that He “ came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give His life, a ransom for many.” He fell on
His face and prayed, “ O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.”

When one of His disciples would have resisted the capture,
Jesus said that He could, by praying to His Father, obtain for
His defense ** more than twelve legions of angels,” and added:
* But how, then, shall the Seriptures be fulfilled that it must be? "

Moses and Elias talked to Jesus about His * decease which
He should accomplish at Jerusalem.” He said to His disciples:

Echold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.

According to Luke, Christ predicted that He should be de-
livered to the Gentiles, mocked, spitted on, scourged, and cruci-
fied. When Pontins Pilate told Jesus that he had power to
crucify or release Him, Jesus answered that the Roman had no
power except it was given from above. Everything that was
done was done in order “ that the Seriptures might be fulfilled.”
Take this proposition from the New Testament, and the schene
of salvation Is gone. Whoever wrote the * Gospel according to
St. John,” realized this, and these words are there credited to
Christ :

As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep. No man taketh it from me, but 1 g it
down myself. I have power to law it down, and I have power to take
it again. This commandment have I received from the Father.

The Jews refuse to believe that their ancestors crucified the
Son of God. They are told that those who believe shall be
saved, while those who doubt shall be damned. They answer
that the proposition does not conform to the Mosaic law, and
on this point they are beyond contradiction. They did not
believe, and do not believe, that Herod slew all the male chil-
dren “that were in Bethlehem and all the borders thereof from
2 years old and under.” They have mot as yet been able to
make this story in Matthew agree with that of Luke, who says
that Jesus was taken to Jerusalem a few days after His birth.
They say that they can not understand why, if Joseph was not
the father of Jesus, Iis mother should say to Him when He was
at the age of 13, found in the Temple, * Son, why hast Thou
thus dealt with me? Behold, Thy father and I have sought
Thee, sorrowing.”

To the Jews of nineteen hundred years agoe and to the Jews
of to-day the New Testament did not and does not appeal with
sufficient force to produce belief. The miracles did not con-
vince them. The Christian creed was very indefinite for cen-
turies. St Paul said:

If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt he-

lieve in thy heart that God bas raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.

The Jews could not find the redeeming quality in this belief,
They answered :

If Christ was God, or the Son of God, and was crucified and was
g%lm ?fmm the dead, of what consequence is it whether we belleve it

When the Christians, in the early days, quarreled about their
creed, the Jews were not aided. In the fourth century the
creed was settled. Constantine, having embraced Christianity,
called or suggested a council of bishops. It is not to be charged
against the council that Constantine was one of the vilest
murderers that ever disgraced the name of man. The council
prgmulgated a creed. The Jews said, and yet say, that this
creed is beyond human comprehension. The trouble with them
is that they lacked and yet lack faith, and it is sure that no one
without faith can eclearly understand that creed. To anyone
with faith it is as clear as the Book of Revelations. Not having
faith, the Jews have not understood, and not understanding they
have not accepted. It might have been better If something had
been presented which would have allowed comprehension to pre-
cede belief; but it was and is, nevertheless, according to those
who did and do understand, most reprehensible for the Jews to
remain obstinate, Let this be admitted. Is not their punish-
ment prescribed? Are they not to suffer In hell everlasting?
Are they not to be bolled and baked and burned through count-
less frillions of years? This will, as I understand it, be sufii-
cient to satisfy an offended God.

Why, then, should the prospect not be sufficient to satisfv
those who believe in peace on earth, good will to men, and
the possibility of hell hereafter? ILet the church of Russia
speak! TLet the Czar speak! He is the head of that chureh.
Not one in a thousand Russians knows that Christ was a Jew.
The Russian Greek Church has In its possession many bushels
of relics, It has sticks and stones and bones and rags. It
proclaims that it has a garment worn by Christ; that it has
some of his blood; that it has a picture of the Blessed Virgin,
drawn by St. Luke; that it hns the hand of 8t. Mark and the
bones of the Prophet Daniel. That there is any efficacy in these
relies is not believed by anyone outside of the Russinn Clurch,
but within that church they can be made instrnments of com-
mand. Tet the churches of Russia resound with the ery that
the hand of St. Mark is the hand of a Jew. Tell the people
that the garment of Christ was worna by a Jew. Tell those
who crowd the churches that on the day of final judement
Jesus Christ will hold court with twelve Jews as assoclate
judzes. Tell the congregations that those who murder Jews
will be punished in the next world—will be condemned to etee-
nal punishment. Use the relics. The day will come when they
will be ecast aside, but that day is many generations afnr.
While they are paraded, let it be in the cause of humanity.
The Russian Greek Church has done little or no good on this
earth. Tt has not tanght peace and good will; it has walked
with the wicked and the crunel. It has not done its duty to the
nge in which it is tolerated.

In the greater part of the civilized world philosophy, science,
and commerce have secured men from the fangs of ferocious
bigots. We know that there never was and never can be a
martyr without a murderer. We know that there is not a

“single word in the accredited sayings of Christ that will justify

the murder of a human being. We no longer burn witches; we
no longer wage wars of extermination. We no longer use the
torture chamber, the stake, or the faggot. We no loncer he-
lieve that God employs the merciless to execute his commands,
We no longer believe that the blood of infants is demanded by a
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heavenly fiend. We have not yet fully learned the lesson of
true toleration; but we are advancing. It would be impossible
to-day for any king who had murdered his wife to successfully
start a new Christian chureh, or for a man who had burned his
friend at the stake to be heard on religious questions. The
plea of religious belief is no longer accepted as an excuse for
crime. This is so in every country that has a true claim to
civilization. It is not true in Russia because Russia is not
a civilized country. It is better than it was fifty years ago;
far better than it was a century ago. It is emerging from the
darkness; it is moving toward the light; its steps, halling and
painfully slow, are, nevertheless, toward civilization—toward
true manhood, true womanhood, and true childhood. It is
almost impossible to estimate how much this advance will be
aided If the Russian Church will display on every cathedral,
on every meetinghouse, on every altar, the legend:

Remember that Christ was born of a Jewess. He was not crucified
by the Jews, bui died because His death was commanded by His Father,
tf'ic God whom you worship.

[Loud applause.]

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, Postmaster-Gen-
eral Bissel annulled a number of very costly * mail subsidies,”
economized in that way, saving nearly $17,000,000 in the year
1803 or 1894, as he states. Ile alludes to this in his report,
dated November 20, 1804, and I desire to print in the REecorp
what he says on the subject, as follows:

ECONOMIES,

While the polley of this Department has been, as foreshadowed In
my last annual report, to develop the postal service under existing
methods of administration, avoiding expensive experiments, still, great
care has been taken to effect economies in all matters not likely, in the
opinion of the Department, to affect the efficiency of the service.

HOW MONEY HAS BEEN SAVED.
The economles have consisted mainly in securing relief to the Gov-

for mail transportation, and upon the cost and amount of supplies.
Of the first, the more important relate to the steamship subsidy con-
tracts which had been made by my predecessor pursuant to the provi-
slons of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891. 1 found eleven
such contracts In existence, most of them running for ten years and
none less than flve years. Beven of the eleven contracts have been
entirely abrogated during the year.
CONTRACTS ANNULLED.

The payments stipulated to be made by the Government under these
seven contracts were very large in amount, while the advantages to
accrue to it were so purely theoretical as to render their chundonment
the subject of congratulation. A detalled statement of these contracts
will follow In this report. I here state only the aggregate amount
saved by annulment. I add to the list only such other economies
effected in the line of what seemed to be good administration as arve
capable of definite ascertainment and actual eomputation.

The total amount of useless expenditure thus avoided is as follows:

Steamship subsidy contracts e $14, 431, 325, 09
Stamped envelopes 9086, 480, 00
Adhesive gtage ' gtanmg. - - — - 275, 1506, 00
Repairs of scales 2,000, 00
Repairs of carrier satchels_ SR 11, 435. 33
Saving on supplies of twine P 2, 000, DO
From reletting contracts for star service .- oo 002, 644, B4
From reletting contracts for steamboat service_ .- 78, 006. 16

Total 16, 619, 047. 42
CONTRACT OCEAN MAIL SERVICE.
Only three contracts are_in operation, viz, New York to La Guayra,

New York to Tuxpan, and New York to Habana :

At a cost o —— $286, 868. 00
‘If they had not been under contract the cost would have
been__ 29, 088. 72

——— 2b7,770.28

The difference being

The noncontract system gives us the chofce of the fastest and best
steamers at a minlmum of cost, but has the disadvantage of leaving us
without any control over the movements of the vessels.

STEAMSHIP SUBSIDY CONTRACTS.
table shows the contracts made by my

The followln, redecessor un-

ernment from existing contract obligations and from reletting contracts

der the act of

Statement (1) showing the contracts for ocean mail service fully executed

and the entire contract term on each route; (2) the con

arch 3,
canceled during the year, and

1891

the obligntions created under each, those

those now remaining

in force:

ursuant to the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891, the pay per mile, per annum,

i‘:um which have been canceled,

and (3) the contracts still in force.

Route. Contract term. Compensation. B g
. S a
Per annum. § i':‘.;% §
p 7 2 -,
Servicedis-| z | & |2 £ £S =
continued. | & | F E = g8 5
No.| Terminals, Contractors. From— To— 2la |« ﬁ 4 a. e EZ 2
S ) - a (-] = =]
‘ ¥ & B8l 2l B | 8% | .3 B
. . =1 a a
> sl&| 3|24 < & = B
|
vaesmn to La | John B. Clarke.. 5i Jan. 15,1884 | Jan. 15,1809 | Jan. 22,180 |.__.|...... s, .|. 20, 66§ £57.0672.00| 2583, 300. 00! None.| 8288, 8%.00
naAyTa.
86 New {o:-ktol.a Bonlﬁ‘)l:.tmi&s& ]{Jl Mar, 1,182 | Mar. 1.19!12|Stt1:ill opersa- ... --| .00 | §1,288.00) 812 £80.00) §187,414.00. 025, 406.0C0
gty . Batt. Ve,
ﬂ!i Ntaw aorktoCo- Paé:iﬁc Mail8.8.| 10 Feb. 1,1802 | Feb. 1.1%‘!.‘[&1‘.31.13&! | 8 1.00 | 118, 612. 001,113, 128. 00 1@3.513.(.’0! 48, 615, 00
on. 0. ] |
44 Sal_;‘laanciscob ..... [ 1 IR s, 5 11 O I | LR A do......|Sept. 30,1803 830.65 9,224 T 1.00 ﬂi,%?.&-l,&h‘,bﬂg.ﬁl 141,085, 74 1, 661, 543.50
| nama., |
47| Sa!-rll kanciscoto ..... (1o llIl'I ..... Qo o el S do......| Mar.31,1804 2] 1.00 | 95,524 & 2.00 aaz,ommls,m.sm.m IQB,M‘MF,U!.D,{E].U]
ongkong.
57 New ori to | International | 10 Oct. 12,1805 | Oct. 12,1905 {. o eeoccaeuan el o ! 4.00 760, 8. 007, 628, 640. 00 None.'T,0608, 640,00
Southsmpton. Navigation Co. 1 | !
wl Ngwt;{ork U Lea| o ] Qo= san]l IR e B P Jan. 90,1804 || ....}oeaa.a- ----| 4.00 a799,068.00/7,999, 620.00 Nona.i'r.m,l:m.w
i arp. 1
64| New York to Bue- United Statesand 5‘ Dec. 10,1802 | Dec. 10,1897 | Sept. 80,1898 | . |- cccicloaaeas -=.:| .08} 88,218, 191, 066. 67 3,152.17| 187,914.50
nos Ayres. %mil Mail&. 8. | ‘
0. |
67 Ngw}’orl;toﬂio e« (R LR 6 Dec. 1,1892 | Dec. 1,1897 |..._. do ... et e ---] .0BF 62,040. I Elﬂ,ﬂﬂlull IS.I(B.mi 297, 702.00
B JANeITo.
Bﬂ] New York to | New York and 5 Nov. 1,1802 | Nov. 1,1807 | Still opera-|..-.|-ceeenlocaenan -===] 1.00 (5130,104. 650,520,000 215,172.00) 435,248.00
Tuxpan. Cuba Mail. . tive. |
70| Ng:\’orktoﬁa— ST e B s [ R HERES T MERR TR o e S S cmeanssleess] 100 | 78476 867, 380, 12‘2,031.(0i 244, 440.00
na. ‘
o v el el T Lol PR e ol L 2l S Tl e e P il T i izgmm.mll.mr,nn.m'iwm
(2) CONTRACTS CANCELED.
&'1: vaeston to La- | John B. Clarke __ lJm:l. 15,1804 | Jan, 15,1809 : Jan, SZABM | e ....b}.%!r 857.872.(”] QBB,MJ.I)}I None.| $288,360.00
aayra. 3
42 b'ew}zorktDCo- Pig‘:tﬂcMaﬂS.S. 10-Feb. 1,1882 | Feb, 1,1902 | Mar, 81,1804 2___...1882,118/ 8 100 118.312.(01,113,1%.&)] £166,518. 00 946,615.00
| on. = Co. |
“I San Francisco to |..... do.. Sosreal e | BN do .. S (o el Sept. 80,1803 880.663 99,224 7| 1.00 214,9&5.33{1,&'@,5&].3} 141,025, 7411, 661, 543, 59
ama. | |
'a’i Su]_‘::l'l F‘ra):miacoto ..... P et ol 10| ..... do.. e e Mar. 51,1504 2 1.00 | 95,624 8 2.00 | 352,006.0038,247,816.00 198, 306. 0013, 049, 420. 00
ongkon
b8 New Yor%: to | International | 10 Oct. 12,1885 | Oct. 12,1005 | Jan. 50,1804 | ... ...l ... —ee-] 4.00 | 790,068, 007,000, 630, None.|T,999,680,00
| __Antwerp. Navigation Co. |
64 New YorktoBue- | UnitedStatesand, 5 Dee, 10,1802 | Dec. 10,1897 | Sept. 80,1808 | ... .o.o.]oceaaas ----| .0B§ 85,213.33 191,006.67 8,152.17| 187,914.50
| 108 Ayres. auilnaﬂs. S. | !
67| New YorktoRio |..... T e ) 5]:Dm AR Dan: BRI @0 eon ) o] ----| .08] 62,040.00| 310,200.00{ 12,408. 297, 792.00
de Janeiro. | Illl
Total....... e S L (R el e ] iy 00T i -I:n.gaa.smw[ 521,494.91;1&.431,%.&
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Statement (1) showing the contracts for ocean mail service

fully executed pursuant to the act of Congre
and the entire contract term on each route; (2) the contracts which have been canceled, mad (6]

ved March s 1891, the pay per mile, per anny
l.%? ntracts still J’ inued. s

(8) CONTRACTS STILL IX FORCE.

Route. Contract term. Compensation. g 5
8
Per annum. é -E-é
: e B
S - | B
Service dis- = é =8 g g
No.| Terminals, Contractors. From— To— continned. 5 A 5= EE i
S 5] E 8|2 s g o 9
: 15| 2(5| 2] B 28 | =2
- g |o 3 5 § g
S z|d | < |=z| 3 & 5
|
8 Naw?orkbo!.ﬂ BOI:,I:IJWI: Bliss & Ill}l Mur. 11892 Mar. Y008 | oo oo annfo oo ool -181.00 | 481,288, 00| 2812, 880.00 £187,414.00{ $623,406.00
uayra.
7 | New y{'?}rk to | International | 10 Oct. 12,1885 | Oct. 12,1005 |. 4.00 | 760, 864.00,7, 608, G40, None.'7,608, 640,00
Southampton. Na tion Co. |
co Ng‘v; York to Naw ork and El Nov. 1,1802 | Rov. 1,1807 1.00 | 180,104 650, 520. 215,172.00, 435,548.00
xpan. ;
70 | New York to |..... U S — Bl 2 Pl et ] o e n e ST o L Bl veee| 100 | 78,476, 807,880,000 121,931.00 244,440.00
P e e s s e s E ....... s js,m.m.wl. ass.m.m_s.ma.moﬁ

aThe length of routes Nos. 80, 57, and 58 have not been furnished officially; consequently the estimntes of pay upon thoss routss are approximate only.

b Crleulated upon a length of Z.ECE' statute

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Lroyp].

Mr. LLOYD. Mr. Chairman, the postal system of the United
States may properly be said to have begun under the illustrious
Benjamin Franklin, who was Postmaster-General of the colo-
nies from 1753 to 1774. His administration of affairs during
that nineteen-year period was especially noted for its effi-
clency, and commended not only at home, but abroad, for what
he had accomplished, and yet at the end of his long service the
postal receipts were only $15,000 per annum. It is remarkable
what has been the growth of this wonderful American system.
In 1790, when the Government began its existence, there were
geventy-five post-offices, and the receipts of that year were
$35,000. In 1850, sixty years afterwards, the number of post-
offices was twenty-five times as great, and the receipts and
expenditures were one hundred and fifty times as much as at
the beginning. In 1905 the post-offices were four times as many
ag they were in the year 1860, and the receipts and expenditures
were thirty times as great as they were at that time. The
greatest number of post-offices in the history of the Republic
was in 1901, when there were 76,945, This number has been re-
duced each year since that time because of the rural free deliv-
ery, and the probabilities are that that number will be greatly
diminished in the next few years. '

It is not my purpose to follow the history of postal legisla-
tion and the development of this great system. 1
cerned to talk somewhat with reference to some of the gues-
tions that affect the country and some of those in the items of
this bill.

The pending measure carries a greater amount in money by
$10,000,000 than was ever carried by a post-office appropriation
bill. There is not one dollar appropriated that was not thought
to be necessary to be appropriated by the Committee on the
Post-Office and Post-Roads. It is true that there are some
items in this bill upon which there Is some difference of opinion.
You have seen an exhibition of that difference in the last few
minutes. It is not my purpose, however, in the time allotted
me, to discuss the special facilities, which is the subject of
greatest disagreement.

The postmasters in the United States to-day receive over
822,000,000 for their services. It may be a fact, to which your
attent[on has not been called, that the postmasters of the United
States are receiving one-half as much as is paid to the railroad
companies for carrying the mail of the country. It may be a
faet with which you are not familiar that we pay as much to the
city carriers and to the clerks and assistants in city post-offices
as Is paid to the railroad companies for the transportation of mail.

The postmasters’ galaries in the last five years have increased
19 per cent. The pay to the railrond companies for ecarrying
the mnil has increased 19 per cent. The letter earriers’ sal-
aries in this period have increased 48 per cent, and the com-
pensation for clerks in post-offices has increased in the period
of five years 70 per cent. It is my purpose in the remarks that
1 shnll make to confine myself mainly to the question of rail-
way mail pay.

To me, and I suppose to you, it is a difficult and an intricate
question to determine whether or not the pay to the railroad
companies for carrying the mail is excessive or not. I shall

am con-

at this moment call attention to the comparative expenditures
for railway mail pay and also the expenditures of the Post-
Office Department in general. We expended, in 1880, for carry-
ing the mail, $9,200,000; in 1905 we paid $46,700,000, about
five times as much. The general expenses of the Post-Office
Department in 1880 were $36,000,000; in 19035, twenty-five years
later, $181,000,000, or practically five times as much, showing
that the progress in amount paid to railroads and the amount
paid in the expenditures for the Post-Office Department have
kept pace with each other. One of the most difficult things to
determine in the investigation of this matter is how the mail is
welghed and compensation based thereon is determined.

I submit at this time and will put in the Itecorp a statement
of the schedule of rates for the rallway mail transportation.
The law is so framed that the greater amount of mail there is
carried, the less per pound it will cost to carry the mail. If
there has been an average weight of 200 pounds carried on a
railway train, it will cost $42.75 to carry it. An average weight
of 500 pounds will cost $§64.12. TFive thousand pounds will only
cost $171, and every additional 2,000 pounds costs $21.37 to
carry it. This is an automatic reduction.

Most persons discussing the question of railway mail pay,
especially those who are of the opinion that the amount ex-
pendedd for this item is too great, insist that we pay too much
per pound for earrying the mail. They insist also that the law
affecting railway mail pay has not been changed since 1878, and
that because the railroad companies have voluntarily reduced
freight rates and passenger charges the law ought to be changed
reducing railway mail pay.

Since 1SS0 the reduction on account of passenger traffic has
been from 2} cents per mile to 2 cents per mile, a reduction of
one-half cent per mile, or a decrease of 20 per cent. There has
been a diminution also on aceount of freight charges of 40 per
cent; but, strange to say, if you have not investigated it, there
has been a reduction of 47 per cent on account of railway mail
pay. In other words, the railroad companies in 1005 received
47 per cent less per ton-mile for carrying the mail than they
did in 1880, and under this automatic reduction, by reason of
the fact that there was so much mail to be carried, there has
been this reduection in the rate per ton-mile.

I had always been impressed with the notion that was extant,
that every pound of mail carried on a railway train cost the
Government from 6 to 8 cents per pound to ecarry it. That
stafement has been made in the press; it has found its way into
the reports of the Postmasters-General. That statement has been
made repeatedly on the floor of this House. My Impression is,
however, that if you will earefully investigate the matter, you
will find that it is untrue that the Government pays to the rail-
road companies 6 cents, 5 cents, 4 cents, or 3 cents per pound,
but that in 1905 the amount per pound that was expended for
carrying railway mail only amounted to 2.2 cents per pound.

What is mail? An investigation was made and a weighing
was had in 1899 which astounded a great many people. Do you
know that according to the weighing that was then made there
was actually expended in the United States more money for
carrying mail sacks than was pald for earrying the mail? Notice
the statement. In 1599 514 per cent of all the mnail was sacks.
I mean to say that the sacks and pouches were 51% per cent of
all the weight of the mail.
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Mr. JOHNSON. In weight?

Mr. LLOYD. Yes, sir. I call your attention now to the state-
ment of the weight. The mail was weighed for a period begin-
ning on the 3d day of October and continuing for thirty-five days.
The weight for that period was as follows:

Pounds.

First class 9, 000, 000
Becond class a8, 000, 000
Second class (free) 000,
Third and fourth class ——mw 14, 000, 000
Government (free) 9, 218, 000
Equipment 76, 806, 000

Equipment! XNow, what is equipment? Any of us would

understand that equipment is not mail, but what is it?
mL'I:r. SMITH of Kentucky. What was the date of that weigh-

7

Mr. LLOYD. Beginning October 3, 1809, and centinuing for
thirty-five days. In order to satisfy myself fully as to what
equipment was I have obtained from the Second Assistant Post-
master-General a statement on that subject, which I send to the
Clerk’s desk to be read.

The Clerk read as follows:.

PosT-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
BECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
DiviSIoN OF RRATLWAY ADJUSTMEXNT,
Washington, March 80, 1906.

Sir: Referring to your letter of the 20th instant, asking as to ** what
‘equipment' Is as used in welghing? Does it consist of anything ex-
cepting sacks; if so, what? Is the sack and the mall it may contain
welghed separately?" I have to state that in the weighing in each post-
office of the country from October 8 to November 6, 1899, the mail was
weighed geparately from the sack or pouch. The tables on pages 238
and 261 of the report of the Postmaster-General for 1900 (Tables I and
M) show the weight of the several classes of mail and also of equip-
ment for the thirty-five days covered by the welghing, together with
the estimated weight for the year and the percentage of the several
classes of mall and equipment. Table I shows mail for all classes of
routes. 'Table M shows only such matter as was gent to rallroads.

In the regula.r weighings of the mail for the purpose of securing data
on which the adjustment of pay for transportation on railroad lines is
based the sack and contents are weighed as mall. The term ‘‘equip-
ment " or " empty equipment” used In the weight returns covers ihe
empty sacks that are used for car dressing—that is, filling the racks
g0 that the proper and expeditious assortment of the mail may be made,
as well as such empty equipment as must be earried to meet the needs
of the exchanges at iagermediate points on the line. It covers, of
course, the mail locks as well as the empty sacks.

Very respectfully,
W. 8. SHALLENBERGER,
Becond Assistant Postmaster-Genergl.
Hon. James T. LLoyp

House of Representatives.

Mr. LLOYD. You will observe from this statement that
equipment means a sack or pouch, and that at the time of the
weighing in 1899 the equipment was a little more in weight
than the half of the full weight of mail.

There is another fact to-which I want to call attention. That
is shown by the table before me. At the time of the weighing
there was only 40 per cent of the mails that paid any revenue to
the Government. At that time there were 1,565,000,000 pounds
of mail matter, but only 40 per cent of it was paying any rev-
enue to the United States. You will notice in the table that I
read a moment ago Government free matter. There were
0,000,000 pounds of Government free matter.

According iz the same proportion, during the year there
would have been 96,000,000 pounds of this class. We are wor-
ried now about a deficiency of $14,000,000. In the postal busi-
ness of last year if the Government had paid its own postage
there would be no guestion about a deficit.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. May I interrupt the gentleman?

Mr. LLOYD. Certainly.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. What is the comparative weight
of the Government free matter and other free matter? I un-
derstand that there are two classes of free matter—one is the
newspaper that cirealates in the county of publication and the
other is the Government matier—and I would like to under-
stand the difference in the weight, if the gentleman can tell
me,

Mr. LLOYD. The second-class free matter, which was county
papers circulating in the county in which they were published,
amounted to 3,140,000 pounds in that thirty-five days. The
Government free matter amounted to 9,218,000 pounds.

Mr. CLARK of Missourl. Will it disturb the gentleman if
I ask him two or three questions?

AMr., LLOYD. Certainly not. 1 yleld to the gentleman from
Miszouri.

Mr. CLARK of Missourl. Is there any proposition in the
pending bill to have the Government send ifs desks and supplies
and everything of that kind either by freight or express instead
of through the mail?

Mr. LLOYD. Yes; there is.

Mr., CLARK of Missourl. If that is accomplished, wounld not
that save the Government enough to wipe out the deficiency that
there is so much talk about?

Mr. LLOYD. I can not answer that, because there is no data
by which we can say how much these supplies that have gone
through the mails amount to. There is no doubt but that the
War Department and other Departments are sending large
amounts of furniture and such things through the mails, but
just how much there is of it there is no way to determine. We
do not know the amount of it, but we do know that the faet
exists that it is done.

Mr. JOHNSON. It would not make any difference until the
next weighing period came along, would it?

Mr. LLOYD. No, sir.

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. No; it would take four years to
get rid of the incubus if you start now, but if you do not start
in you never would get rid of it.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, the suggestion that
the gentleman from South Carolina made about the weighing
of the mail is a subject that T want some information about.
I have seen the statement somewhere that after the rates were
fixed for the transportation of the malils upon the railroads in
1901 that by some order of the Post-Office Department they
cut out a lot of second-class matter that had been computed in
arriving at the pay that the railroads should receive for the
ensuing four years from July 1, 1801, and thereby the railroads
were relieved from carrying a great quantity of seeond-cruss
matter that under the contract they had been required to carry
and were actually paid for. Is there anything in that state-
ment or not? .

Mr. LLOYD. I hardly think there is any considerable truth
in that statement, and yet there is an element of truth in it.
But, Mr. Chairman, with reference to the weighing. At the
present time second-class mail matter is weighed, and has been
for a number of years. We can ascertain how many pounds
of that class of mail is carried. We can not asecertain exactly
how much of any other kind of mail is carried. I have sought
to find out, if it were possible, what was the weight of the mails,

I have been concerned in this argument, if I could do it, to
show to every individual, whether he has investigated the sub-
ject or not, something about what he pays in dollars and cents
and per pound for the mail that is carried. If I say to the
average individual that it costs, say, 12 cents per ton-mile to
carry mail, then I must try and explain what a ton-mile means.
I have been investigating that for about thirty days, and I can
hardly find out what a ton-mile is. I observe that Professor
Adams, who was employed by the Commission of 1898, states
that there were 272,000,000 pounds in ton-miles carried in 1808,
How he ascertained that there were 272,000,000 pounds carried
a ton-mile I can not explain. There was more mail carried
than 272,000,000 pounds, as everybody knows, but I have had
difficulty in determining what made a ton-mile in his estimates.
I have sought to get down to the practical basis, how much does
it cost per pound to earry the mail? We go back to our con-
stituents, to home and friends, who are concerned to know about
this matter, and they ask how much is paid for carrying the
mail, and I say in response, 10.83 cents per ton-mile., What
would they know about it? No more than I do, and I am yet
trying to get at what we do pay, as figured out by Mr. Adams,
an expert.

Mr. STANLEY. Is it not especially important to have this
information not only for our constituents, but in order to make
a fair estimate to the railroad men of the mail that is carried,
and while the mail is being weighed to get at the amount of
mail that is to be carried at the various times when the mail
is not being weighed? Now, do you pay them by the ton-mile?

Mr. LLOYD. No, sir.

Mr. STANLEY. Is the weight made to the Government on
that basis?

Mr. LLOYD. No; if you will excuse me, I will explain as
best I can how mail is weighed and how we determine the
compensation—that is your point?

Mr. STANLEY. No; here is what I want to get at. If you
can not determine from the statement of the railroads how
much mail is carried in a year, have you any data by which
you can tell whether the mail that was carried during the
mailing season is greater or less than the amount of mail that
is carried at some other month or sixty days in the interim
between that and the next weighing?

Mr. LLOYD. No; there is no way of determining that.

Mr. STANLEY. Does it not appear to you that this ton-mile
list is a cloak to keep from us that very fact?

Mr. LLOYD. I was undertaking to explain the system of
weighing the mail. It is a very complicated method, but I be-
lieve a very fair one. I obtained frow the Post-Office Depart-
ment a statement of the weighing of the mails between Quincy.
IIL, and 8t. Joseph, Mo., over the Burlington route, which runs
through the district in which I am specially concerned. I find
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from that statement—they require mail to be weighed for sixty
consgecutive days—that there was sent out an aggregate amount
of mail from Quincy, starting toward St. Joseph, of 811,000
pounds.  Now, there was put on at West Quincy, whieh is the
first station after leaving Quincy, 1,360 pounds in the sixty
days. In order to obtain the compensation, they multiply that
811,060 pounds by the distance between Quincy and West
Quiney, which is two and a half miles. Then they add the
1,360 pounds which was put on at West Quincy. That serves as
a basis for computation between West Quincy and the next
station, which is Palmyra. Then multiply that sum by the
number of miles which intervene between West Quincy and
Palmyra. That determines the weight for that distance. At
Palmyra there was a very large amount of mail put on and
some mall taken off. They find the difference between the two
and add that to the amount of mail that was carried between
West Quiney and Palmyra. They keep up the process to the
end. The same course is pursued on incoming mail. Then
they add these severnl sums together, incoming and outgoing,
and divide it by the whole distance, or 206 miles, between
Quincy and St. Joseph, Mo.

Mr, SMITH of Kentucky. I have a statement here I want to
read, and I ask the gentleman, as this is such a complicated
matter, if this is a correct definition of what per ton per mile
means? It says, * On any route if one multiplies the miles into
the daily weight and reduces the product to tons he will have
the tons carried a mile a day on that route. Then dividing the
yearly payument by the number of days and divide the quotient
by that product he will have the price per ton per mile. This
is to be done separately on every route.”

Mr. STANLEY. That is something like “ How cld is Ann?”

Mr., LLOYD. That is a correct statement, I think, but if I
was going to make that kind of a statement to one of my con-
stitvents, what wonld he say in reply?

Mr. STANLEY. Now, have we any way of determining
whether or not the amount of the Government mail

Mr., NORRIS. I wonder if the gentlemen could not be in-
duced to talk a little bit louder, so that we can hear their con-
versation? They are not talking above a conversational tone at
present.

Mr. STANLEY. I asked if we have any way to determine
whether or not the amount of mail that is earried during this
carrying period is a fair average of the mail that is sent out
by the Government, especially during those periods—for in-
stance, the weight during this sixty days. Now, can you get
any record ef the amount of mail that is sent out by the Goy-
ernment during that sixty days, or is there any record to deter-
mine it?

Mr. LLOYD. No; there is no record of what Is in the mail
or wlgat went through the mail, excert it weighed so many
pouncs.

Mr. STANLEY. That is all.

Mr. OVERSTREET. If my colleague will permit, I think
the gentleman sppreciates that the weight as found at the time
of the weighing period is the minimum for the time, because
there is a constant growth in the volume of business. I think
it is a little more than the average weight.

Mr. LLOYD. That answers a different question.

Mr. OVERSTREET, Then I did not understand the ques-
tion.

Mr. LLOYD. That answers the question asked by my friend
from Kentucky [Mr. Smira] a short time ago, that if we took
out of the mail the carrying of furniture and other things of
ihat kind, if that were withdrawn from the volume, that would
be paid for anyhow.

Mp. SMITH of Kentucky., This sixty days’ weighing, as I
understand, Is the general weighing that takes place every four
years in advance of the letting of these contracts,

Alr, LLOYD. Yes, sir; the United States is divided into four
sections, and there i8 a weighing in one section each year until
the four-year period is completed, and then they go back and
go over it again.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. The gentleman has also referred
to the thirty-five days’ weighing.

Mr. LLOYD. That was a special weighing that was ordered
by the commission appointed in 1898 to investigate the railway
mail pny.

Mr. SMITII of Kentucky. And in that way they ascertain
the weight of the different classes of mail and kinds of mail

Mr. LLOYD. Yes, sir,

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. But they do not under the general
weighing, as I understand?

Mr. LLOYD. That is right.

Mr. STANLEY. How long was it, if the gentleman will per-

mit me, after the general weighing that this special weighing
was made?

Mr. LLOYD.
on each year.

Mr. STANLEY. For that peculiar section?

Mr. LLOYD. For one-fourth of the country. The weighing
takes place early in the year, but this special weighing began
gu the 3d of October and was completed on the 5th of Novem-

er.

Mr. STANLEY. Do you know when this special weighing
was made in Missourl, and do you know how long this weigh-
ing was after the last general weighing took place?

Mr. LLOYD. This particular weighing in Missourl to which
you refer was in 1902, three years after the special weighing.

Mr, STANLEY. Three years after the Government weighing?

Mr. LLOYD. Yes, sir.

Mr. STANLEY. Do you know how that weighing compared
with the Inst general weighing?

Mr. LLOYD. I do not know; it is very difficult to give an
exact answer to that. You ean not go back and make a specific
computation. It is not decided by the amount put on the train
and taken off the train, but is determined by the average amount
of mail that is carried from the beginning of the route to the
end of the route.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. I will suggest to my colleague that
the general weighing made in this eastern distriet—the first dis-
triet, 1 think it is ealled—was from September, 1900, to June 20,
1901, and npon that the contracts were let for the four years on
July 1, 1901, The special weighing was made in 1899, as the
geutleman from Missouri says, from October to November, 15040,

Mr. STANLEY. This special weighing was made by the Gov-
ernment and not by the Department.

Mr. LLOYD. I stated before this infterruption began—and I
courted the interruption; I am perfectly willing to answer any
questions asked If I can do it, because we are all seeking light
in this matter

Mr. BEALL of Texas. I want fo avail myself of that invi-
tation and ask the gentleman a question. Take a case like this:
Now, I understand the mail is weighed in a particular locality
every four years.

Mr. LLOYD. Yes, sir.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Supposing the mail going to a certain
place during that weighing period amounts to 50,000 pounds.
In the succeeding four years there may be an inerease in the
business of that loeality and in the amount of mail carried, and,
say, at the end of three years and six months during the same
period of time covered by the weighing period it has increased
to 100,000 pounds, would the company be paid slmply at the
rate of 50,000 pounds, or would it be paid on the increased
amonnt?

Mr. LLOYD. They would be paid at the rate of 50,000 pounds
until the succeeding weighing period.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Another four years?

Mr. LLOYD. Yes, sir.

Now, I started to try to explain how to determine what is the
weight of mail, and when we defermine the weightof mail, then
we can easily determine how much per pound it costs to earry
it. I must say at the outset with reference to this that it must
be largely problematical. As I stated some time ago, the sec-
ond-class mail is weighed from year to year, and we know what
that is. Now, in 1899, when all the classes of mail were
weighed, 30 per cent—notice the statement, 30 per cent—in
round numbers, was second-class mail matter.

Now, I have taken the second-class mail matter in pounds, as
it has been determined by the Government, and have deter-
mined on that basis of 30 per cent what would be the full weight
of mail during the various periods. If the second-class mail is
30 per cent of all that is earried in mail, including equipment,
then taking the second-class mail as 3 cents, 10 cents wil be the
whole amount of mail earried. I have made a computation for
the years 1880, 1885, 1890, 1895, 1900, and 1905 on this basis, and
in a table give the weight of the second-class mail, the estimated
welght of all mail, the cost of carriage on the railways, and the

Well, the general weighing, you know, goes

_cents per pound in cost, as follows:

Per

Welght of
all = _pouni
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According to my estimate we are paying to-day 21 cents per
pound for earrying the mail on the railway trains, rather than
6 or 8 cents, according to the statements that have been made.

Now, it does not follow because of this fact that.railway mail
pay is not excessive and that it ought not to be reduced. I shall
insert in my remarks a statement made by Professor Adams,
who is a recognized authority, showing by tables that he has
made a comparison between the mail transportation and the
express transportation. It is argued, as all of you know, that
the railroad companies ought not to receive anything more from
the Government for carrying the mail than they receive from
the express companies for carrying express matter. Unfortu-
nately, it is impossible for us to determine how much the ex-
press companies receive from the people in the transaction of
their business.

Mr. RUCKER. Will it disturb the genfleman to go back for
a moment?

Mr. LLOYD. No.

Mr. RUCKER. Myself and some of my colleagues are at
variance concerning the answer which the gentleman made a
while ago. I will assume at first, for convenience, that along a
certain line of mail route the weight, as shown by the weighers
during this weighing period of sixty days, is 1,000 pounds a
day for the sixty days. This forms the basis upon which the
contract price for carrying the mail is based.

Mr. LLOYD. No; you take the outgoing mail and the in-
coming mail.

Mr. RUCKER. Both together, of course.

Mr. LLOYD. Taking the two together, that makes the basis.

Mr. RUCKER. Now, the polnt I want to get at is this:
Suppose that during the next sixty days, instead of the mail
carrled amounting to 1,000 pounds, it amounts to 2,000 pounds,
Does the railroad carry that 2,000 pounds for the same com-
pensation, the same number of dollars, that it carries the 1,000
pounds?

Mr. LLOYD. It gets its pay for four years on the basis of
a sixty days’' weighing.

Mr. RUCKER. So that if the weight Is two times or five
times as much, the railroad company gets no more for it than
if it just simply continues at the average of 1,000 pounds?

Mr, LLOYD. That is correct.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Do I understand the gentleman
from Missourl to say that it Is fixed absolutely at the weight
shown by this sixty-day weighing, or do they not calculate upon
a percentage of increase each year?

Mr. LLOYD. No, sir; and the railroad companies complain
because they say the Government requires them to ecarry a
great deal of mail for which they receive no pay. Of course
we know that the mail increases each year, and they say that
they get nothing for earrying this additional weight of mail.

Mr. JOHNSON. As a matter of fact, is not that complaint
well founded? Does not each subseguent weighing show an
enormous increase in the amount of mail carried? That is to
gay, all over the United States we know that there is an enor-
mous development of the business of the country, and that the
mails carried are increasing very much.

Mr. LLOYD. That is undoubtedly the fact. The mail is
increasing all over the country. Now, I stated a moment ago,
in the table I had prepared, that the actual amount per pound
was 2.2 cents for carrying the mail. It may be said that we
ougzht to take into account other expenses in determining this
estimate. They may say that you are talking about mail when
the law contemplates egquipment as well, and, in faet, the
mail pays twice 2.2 cents per pound. There can be no doubt of
that proposition, that we actually pay 4.4 cents for every pound
of mail that is carried on a railway mall train, because In-
cluded In the mail, but not a part of it, in fact, is the equip-
ment. That I8 plain, is it not?

Mr. STANLEY. Right there, you do not approve of that
failure to distingnish between them, do you? You think that
there should be a distinction between the mail and the sacks in
which it is carried.

Mr. LLOYD. Oh, yes.

I called attention a few moments ago to the enormons weight
of equipment. There was paid last year for carrying equip-
ment alone, if the same proportion was maintained as in 1899,
over $20,000,000. There is certainly no necessity for this extraor-
dinary expenditure. Economy should be sought in this diree-
tion. It Is a ridiculous proposition that the mail sacks and
pouches should cost more in transmission than the mails. There
are at the present time over 1,600,000 mail sacks and pouches in
use. If these were equally distributed each day and all of
them were used and the same amount placed in each sack, there
would be less than 2 pounds of mail in each one. I have no
doubt that 10 per cent less sacks might be used and accomplish

the same purpose as at present. This would save at least
$2,000,000 annually. Sacks and peuches can be reduced in
welight by making them of lighter material and putting less iron
in the fastenings and clasps. It seems to me that at least 25
per cent of weight might be saved if this economy were assidu-
ously attempted. If this were done it would reduce the weight
of equipment one-fourth and save $5.000,000 annually to the
Treasury. I am pleased to note that this saying has been begun.
The recent contracts for mail sacks and pouches are for those
much reduced in weight. Those now making weigh on an aver-
age a little over 4} pounds. I have no doubt this can yet be
reduced to 3% pounds without any injury to the service.

If empty sacks were shipped in bulk from mail centers by
freight, there ought to be a saving of $1.000,000 more, There is
an item in the pending bill which provides for expenditure on
this account. In all weighings after this time empty sacks and
pouches should be weighed separately, so the Government may
ascertain how much it expends in the transportation of empty
sacks. 1 feel sure that reform along these lines would result in
a saving to the Treasury of some seven or eight million dollars
each year.

It has been ascertained upon inquiry that the Post-Office De-
partment, Treasury officers, Army officers, and other Govern-
ment employees have, under the laxity of the penalty privilege,
sent through the mails free of postage furniture, gafes, desks,
Army headquarters eguipment, Treasury appliances, and very
many heavy articles of merchandise. How much of this has
been done no one can teill. How much it means in dollars
there is no way to accurately estimate, because there is no data
at hand for the computation. One thing is sure—it has added
much to the weight of the mails and should no longer be tol-
erated. Such goods should be sent as any private individnal
wonld send them. If such things are excluded from the mails,
it would save much to the revenue and would reduce the amount
to be paid to the railroads.

It is asserted that the best comparison that can be made to
determine whether the railroad companies are receiving exces-
sive sums for carrying the mail would be in comparison with
express rates and the amount received for passenger traffic.
The report of the statistics of the railways for the year 1905
show that the railroads received from the Government for carry-
ing the mails the sum of $44,499,732, and on account of express
the sum of $41,875,636. We have no way of ascertaining the
amount of business which the railroads did for the express
companies, nor the amount received by the express companies
for their charges, so that there is no way of ascertaining the
exact data with which to make the comparison, excepting as the
railroads have reported the amount received for carrying ex-
press matter. I wish to ecall attention at this time to a table
begun by Professor Adams, expert accountant for the Commis-
sion of 1899, and completed to date, which shows the average
amount received per mile for passenger service at different
dates, the amount received per ton for freight carried 1 mile, and
the amount per ton mail per mile, including postal-car compen-
sation, at various dates.

Passen-
Year, wsg Freight.b| Mail.e
Cents. Cents. Cents.
B o e b e 2 PR SN R e e e e 0.0251 0. 0129 0, 206
L. e SR DL AR T QIS B e S R 21T D094 L1407
A e g 02 L0078 1083
& 20 per cent. ® 40 per cent. ® 47 per cent.

This condensed table will show that passenger rates since 1880
have been reduced 20 per cent, freight rates 40 per cent, and
mail compensation 47 per cent. This table is accepted as cor-
rect, as I understand It, by everyone, so far as made by Profes-
sor Adams. The last statement I have obtained myself. This
does not show, of course, that the railroad companies do not re-
ceive an excessive sum for carrying the mail, but simply serves
to inform us that there has been a greater reduction in mail pay
than either passenger or freight receipts during that period.

In the hearings before the Commission of 1898, varions com-
parisons were made of express and passenger receipts and
freight rates, all of which tended to show that the railroads re-
ceived more for earrying express than for carrying the mail, but
that the difference was very small. In some instances it was
shown that the amount pald for earrying the mail was much
less than that received for carrying express. Especially was
that true on the route between New York and Philadelphia.
There is another element which enters into the problem, which is
very difficult to determine. Express companies receive pay for
weight and distance, while mail is carried at the same rate per
pound without regard to distance. The average distance ex-
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press is carried is much less than the average haul of mail. but
just how mueh there is no data at band to determine. It is
charged that many items which may be sent either by mail or
express are sent by express if the distance is short, and by mail
at the greater distance.

In my remarks I have endeavored to present facts rather
than arguments. I have tried to call attention to existing condi-
tions, rather than present remedies for existing evils. I have
made no demand for reduction of railway mail pay, excepting
as the facts developed would indicate its propriety. I have
said nothing favorable to the railroads, excepting as the truth
shown might indicate it. My own conviction is that more light
is needed. The express companies should be required to make
public statement of their business just as the railroads and
banks are required to do. There should be a complete weight
of the mail by elasses, and more definite data obtained, so as to
determine the rights both of the railroads and the Government.
Every critical examination thus far made on the question of
railway mail pay has led to uncertainty and doubt as to what
was right in the premises.

My colleague on the committee, the Member from Pennsyl-
vania [Mr. Smrey], in his excellent address on last Saturday,
made some statements with reference to second-class mail mat-
ter to which I wish to eall attention. In speaking of the cost
of carrying the second-class matter, he said it was earried
at a loss of more than $27,000,000 annually to the Government,
and inquired whether such expenditure was not too great a
contribution to this class of mail. There were carried last
year 663,107,128 pounds of second-class mail matter. If I am
not mistaken in the estimate made as to the cost per pound
of carrying the mail, this actually cost the Government
$14,588,356, and it received in postage on account of it $6,186,-
647.54; on this estimate, a loss of a little over $8,000,000 for
this transportation. In another portion of his address, in dis-
cuszing the question of the reduction of pay on account of the
grent weight of the mail, he made this statement: “1It is,
therefore, an entirely -accurate statement to make, that the rail-
road pay for a large part of the mail they earry is less than
1 cent per pound.” If this statement be correct, and I have
no doubt that it is, the Government received full compensation
for a *“large part,” to use his language, of the second-class
mail matter, because it paid 1 cent per pound.

If the estimate previously made of the reduction since 1900
per pound of mail in transit is correet, if the second-class mail of
1905 had been taken from the mails there would have been the
same cost for its transportation as in 1897. This difference
would amount to several million dollars and would fully com-
pensate for the difference between the actual payment for the
second-class matter and the amount which would have been re-
ceived if it had paid its full share of railway pay.

I am not much in sympathy with the attack that is made on
the second-class mail. Department officers have for years called
attention to what they believe is an abuse. This has become
somewhat chronie with them. That there are abuses in this
branch of the service I have no doubt. It is true that under the
guise of a newspaper or magazine many advertising agencies
tind access to the people with this cheap postage rate. The ex-
isting law may not be enforced as rigidly as it should be, in
some directions, so as to exclude the great advertising journals;
but in this world with nearly every good there is an attendant
evil, and while wrongs may creep into the use of second-class
mail it is, after all, the most important part of the mail carried
so far as general intelligence is concerned.

The greatest civilizing agencies in America, in my judgment,
are sent as second-class mail matter. The grandeur and great-
ness of this Republic, so dear to all our hearts, is due more to
that which is carried as second-class mail than to any other
agency. This Republie sprang into existence as * the Joshua
that commanded the sun and moon to stand still,” as expressed
by Benjamin Franklin. The independence and intelligence of
its eitizenship has been its crowning virtue. If its prowess de-
pended on great navies and frowning fortresses, it would stand
fifth in the race for preferment. If marshaled hosts and stand-
ing armies were the measure of its greatness, then it wounld sink
into insignificance compared with the nations of the world. If
ancestral blood and pampered aristocracy are to be the eriterion
which determine recognition, then Americans must stand aside
and allow the royal pageants to pass. But if individual worth
and respectability are determining factors, then our Governmment
stands at the head of the column of achievement. This Govern-
ment is what it is largely because of the public press and the
cross-road schoolhouse. To-day the county newspaper circulates
free of postage in the county of its publication at an expense to
the Government of over $1,000,000. If you had the writing of
the law to-day, would you demand postage for this literature?

This is the purest and cleanest of public journalism. It is the
channel through which the masses are directly reached. It is
the thermometer of public thought, the source of intelligence and
information, the medium through which the home is reached and
the knowledge of local affairs made known. It deserves this
recognition and indorsement of its excellent work. It is a busi-
ness with little of financial profit, engaged in by moral, patriotie,
and exemplary men, free from graft and the demoralizing tend-

encies of the time. The country commends the law which per-,

mits the circulation of these papers free of postage in the coun-
ties of publication.

Would you in anywise discourage the great daily news-
papers by additional postage burdens, that intelligence which
finds its way to every village and hamlet, and, since the institu-
tion of rural delivery service, into the homes of many of the
farmers of the land? These papers may carry too many adver-
tisements, some may go too far in scandal, vilification and abuse,
but these mighty engines of influence have the advantage of
the mails at the second-class rate and pay only 1 cent a pound
postage. Has the Government acted unwisely in fixing this
law? Should this body discourage by any act the dissemination
of such information? The laborer as he wends his way to his
place of business in the city can for a single cent put himself in
touch with the doings of the world. As he returns in the even-

ing for another penny he can take to his home the daily paper

for his family to read. The farmer now in most localities when
he sits with his family around the evening fire can read the same
daily paper and inform himself of the doings and thoughts of
the world. Would you place any barrier between the publisher
and the reader of these great papers by adding additional post-
age, whether the postal rate is a source of revenue or a meaus
of expense to the Government?

The hated magazine and the great national weekly press,
about which we have heard so much in condemnation because of
their failure to bear their part of the postal burden, mean much
to the reading public. They give to them the deliberate and
thoughtful judgment of great studenis on the issues affecting
mankind. Who would take from the second-class mail the

Youth’s Companion, the Saturday Evening Post, and kindred.

publications? Why should the North American Review or the
Cosmepolitan and other great magazines be deprived of the
quickest transit at the present rate? Why does there sit at
either end of the Clerk’'s desk in‘this House of Representatives
the representatives of great press agencies when the general
publie is excluded from our council? Why is it that a portion
of the gallery is set apart for the press whose information cir-
culates as second-class matter? Is it not because this body is
concerned that the information which they send to the country
should .be sent with the utmost dispatch and reach the greatest
possible number of homes? In my judgment no expenditure of
the Government brings greater returns; no investment means
g0 much in its relation to the home and schoolhouse; none has
added more to the sum of individual knowledge, and no step
backward should be taken .in this contribution to the intelli-
gence and enlightenment of the people.

Mr. MOON of Tennessee, Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. LEVER].

Mr. LEVER. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee,
I do not often impose myself upon the patience of this body.
Experience teaches me that the most effective work is done, not
upon the floor of the House by the perpetual talkers, but by the
quiet, earnest Members, who attend strictly to their committee
work, and give their thought and time to such legislation as
properly comes before the committees to which they are assigned.

This country is so big, its interests so varied and so large,
that to be successful as a Representative, a Member must make
himself a specialist in some particular branch of the service.
The age demands high-class speeialism, and the man who would
make himself felt, either in the nation or as a representative of
the people on the floor of this House, must know some one sub-
ject, and know it as a specialist.

Not being a member of this committee, I am not as familiar
with the provisions of the bill under consideration, carrying as it
does nearly $200,000,000 of the people’s money, as I am with
the bill which has to do with the agricultural interests of the
country, and which comes from the committee of which I am a
member. Therefore I shall address myself only to that feature
of the bill with which I am somewhat familiar on account of the
fact that it has to do directly with matters of everyday interest
to my district, and in which I have a deep concern.

1 wish briefly as possible to discuss the policy of the present
Administration with respect to the rural delivery service.
Itural delivery was begun as an experiment about ten years ago,
Congress appropriating a small sum for that purpose. The
Postmaster-General at that time did not think the experiment
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would prove successful, and for several years the small appro-
priation given by Congress was not used—the Postmaster-Gen-
eral refusing point-blank to expend this appropriation, giving
as his reason for such refusal that he regarded it as an absolute
waste of the public money. The friends of the service, however,
were not to be put aside from their purpose by the hostile atti-
tude of the Post-Office Departinent. On the contrary, from year
to year the appropriation for rural delivery was increased, and
when the Department found that Congress was in earnest abont
having a fair experiment made, the money was put to the uses
for which it was appropriated and our great system of rural
delivery was begun.

No branch of the Government has grown so rapidly as this.
Starting with an appropriation of $40,00 ten years ago, the
appropriation for rural delivery in this bill ealls for an expendi-
ture of $28,000,000. There will be in operation by the end of
this fiscal year more than 25,000 rural delivery routes, employ-
ing about that many people as ecarriers. The rural distriets are
rapidly becoming net-worked with postal routes, and the coun-
tryman is each day being brought in closer and closer contact
with the busy activities of the world. Gentlemen in this debate
have referred to this service as a luxury; I agree to that propo-
sition; it is a luxury, but it is more than that—it is a benefit—
the greatest benefif to the greatest number of people that the
Government has ever undertaken to confer. It is more than a
benefit even ; it is an undertaking upon the part of the Govern-
ment to concede to the great agricultural interest of the country
a right which has been denied it since the time when the several
States joined together for a more perfect Union. It is an
evidence of the fact that the representatives of the American
people have at last reached a point where they are willing to do
exact justice to all classes of the country. It is the doing of
a tardy justice to that class which contributes more than any
other to the nation’s wealth and glory.

The wisdom of those who fought for rural delivery in its
inception, their courage in standing up for it in the face of the
cold-water policy of the Department, finds justification in the
rich fruits it is now bearing. Rural delivery has enhanced from
20 to 50 per cent the value of the farmer’s land, and brought him
in daily touch with the markets of the world, affording him
the advantage of their rapidly changing conditions from day
to day. It has become a great university in which 36,000,000
of cur people receive their daily lessons from the newspapers
and magazines of the country. It is the schoolhouse of the
American farmer, and is without a doubt one of the most potent
educational factors of the time.

Mr. Chairman, I regret to be forced to believe that the policy
of the Post-Office Department at this time is unfriendly, if not
actually hostile, if not to a continued existence of the service,
then, at least, to a legitimate and reasonable extension of it.
My experience with officials in charge of this service leads me
to the conclusion that the Department has adopted a policy of
repression, if not retrogression, with respect to it.

The regulations of the Depariment touching the inauguration
of new service, I assert, are calculated to bring about delay
and to stand between the expressed wishes of the people and
the right which they deserve to expect from the Government.
The present Postmaster-General evidently has thought it in-
cumbent upon him to call a halt upon the rapidity of the growth
of the service, and his policy is doing this most effectively.

Let us illustrate by example the miserable policy of delay
now pursued by the Post-Office Department. A ecommunity
wishes rural delivery. Some enterprising citizen writes his
Congressman to that effect and at once a blank petition pre-
pared by the Department is returned. It is necessary that this
petition be signed, if the route is of the maximum length of 24
miles, by at least 100 persons. The petition is then returned
to a Senator or Congressman, whose favorable indorsement
is required as a condition precedent to consideration by the
Department, There can be no complaint as to this rule. It is
reasonable, as expressive of the will of the people by their
chosen Representative, and, in addition, tends to expedition
in the inauguration of the service.

Under the old rule of the Department the petition was at
once referred to one of its field agents with instructions that
the feasibility of the service be investigated as soon as possible.

Under the present policy of repression, hiowever, the officials
in charge, acting presumably under orders from the Postmaster-
General, take this petition and go over it name by name, and
I do not know but that they employ a handwriting expert, and
if it is found that the petition is in the handwriting of only
one person, then it is returned to the postmaster at the point
from which the service is petitioned, with the demand that the
petition be returned signed in the handwriting of the peti-
tioners. I do not know what was in the mind of the Depart-

ment when this new runle was adopted, but I do know that it
convicts the Department of one of two things—either a pur-
pose to delay the inauguration of the service as muech as possi-
ble, for the going of this petition back and forth between the
Department and petitioners requires from two to three weeks
of time, or it convicts the Department of adopting a policy
which is without sense or reason. Those of us who are familiar
with country life can well understand how natural it is for the

farmer, who may be in the field, or whose hands are soiled from

the work being done, to ask the person in charge of the petition
to sign for him. This is natural, and if the Department had
any appreciation or understanding of country life, it would
know this and abandon this new regulation. But, in my hum-
ble judgment, the Department does understand the American
farmer, knows all about him, and the rule is adopted, not be-
cause of a lack of understanding in this respect, but for the sole
purpose of causing delay and retarding and holding back the
inauguration of the service where it has been petitioned for,
on the grounds of mere departmental techniecality. Now, then,
when these handwriting experts have been satisfied that the
petition is genuine, it is then referred to another branch of the
Department, and from there it goes to a special agent in the
field. In the meantime, when the petition is going this sinuouns
course, and butting through these walls of obstruction and
delay, two and sometimes three months have gone by and the
petitioners must patiently wait.

After the departmental erities can discover no further flaws in
the petition, the special agent takes it in hand and the territory
to be investigated will be reached by him perhaps within six
weeks or two months. The special agent, who is usually a most
intelligent and conseientious and liberal man, goes over the
ground carefully, examines the local conditions, inquires into
the particular need for the service, talks with the people along
the proposed route, and thereby gets the correct point of view
from which to decide as to the feasibility of the service, its
necessity, and whether or not the people will patronize it. In
his report to the Department he fully covers all these points, so
that there can be no reason for any lack of information by
officials of the Department. By the time the agent gets the peti-
tion and has made this report not less than four months, and
sometimes six, have elapsed since it was properly signed by the
people interested and sent to the Department through their
Representative.

The petition is again in the Department with the favorable
report of the Department’s own agent, who knows the local
situation and the necessity for the service, and whose judgment
is usually reliable. The cause for complaint now begins. The
petition has reached the hands of the red-tapists—the fellow who
either knows nothing of rural conditions, or cares nothing about
them, the official who can see no special reason for faeilitating
consideration, but is willing to allow the petition and the report
of the agent to lie in the office to become covered with dust and
cobwebs, while the taxpayer, the citizen, is patiently waiting
for the service which belongs fo him as a matter of justice and
right. After the petition has soaked for several months in the
Department or is groping about in the mystic maze of its
divisions and bureaus, the officials, paid by the money of the
people and presumed to be interested in the work of expediting
the business of the people, begin to bestir themselves. They
move with a slowness, it is true, which ean only serve the pur-
pose of holding out the hope to the anxious people that there is
still left in this ponderous machine a small spark of vitality.
If a Member of Congress is sufficiently energetic to go to the
Department six times a week, he may be able, by prodding and
begging and eajoling, to hasten somewhat the movements of this
machine. I warn gentlemen not to make the mistake of ex-
pecting any results by mere letters written in behalf of peti-
tioners. These will avail nothing. You must gee these people
and help them solve the great mystery of doing the simplest
thing on earth. A letter brings nothing in return save a stereo-
typed answer to the effect that * the matter will be given con-
sideration in the due course of time.”

The report of the agent is gone over carefully, critically, de-
liberately, and painfully slow, and if the eye of the Depart-
ment detects a single technical flaw in the report, the petition
is again referred to the agent in the field for what the Depart-
ment calls *a supplemental report.” The whole process must
be gone through with again, and to get a supplemental report re-
quires as much time as to get an original one, and it frequently
happens that many months are wasted, and the inanguration of
the service, to that extent, delayed because of some red-tape
objection raised against the report of the agent. I have known
it to happen that one petition has had to run the gantlet of
four investigations by the field agent before the departmental
critics were satisfied that no further reason for delay could be
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found. If no supplemental report is necessary, the recom-
mendations of the agent are considered by the officials of the
Department, and after they have concluded that no valid rea-
son exists for their not taking the next step in the process, the
postmaster at the initial point of the proposed route is called
upon for a certificate as to the number of people who will sig-
nify their willingness to patronize it. If upon the return of
this certificate—and this, of counrse, takes time and Is a need-
less delay:
of families are willing to patronize the route, the petition re-
ceives the departmental O. K. The postmaster is notified that
the route will be established, and the Civil Service Commission
is called upon to held an examination for a carrier.

The ecivil service performs its part in complicating this al-
ready complicated web with reasonable expedition, It usunally
takes not less than six weeks to hold this examination and
appoint a carrier.

It is hardly necessary to argue that this machinery is com-
plicated, cumbersome, and calculated to give rise to unneces-
sary delay in the inauguration of service. From the date of
filing the petition to the date of inauguration of the service
most usnally takes twelve months, and I have a case in my own
district in which it took the Department almost that length of
time, after receipt of the favorable report of the agent, to get
everything in readiness for the inauguration of the service.
In the meantime the farmer, whose mail is as important to
him as the mail of a Wall street banker or stock gambler, who
gets a delivery from nine to twelve times a day, is denied
the blessings of this service in order that the unwarranted ob-
stacles of a picayunish policy may be met and overcome.

Mr. Chairman, I assert without fear of contradiction, that no
man who has ever followed a petition through this departmental
labyrinth can honestly say that he believes the service is being
conducted with a view of expedition, and with a sincere purpose
of expanding the service so that everyone, everywhere, may re-
ceive its benefits in the shortest possible time. You are foreed
to the conclusion that this whole Department is honeyeombed
with red tape, delay, and a lack of business method that is
exasperating in the extreme, both to the people and to one who
represents a district and is anxious to serve it in a businesslike
manner.

This rule of requiring three-fourths of the patrons to certify
their willingness to patronize the route as a condition precedent
to its establishment is a new rule and in line with the pres-
ent policy of repression in the administration of this service.
1t is the offspring of the present administration of this great
Department, which touches more people and is more intimately
associated with and interwoven into the social and economie
life of the nation than any other Department of the Govern-
ment.

Under the former administration of this service it was left
to the discretion of the special agent, who went over the terri-
tory, saw the people and the houses they live in and the man-
ner of their living, and could best judge of their circumstances
and the appreciation they would likely have of rural service, to
say whether or not the route would receive that reasomable
patronage which wonld warrant its establishment. The discre-
tion, as was wise and sensible, was lodged in the man whose
personal observation entitled his judgment to be binding upon
those in the Department, who had no personal knowledge of
the actual conditions. The final decision, of course, was re-
served for the Department, but that was usually in accord with
the recommendations of the agent. Under the new régime the
agent has become a mere figurehead, whose reports have become
the victims of departmental technicality, The man to whom we
pay from fourteen to sixteen hundred dollars a year, in order
that we may have his judgment as to the appreciation the peo-
ple will have for rural service, among other things, is almost
entirely ignored upon this point. That he makes a fayorable re-
port upen a petition at all ought to be sufficient evidence to the
Department that all the requirements have been met and that
the necessity exists for the immediate inauguration of service.
The agent is the man who knows, and his judgment ought not
to be set aside, except when it appears on the face of the report
that he is clearly wrong. This new rule concentirates all the
autherity in respect to this service in the Department, and these
men, who ean have no idea of the necessity of the service and
the conditions which would warrant it in any particular ecase,
are permitted to override the judgment and hamper the effi-
ciency of the agent in extending service. The resulf is delay,
exasperating and unwarranted.

It ean not be argued that this three-fourths-certificate rule
was promulgated for the purpose of increasing the patronage
of rural service, for the administration of it proves the con-
trary., The rule is enforced with an exactness that would do

it is shown that three-fourths of the entire number-

Justice to a Shylock. The Department invariably demands its
pound, and I have actually in my own experience had it to
happen that a certificate was returned to the postmaster for
additional names, when only two names more were necessary
to bring it within the rule. A delay of three or four weeks was
occasioned and the people denied the privilege of the service
for that time because of this illiberal and narrow construoction
of the rule. But what does the Department eare about delay!
It is not interested in the extension of the service, if we are to
Judge by its action; it exists for the purpose of retarding the
extension of service. No other class of people on earth wonld
stand for this, except the patient American farmer, and no
other Department of the Government would dare to perpetrate
this senseless interpretation of a clearly senseless rule. Why
should fifty substantial, intelligent American ecitizens, with
every right belonging to American citizens, with every right
belonging to taxpayers—willing contributors to the national
burden—ywith every right to this service, have it withheld from
them because, perchance, twenty-five other men on the proposed
route do not certify their willingness at the time to patronize it?
Why should seventy-three citizens be denied the blessings of a
daily mail because, perchance, only two people on the pro-
posed route refuse to enter into a binding contract with the
Federal Government to patronize a service ‘which at the time
they know nothing about? Yet it frequently happens that
this is the ecase, according to the strict interpretation of this
rule. The truth is there is no sense and less justice in it; and
I firmly believe it was conceived in the general purpose to de-
lay the inauguration of rural service, to hamper its establish-
ment with hard conditions, and to witbhold its legitimate ex-
tention wherever it is possible to do so by mere technical rules.
The Congress which appropriates the money for this service
and is representative of the will of the people did not intend,
and does not intend, I hope, that it shall be surrounded with a
wall of red tape and unreasonable rules in order that the people
may be kept from its benefit.

Personally I have no quarrel with the Department. I think
they give me the same consideration they give other Repre-
sentatives. For the gentlemen in charge of this service I have
the highest personal regard. They are courteous, agreeable,
and always willing to accord such help and information as they
can give. The special agents of the Department are particu-
larly clever genflemen, and their reports are usually fair and
just, and give evidence of an earnest desire to discharge their
full duty conscientiously and with a dué regard for both the
interests of the people and the service. The gist of my com-
plaint is against the system and whoever is responsible for it.

The place of delay in the inauguration of this service is here
in the Department itself. The injustice done the people is com-
mitted after the petition leaves the hands of the agent and
reaches the Department, where it must go through the slow
grinding mill of red-tapism. The discretion lodged in the De-
partment is too great, their power is too unlimited. That they
should abuse it is not unnatural; that they should mistake their
own character and imagine themselves masters rather than
servants of the people is not surprising. Wherever in all his-
tory there has been lodged great power there has always been
found more or less abuse of it.

This idea suggests that we, as representatives of the people,
charged with the high duty of legislating in the interests of
the people, are not without fault in contributing to the abuses
which have grown up in the Department by our failure to ennct
general legislation to govern the service. By our failure to act
we have thrown the burden of administering this great service
into the hands of i¢he Department without a single suggestion
as to how the enormous sum we each year appropriate shall be
used. We have said to the Department, in effect, * Here are
$28,000,000; use it as seems wisest to you, only use it for the
benefit of the rural delivery service.” It was my earnest hope
that the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads would
bring to the attention of the House and for its consideration
some comprehensive plan looking to the better organization and
administration of this service. Congress must act in this mat-
ter sooner or later, and the sooner the better. We can not
much longer justify our imaction. The responsibility is upon
us of saying in what manner the people’s money shall be speut.
We can not longer shirk the duty we owe in this respect.

But, Mr. Chairman, to return to the policy of the Department,
let me say that it is evident that they are not satisfied with mak-
ing hard conditions precedent for the establishment of rural
service, but they have adopted a plan for the future, according
to the report of the Postmaster-General, which will mean the
discontinuance of thousands of rural delivery routes now in
operation, especially in the South, where the patronage of rural
service is not as large as that given it in some other sections ot
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the country. The Postmaster-General, in his report, page 93,
announces the poliey of the Department in this language:

The discontinuance without delay of any route where It is found on
inspection that lbecause of a lack of appreciation of the service the
expenditore Involved is unwarranted.

Again, he says:

. The substitution of every-other-day service where the patronage is
not sullicient to warrant daily service, thereby discontinuing the em-
ployment of a carrier.

This announcement of the Postmaster-General’s policy for
the future gave rise to a perfect furor of alarm throughout the
country. The people and the press voiced their disapproval in
no uncertain language, and Members of Congress were deluged
with protests and inquiries. Everybody, with the solitary ex-
ception of the Post-Office Department, saw the unreasonableness
anid injustice of such a course.

Anxious to know what interpretation the officials in imme-
diate charge of this service would put upon the announcement of
the Postmaster-General, I wrote to the Fourth Assistant Post-
master-General in January and received this letter in reply, and
for the information of the Ilouse I shall read it in full, as it
touches the points involved :

PosT-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
FOURTH ASSISTANT I'OSTMASTER-GENERAL,
DivisioN oF RumAL FREE DELIVERY,
Washington, January 22, 1906.
Hon. A. F. LEVER, .
Hcuse of Representatices.

Sm: I have your letter of the 13th Instant, in which you state it Is
gererally understood that there is in progress an inspection of rural
delivery routes with a view to discontinning or reducing to triweekly
gervice such of them as show llttle patronage, and asking to be advised
as to the policy of the Department in this regard.

In reply you are advised that the Inspection of the service which has
been instituted Is with a view to ascertaining the cause for any ad-
verse conditions which may exist and the possibility of removing such
conditions. On discovering that there is a lack of patronage on a
giren roule conslderation is given, first, to the possibility of Increasing
the Interest Im the seryice on the route; second, to the possibility of
rearrancing the route so as to Increase the patronage; third, to the
posgibllity of establlshing every-other-day service In lHen of dally serv-
ice, and, last, to its discontinuance where the conditions are such that
the expenditure involved in the operation of the route Is nnwarranted,

In this connection attention is respectfully invited to the report
of the PPostmaster-General for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1505, a
copy of which is forwarded to you under sel.l‘amta cover, pagce 03,
While no fixed rule as to the amount of mall which should be handled
on & rural route has been adopted, still the Department feels that the
averdse rural route should handle 3,000 pleces of mail per month, with
a po:sible minimum of 2,000, but the guestion of the discontinuance of
the service on routeg must Iin all cases depend upon the conditions as
they exlist on such routes, and the expenditure involved In operating
the service on & given route mizht not be¢ deemed warranted, even
though the minimum of 2,000 pieces of maill per month were handled,
where it was found that a considerable number of the possible patrons
were not avalling themselves of the benetits of the service.

Ag to your inquiry relative to the gsection of the country which shows
the least patronage of rural delivery, I have to say that the Depart-
ment s not In possession of data as to the number of familles patron.
izing all routes. The average amount of mail handled per route Is not
an absolute Indication as to whether there Is a lack of patronage, as a
given number of people on one route may take more mail than the
same number on another route.

The States inclnded among those handling less than an average of
3,000 pleces of mail per route per month are Indian Territory, 2,800 ;
Koentucky, 2.785; Florida, 2,515 ; Tennessee, 2,497 ; Louisiana, 2,411;
South Carolina, 2,407; Oklahoma, 2,394; Texas, 2,383 ; District of
Columbla, 2,370; Georgia, 2,147; Arksnsas, 2,067; Virginla, 2,015;
Alabama, 1,980 !\'c;rtllln Carolina, 1,909 ; Mississippi, 1,758,

Yery respectfully,
3 pee 4 P. V. DB GRAW,
Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.

This is a most interesting document and discloses a policy
which must alarm every friend of rural delivery. You will
notice that the Department intends through a rigid inspection of
the service to ascertain if the appreciation of it is such as to
warrant the expenditure necessary for its continuance. They
set up an indefinite standard by which the appreciation of the
service is to be measured, and this standard is predicated upon
the idea that the appreciation of the service must be shown in
the patronage of it, as shown by the number of pieces of mail
handled, and this, in the last analysis, means the measure of
appreciation in the amount of cancellation. A money -value is
to be put upon appreciation. T wish to eall attention to the fact
that the Post-Office Department has never been run with a view
to making money. It exists because it is the function of the
Government to supply its people with adequate mail facilities;
and only once or twice in its history has it failed to show a
deficit of receipts over expenditures. The Department was
established for the purpose of making the social intercourse
between the people of the countiry inexpensive and easy, for
promoting commerce, and for the general welfare, education, and
convenience of the people. The idea of making the service self-
sustaining has never entered the brain of any Administration
save this one. Deficits running in amounts from $3,000,000
to $14,000,000 per annum have not alarmed the people, and
ba've occasioned no special complaint. It seems to me that

if reforms are necessary in the Post-Office Department, and I
have no doubt of that, the Administration could find some other
service than this to begin with. If I had the time, I think I
could eall their attention to some abuses which might engange
them for at least a short while. No one expects that rural
delivery will become self-sustaining in a short decade. It is a
new service, and its growth must be gradual. It is absurd for
the Department to promulgate a rule that a route must be dis-
continued, where it does not appear that it is handling from
2,000 to 3,000 pieces of mail per month. A striet enforcement of
such a ruole would practieally discontinue all of the routes
recently put in in the South. No new service is at once pat-
ronized generally. The patronage increases from day to day
as the service becomes more and more appreciated, and as the
people become more and more satisfied that the service is to be
permanent. When route No. 1 at Columbia, In my distriet, was
established there was but one newspaper delivered along its
whole length. The people had not come to appreciate the serv-
ice. After it had been in operation for some little time, how-
ever, the mail handled began to inerease, and during the guarter
ending December 31 last, the earrier on this same route deliv-
ered 4,921 newspapers, aside from the other mail. If the
Department, when this service was put into operation, had been
enforeing this new rule, this route would have been discontinued.
1 believe the day will come when rural delivery will be self-
sustaining, for as the people become more educated, and as
newspapers and magazines become to them more of a necessity,
they will more and more use the facilities which the Government
has put at their doors.

I deny to the Department the right to set a standard of appre-
ciation of this service. I deny it the right of exercising a dis-
eretion in a matter about whieh it can know nothing. How ecan
the Department know what value you or I put upon a letter or
a newspaper? It may be that we do not get but one letter a
week, but that letter may mean a great deal to us. How can
the Department know otherwise? The poor widow living on a
rural route, whose boy is at college or in a distant city tolling
for his support and berg, may not write many letiers and may
not receive many, but can it be said that she does not appre-
ciate those she gets from that boy as much or more than does
the Wall street broker, whose letters are counted in hundreds?
You can not measure the appreciation of this service by the
amount of mail handled nor by the ecancellation. The power
should not be lodged in the Department to say to the people,
“Yeu do not appreciate what we are giving you, and therefore
we will take it away."” The Department must understand that
it Is not giving to these people anything, for the money which
goes to the support of this service comes from the people, and
they have a right to expect that some of it, at least, be returned
to them. :

But, Mr. Chairman, this letter discloses another fact to which
1 wish to direct the attention of the House. I quote: * While no
fixed rule as to the amount of mail which should be handled on
a rural route has been adopted,” and then the Fourth Assistant
states what he conceives to be a reasonable average for each
route, and then goes on to couple with his first statement the fol-
lowing: * Where it was found that a considerable nmmber of
the possible patrons not availing themselves of the henetit of the
service,” the route would be considered with a view to ifs dis-
continuance. In other words, a route may handle 3,000 picces
of mail per month, and yet if this amount is net sufficiently
large to meet the expectations of the Department the service,
in the discretion of the Department, can be discontinued. A
more indefinite and uncertain rule could not be found. If lodges
in the discretion of the Department the right to set up a stand-
ard of possible patronage which may be the guid=s in your com-
munity, while a different standard would be the guide in another
gection. The rule is absolutely unreasonable, and it permits
the Department a power of diserimination which ean be used to
the great injustice of certain sections of the country. This rule
does not take into consideration the faet that there may be a
possible patronage of 100 people to a route, but for some reason
only twenty-five are patronizing it, but these may be taking
daily newspapers and the great magazines of the country ; their
homes may be model homes, and their children in college. The
Department, in its diseretion, has the right to discontinue the
service to these twenty-five people, who are proving themselves
worthy of every consideration, because the route does not show
the largest possible patronage. Who will say that such an
act would not work an injustice? Who will deny such a
géﬁcr%tion as this ought not to be lodged in any bureau

ef

This letter announces another rule to the effect that the De-
partment, in its discretion, may reduce the service from daily
to triweekly. This is in violation of the fundamental idea of
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this service. The whole system of rural delivery contemplates.
that the American farmer shall have his mail delivered at his
door at least once a day. It was the intention of the fathers
of this system that a daily mail should go to the man living in
the rural distriets, and it was not in the mind of Congress,
when these appropriations had been made from time fo time,
that they sheuld be used for the purpose of inaugurating tri-
weekly service. Here we have another instance of an abuse
of power by a great Department of the Government, and
gives another evidence of the necessity for legislation on that
subject.

Mr. Chairman, this letter of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-
General shows another thing to which I wish te call the atten-
tion of the House. In writing General De Graw, I asked him to
furnish me the names of the States in which there seemed to be
the least appreciation ofrural service as ghown by the amount
of patronage. I confess that I was not surprised, for I sus-
pected that the state of facts as shown by the Fourth As-
gistant’s letter was perhaps the reason for the rule, when I
found him writing that *the States included among those
handling less than 3,000 pieces of mail per route per month are
Indian Territory, Kentucky, Florida, Tennessee, Louisiana, South
Carolina, Oklahoma, Texas, Distriet of Columbia, Georgia, Arkan-
sas, Virginia, Alabama, North Carolina, Mississippi.” Thus we
see that the solid Demoeratic South falls within this arbitrary
and suspicious rule of the Department. Not asingle State among
those mentioned in this Ietter is above the historic line of Mason
and Dixon, and I feel that I am justified in the suspicion that
this new regulation was adopted for the purpose of perpetuat-
ing the policy of discrimination against the South, which has
been pursued by the Department since the beginning of this
service. I am not building straw men for the purpose of
knocking them down, but the records of the Department will
bear me out in the statement that this service has been admin-
istered in a sectional and partisan manner. And let me say in
this connection, Mr. Chairman, that but for the zeal and energy
of Southern Representatives in Congress rural delivery would
not to-day be in existence. It was a southern man who first
proposed it to the Congress and southern men have been its
most zealous friends and advocates. '

Some years ago I undertook in an argument in the House to
show that even then a policy of diserimination against the South
had been adopted by the Post-Office Department. I think the
fact was demonstrated by the records of the Department, beyond
the shadow of a doubt. There has been no change in the atti-
tude of the Department toward the South since that time. The
records of the Department will show to-day that 50 per cent of
adverse reports upon rural delivery petitions come from the
South, while 10 per cent will cover the adverse reports from
other sections of the couniry. The number of routes in opera-
tion in Sounthern States are 50 per cent less than the number in
operation in Northern and Western States of equal population
and density of population. In the twelve so-called Southern
States, with a population of 21,713,000, in round numbers, there
were in operation on January 2, 1900, 8,695 routes, while in the
four States of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Kansag, with a
population of 11,038,000, in round numbers, there were in op-
eration, on the same date, 8,510. These four States, with only
half the population, have as many routes in operation ns all of
the Southern States combined. In the South there is a rural
route in operation for every 2,500 of its population, while in the
four States mentloned there is a route in operation for every
1,400 of population. The State of Kansas, as rock-ribbed and
everlasting in her republicanizm as Somth Carclina is in her
democracy, and with a population of only 130,000 more than
South Carolina, had in operation 1,555 routes, as ngainst 532
for South Carolinn—a difference of over a thousand routes in
favor of Rlepublican Kansas., In South Carolina there is only
one rural route for every 2,500 of population, while the unit of
population for rural service in Kansas is only 950, and ihe
density of population of South Carolina s greater, by fav, than
that of Kansas. Republican Oklahoma, with a population of
only 398,000, has in operation 594 routes—62 routes more than
in my own State, with a population four times as great. These
comparisons could be carried out ad infinitum and each one
wonld demonstrate the faet that the service has been adminis-
tered in a partisan and sectional manner that is disgraceful to
any governiment.

This new rule of the Department setting a standard for the
number of pleces of mail to be handled on a route is enleulated—
I fear deliberately intended—to continue thiz policy of sectional
and partisan administration of the service.

Mr. Chairman, I ask for my section nothing more and nething
less than common justice—the appllication of the much-vaunted

“ square-deal” prineiple. We are in the Union; we are here
to stay. Your flag is our flag; your ecouniry is our country.
To its welfare we owe our contributions, and we give them: to
its defense we owe our lives, and we have given them. And it
does seem to me that the day has come when we should cease
to pay the penalty for having had the courage to fizht for our
conception of right and in defense of a principle which has sue-
cessfully met every adversary, save that of force alone. [Loud
applause.]

Afr. MOON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, I yield fifty minutes
to the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. FINLEY].

[Mr. FINLEY addressed the committee. See Appendix.]

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. OveEr-
STREET] and the gentleman from Tennessee not desiring to use
ﬁ::eybtiﬁrther time, the Clerk will proceed with the reading of
- ﬁ‘ha Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as
ollows :

Be it enacted, ete., That the following sums be, and they are hereby,

appropriated for the service of the Post-Office Department, in conform-
ity with the act of July 2, 1836, as follows:

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL.

Mé-: SULZER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last
wor

The CHATRMAN.
nized.

Mr. SULZER. Mr. Chairman, some time ago—to be accurate,
on December 13, 1905—1I introduced in this House a resolution
calling on the Secretary of State for all letters, dispatches, doe-
uments, correspondence, papers, and information between this
Government and Austria-Hungary in the case of Marcus Braun,
a special immigration inspector of the United States, who was
arrested at the instigation of the Austro-ITungarian Government
in Budapest, in the month of May, 1903, while in the per-
formance of his official duties in that country. That arrest was
unwarranted and unjustifiable, and the Austro-Hungarian Goy-
ernment subsequently apologized for the arrest and repri-
manded its officials who caused it.

The resolution, sir, I introduced passed the House unani-
mously, went to the Secretary of State, and in response thereto
that official forwarded to the Congress what purported to be
all the papers and documents in this case; but I am reliably
informed that the most important document, a letter from
Consul-General Chester, at Budapest, which gave his views of
the ease and set forth in detail all the facts in this matter, was
withheld. Why that important letter, so far as Mr. Braun is
concerned, was suppressed I do not know, and I do not intend
at this time to talk about it. The other papers and documents
in this matter have been printed and are on file. They are
known as House Document No. 482, printed February 8, 1900.
Mr. Braun has answered it specifically, and filed his answer in
the State Department.

The facts in the case very briefly are as follows: On the
afternoon of May 8, 1905, Marcus Braun, then a guest of thoe
Hotel Hungaria, in the city of Budapest, Hungary, saw one of
the State detectives of the Hungarian Government, by the
name of Hugo Kalmar, taking out of the letter box of the hotel
and reading Mr. Braun'’s personal and official letters. The
detective was just in the act of reading a letter written from
Dr. Frank Dyer Chester, United States consul-general at Buda-
pest, to Mr. Braun, relating to emigration matters in Hungary,
which Mr. Braun was at the time officially investizating on
behalf of the United States Government.

Many weeks before, let me say, Mr. Braun had complained to
the United States consul-general at Budapest, to the Hon.
Bellamy Storer, United States ambassador at Vienna, and to
the Commissioner-General of Immigration of the United States,
Washington, that his mail, both official and private, was tam-
pered with, but up to that time he was undér the impression
that the spoliation of his letters was caused by petty post-
office officials, but when he canght Detective Kalmar red-handed
in the act he had positive evidence that the unlawful opening
of his mail was caused directly by the Austro-Hungarian Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Braun recognized in the person of this detective a man
who for weeks prior to this incident had followed him on all
the trips he was making in the capacity of United States immi-
grant inspector throughout that country, and when he eaunght
this detective in the act of rifling his letters he gave expression
to his indignation and denounced the act as ouilrageous, and
immedintely telegraphed to the United States ambassador at
Vienna and te his superiors at Washington for protection.

The day folHowing, namely, on the 9th day of May, Mr. Braun

The gentleman from New York is recog-
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was served with a sumimnons to appear before the police eap-
taincy of the fourth district of the city of BDudapest, on May 10,
to answer a charge of insulting a Hungarian official. Consul-
General Chester went with Mr. Braun to the chief of police, Mr.
DBela Rudnay, to demand an explanation, and he also called on
the councilor of the ministry of interior, Dr. Alexander Selley,
and at both places they practically admitted that Mr. Braun
was under arrest, and considered by them as a private, and not
an official person, for the purpose of detecting him in some
offense agninst the Hungarian emigration law, and to make
his further stay impossible in that couniry as an American in-
spector of immigration.

The evidence secured by Mr. Braun and Consul-General
Chester showed conclusively that the reason for this action
by the Hungarian Government was that Mr. Braun’s ofiicial
reports of 1904 had hurt the feelings of several prominent offi-
cials in the Adrea Steamship Company, which is a concern
subsidized by the Huugarian Government, in which many of the
highest officials of the Kingdom of Hungary are shareholders.
At the beginning both the ministry of interior and the police
department, including Detective Kalmar, denied the fact that
they had opened Mr. Braun's mail or followed him around,
but when they were confronted with the positive evidence in
Mr. Braun’s possession they made a brazen stand and said:
“Well, we had a perfect right to do that. What are you going
to do about it?”

By direct order of Prime Minister Tisza the police depart-
ment issued official statements to the press against Mr. Braun
impugning his character, and paid the expenses for printing and
circulating a pamphlet, which was sold openly all over the
Kingdom, containing all kinds of false charges against the honor
and integrity of Mr. Draun.

Subsequently Mr. Braun was discharged, and the ofiicials
responsible for his arrest reprimanded by the Austro-Hungarian
Government. These are briefly the facts in this case. How-
ever, among the papers sent to this House by the Secretary of
State, in response to my resolution, is a letter from Mr. Storer,
the then ambassador of the United States to Vienna, unjustly
reflecting on Mr. Braun. In answer to this letter, and to its
reply by the then Secretary of State, Mr. John Hay, and in
answer to all the papers on file in the State Department, es-
pecially to those sent to the House of Representatives by the
present Becretary of State and contained in House Document
No. 482, Mr. Braun promptly filed his reply, and I shall ask the
House, ere I conclude, for its permission to include this reply
in the Reccorn as part of my remarks. I believe a great in-
justice has been done Mr. Braun, and I think he is entitled to
have his side of the case presented to the country in his own
way and in his own words. To do less would be a denial of
justice and a refusal to give bim his day in court before the
American people. This reply .speaks for itself, and is Mr.
DBraun’s defense and complete vindieation.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say in regard to Mr. Braun
that on account of the outrageous way he has been treated by
certnin officials of this Government, and on account of the fact
that hie could not get protection and vindication from those in
authority, who should safeguard his rights as an official and as
an American citizen, he has resigned from the officé he held, and
is no longer in the employ of the United States Government.
It may also not be amiss to eall to the attention of the Members
of this House the fact that Mr. Bellomy Storer, the American
ambassador to Austro-Hungary, has been summarily dismissed
from the diplomatic service by the Iresident of the United
States.

Afr, Chairman, just a few words in conclusion. I want to
gay that Mr. Braun lives in my district, and bas always been
an intense and consistent Republican. But politics has noth-
ing to do with this matter. While I am a Member of Con-
gress I shall always do everything in my power to secure
justice for my constituents and to vindicate the rights of every
man, woman, and child that lives in my Congressional district,
regardless of politics, race, or religion. I know Marcus Braun
well, and I can testify that he is able, sincere, Industrious,
intelligent, and affable, and one of the most patriotic and
loynl men in all the land. He is entitled to a “square deal,”
and I shall do all that T can to get It for him. He has been
an honest and an eflicient official of this Government for sev-
eral years. and has won the esteem of his official superiors.
He is a friend of President Roosevelt, who reposes in him the
most impliclt confidence, The charges filed against him se-
cretly In the State Department by the Austro-Hungarian Govw-
ernment are absolutely false, and that Government knows the
charges to be false. A great wrong and a great injustice has
been done Mr. Braun, and he demands that all the papers in

this matter filed in the State Department be given the fullest
publicity, so that the truth shall be known, and in order that
an honest official and a worthy citizen may be vindicated in
the eyes of every true Ameriean. [Applause.]

Mr. Chairman, I now ask unanimous consent that the letter
of resignation and the reply of Mr. Braun to the documents the
Secretary of State sent to the House may be printed as a part
of my remarks.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there cbjection to the request of the
gentleman from New York?

There was no objection.

New Your, March 19, 1506.
Hon. F. P. BARGENT,

¥
Commizsioner-General of Immigration, -
Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington, D. C.

Bin: In the administration of justice the protection of innocence is
as much the province of the law as is the punishment of crime; and in
the administration of execuntlve oflices the a}ibprecla.tlun of work per-
formed §s of as great, if not infinitely greater, importance as is the pay-
ment of the salary.

This appreciation of gervices faithfully and loyally rendered can not
evidence itself in a more thorough manner than in identifying the labor
of the servant as that of the master, and by giving the laborer the
imwer and the authority of those for whom he Is at work, and to extend

o him, while at work, the broadest ?rntectlon of those in aunthority.

One In the service of the United States must feel that he has the

wer of all the United States at hls eommand, if need be, while faith-

ully performing his duty. The moment this protection is not at his

command—that is to say, not at his di ition—{from that moment his
usefulness is perceptibly shaken. 1If such a man deemed himself in need
of the protection of his Government, if he called for it and prayed for
it, and it was denled him, still more glaringly does the usefulness of
that man diminish until it arrives at nil. Then there remains but one
manly course open—to retire from his work.

Sir, I am in that pesition. True, at one time I was told by you that
I have riormed good work and you did assure me * that some day
the merits of my work would be recognized in ﬂproper manner,'" but that
future appreciation of my work is of insignificant importance In com-
parison to my present position, when I am left heipless by the Depart-
ment to which I appealed for protection against cowardly, brutal at-
tacks upon my honor, and when, against my earnest and solemn protesta-
tions, it was allowed to go forth to the world as the last word and “ the
incident corsidered closed,” that Braun was guilty “ of highly improper
conduct as an official of the United States engaged in a mission In Hun-
ﬁrry. * 2 = and that his antecedents are not such as to require any

ther actlon * * *" conclusions arrived at without my belng
heard, conclusions based on wickedly false and deliberately malieious
and lying statements.

True, 1 did recelve a certaln vindlcation, but the very vindication ae-
corded to me was a veiled injury. Whken I had heretofore resigned my
position 1 was promptly renp‘Po nted ; but it was only the salary that
was given to me; the kind of work and the nature of the work I had
been doingz was not again intrusted to me, while the vindleation due to
me, as I think, should have earried with it the assignment to the very
sphere of work I had been performing.

However, American officeholders do not, generally, hold office as a
matter of idealism, nor do I, and I wounld have gladly yielded this point
of change of assignment and would have been contented to fill my
office, be It in Canada or Granada, New York or Budapest, had the as-
gigmment to any work, anywhere, been followed up by the examination
of the charges, or, rather, Innuendoes, upon which the coordinate branch
of the Government acted in a manuer to which I can not submit, unless
indeed 1 wished to plead guilty to * improper conduct'' or to “ shady
antecedents."” No office to which I counld appointed vindicates me
as long as those charges are not exposed to be maliclous falsehoods,
and I believe I have proven that by documents in possesslon of the
Government.

I have petitioned, pleaded, and implored for a chance to be heard in
my defense, but in vain. I was told that * the incident is closed,” that
I have been reaglminted to my old office; that should suflice to make
me feel that no further vindieation is necessary.

- Well, this is a question to which I ecan respond In but one way.
Absolutely exonerat you, sir, from any and all responsibility, and
extending to you my most heartfelt and grateful appreciation of your
kindness to me, but In view of my earnest a Is for a hearing being
disregarded by the Department of State, to which I had submitted them
weeks ago, In view of my reappointement to an office, carried with it
by an assignment entirely diferent from the kind to which I thonght
1 was to have been appointed, surely different from the kind of work
I had been doing, I pray to be allowed to tender, and 1 do now so
tender, my resignation as immigrant inspector, my resignation to take
effect on March 20, 1900, on the day of the esxpiration of the leave of
absence I now enjoy.
Respectfully,

MarcUs DRAUN,
United Btates Immigrant Inspecior.

Afarcus Braun's answer filed in tll;wcvcpartmt of State, Washington,

78 SEcCOND AVENTE, NEw Yorr CrIry,
February 21, 1906,
Hon. Erniniv RoorT,
Reeretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Bin: Document No, 482 of the first sesslon, Fifty-ninth Congress,
House of Representatives, entitled * Marcus Braun—Message from
the P'resident of the United States,” has this day reached me.

The document closes with a letter of the late Secretary of State,
John Hay, of glorious memory, addressed to Mr. Storer, our ambassador
at the Court of the Hapsburgs, at Vienna, wherein the American stntes-
man informs the ambassador that, Inasmuch as it appears from the
. corresPondence that Braun was gullty of highly Improper conduct aa
an official of the United States engaged in a mission in IHungary In
otgenly attacking the Hungarian Government in the newspapers, and

at his antecedents are not such as to require any further action
than the proper assertion of the dignity of the United States, and
inasmuch as Braun has been recalled and the offending petty officials
have been reprimanded by the Imperial Government, the Department
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does not feel that it is desirable to press the matter further with the
Austro-Hungarlan Government. For these reasons you may let the
matter drop.”

Our Mr. Storer has, in supplying the State Department with the
inf.rmation upon which the lamented late SBecretary of State thought
himself to be justified to close the incident in the manner in which he
did, lent himself—I have no doubt that he did so unconsciously—to
the commission of a most flagrant miscarriage of justice of which I
have Lezn the victim.

He had been misled by deceitful
with malicious slanders about me whic
He took it for granted that everything that came to him from Ausiro-
Hungarian governmental sources was fact, and without examining them
or any of them, he reported them to the home Government, and without
any regard for the good old ** audeatur et altera pars,” 1 am informed
“ the Incident is closed.”

The Department has closed the matter. But is it closed?

As a man of peace, weary and worn out by the unequal fight, a plain,
unassuming man against a powerful government, against crafty gov-
ernment officlals trying to save themselves, I would gladly have “let
the dead past bury its dead.”

I will show ?'uu, however, later on, that these people’s nefarious
practices are still at work, right now, here in New York.

The reports sent by Mr. Storer to the Btate Department are deliber-
attiliy false and misleading.

e, Mr. Storer, may not know this. 1 admit it cheerfully, though.
Oh, how I wish he had taken the time and the trouble systematlca?ly
to examine into them! .

His recommendation would have been written in another key. Ile
would have laid bare the infamy of certain IMungarian government
officials, and would haye insisted, with all the dignity and power of
this Republic, that the Injury done me be atoned for adequately and
punitive damages be exacted from them.

With serupulous care I will abstain from embodying into this brief
aught but facts.

will make no attempts to be eloguent, nor with pathetic appeals to
arouse or attempt to arouse sympathy.

This would be—none know it better than myself—a useless and an
unpardonable offense toward you, whom the Amerlcan people have
learned to honor and to respect as the just, fearless, and honest judge
of men and character. However, I do appeal to you to look into * the
case of Marcus Braun.”

You must do so because you, the ﬁreat jurist-statesman, can not give
your taclit consent that ere shall remain secretly confined in the
archives of the State Department a bundle of papers—* a dossler "'—
which attacks the honor of an American citizen, or attempts to do so;
by foul and fell innuendo casts a shadow of doubt upon the manner in
which this American citizen has discharged a sworn duty; while this
American citizen earnestly maintains that he can carry conviction to
every fair-minded American that these attacks upon his honor are
emanating from motives and sources impure and dishonest, and that the
accusations against him are false as hell and known to be false to
those who have had the "‘“‘“ﬁ to make them,

Yes, I want to show you that the accusations against me contained
in that * dossier,” only parts of which have been made dpuhiic a5 o
“ public document of Congress,” are deliberately and maliciously false.
That the Government which makes them has made them in sheer de-
spalr to stop me in my work, which threatened the anyhow—from other
canses—shaky Austrian and Hungarian Government with conviction of
a gigantic fraud in the administration of its affairs of emigration; that
that Government, which made these accusatlons against me, pamely,
that I had to be put under police surveillance; that 1 was looked upon
with suspicion ; tl‘:at my past life was shady ; that I had left my native
country leaving unpaid debts behind me; that I bad come into contact
with fthe criminal law of the land—and what else these accusations
might be—deliberately, mallclously, brutally, and cowardly told a set
of falsehoods against me; and I shall never rest until you, sir, secure
for me the triumphant vindleation I deserve, and which I must have,
unless I want to concede even the most remote possibility of there being
even the barest trace of truth In these accusations.

1 am fully aware of the weight of the burden I t:?- to put upon your
ghoulders, but 1 also know your Americanism. That sublimely hizh
sense of honor and duty which has characterized your life’'s work will
never shirk doing what truth and justice dictate to ysu in this matter.

The fact that * the ineident is closed' will not be a hindrance to
you, because In affairs of bonor and of truth and of nobility of charac-
ter there are no statutes of limitation.

The fact that I am guasi rehabilitated hY having been appointed to
office again will not be reason for you to let bygones be bygones, be-
cause the wrong done has not been rizhted by reappointment,

The fact that an examination of the matter might cause embarrass-
ment—here, there, somewhere; might even bring about the necessity
of your telling a friendly foreign Government a plece of your mind and
to preach to that Government a sermon upon the command of the deca-
logue, * Thou shalt not bear false witness "—ecan not be any reason for
hesitancy on your part, because higher that all other considerations
are the claims of an American citizen unjustly attacked in that which
is dearest to him—his honor.

Nor am I afraid of the possible objection that might be raised known
as ‘" the rules of the ilez‘mr:ment." which stand In the way of a re-
consideration or a rehearing of the case. I'am not addressing myself
to a man whom iron rules, stereotyplc regulations, or bureaucratie
methods could prevent from action where he thought action to be hia
duty.

1 humbly pray, sir, not to be misunderstood. It is not uniar
damage or publie apology or something of that sort which I demand.
I want your Department’s thorough examinatlhn into every minute
detall of the affair. I want your Department's final judgment to be
igsued, besed on testimony an evidence, and not on scurrilous letters,
“on dits,” *we thinks,” * anonymous communications,” * we have
been tolds,” or “1 am assureds,” even if thizs comes from so high an
offirer of the Government as an ambassader to that foreign Government.

Let me now proceed, sir, and I will show g’ou a phase in the con-
dition of affairs In publie life of Austria and Hungary the darkness of
which is all the more dense for me because by It 1 am made to suffer
for my work faithfully performed, simply to punish me for having lald
bare the corrupt practices obtaining in emigration matters In that
cO'{Prmt;g5tllnalely. a representative of our own Government has allowed
himself to be h winked Ly the wily politicians of Austria and
Hungary, and the ambassador at Vienna, our own Mr. Storer, was made
to do for that Government—unconsciously, as I have sald before—the
nefarious deed of * showing me up,” and to heap abuse on me and to

ple; his ear had been filled
he was led to accept as truths.

Eut me into the most unenviable position Imaginable, humiliating me,
umbling me, and putting me on my defense,

I shall take up the report of our Mr. Storer seriatim, and I shall be
satisfied to leave the result with youn.

Before I do this, 1 must speak “in personam.” The red line run-
ning through the entire affair is the accusation, by insinnation and
directly made, that in 1892, when I left my native country, I did so
under a cloud; that a criminal charge was pending against me; that
the Hungarian Government felt justified in putting me under police
surveillance.

It Is incredible to suppose that !Yeopie endowed with ordinary intel-
ligence should be so awfully stupld as to find no better excuse in the
attempt to justify a wrong done than this afterthought to attack my
character, but yet the Budapest ?eogle do so. The awful stupldity
lies in the fact of—what they should have known—my ability .to refute
their accusations so thoroughly and so convincingly t{mt there remains
no other conclusion to come to than that not only are the accusations
made against me false and untrue, but that the people making them
knew them to be so at the time they made them.

If in 1892 I left my native country under a cloud, why was I not
under police surveillince when 1 first visited Hungary (I visited
Hungary after having been in the United Btutes only about twenty
months), and why not on the oceasions of my other numerous visits,
and why did they appolnt me to represent them in some important mat-
ter in the United States (ss hereinafter specitied)? W did they
grant me my discharge from the Magyar citizenship? Why did ministers
of the Kingdom honor me, thanking me for services performed by me
for their nation? Why did prime minister and ministers of the dual
monarehy receive me cofficially and at private hearings? Why should
I Lave become the target for their persecutlon only after I have in
the honest discharge of my duty **showed them up,” refused to be
bribed into silence or into connivance at or participation in their doings,
whieh I found to be contrary to the requirements of our own laws?

Dut pray pardon me, I will proceed chronologieally. I was born in
1565, In Hungary, and in the year 1887 1 was drafted Into military
service. 1 left the milltary service May 2, 1800, having completed
the sctual service and been placed in the reserve.

I immediately left Budapest and went to Munich, Bavaria, where I
remained until October of the same year. From Munich 1 went to
P'aris, making stops of a few weeks at the cities of Stuttgart, Karlsruhe,
and Strassburg. In Paris I remained until December, 1891, but made
frequent trips from there to varipus parts of Europe in my capacity as
a_travelers’ guide. My last trip as such guide lpemndc {n December,
1801, from Parls to Roumania with an Australian family, and having
earned a comparatively large amount of money, 1 decided to emigrate
to the United States. I returned to Budapest the first week of Febru-
ary, 1892, made application to the ecivil and military authorities for
permission to leave, and on May 9 started on my jourmey, duly
eqlulpped with the necessary passport and gcrmisslon entered in my
military book from the proper authority. stopped a few days in
Vienna, then In Berlin, and subsequently, on June 12, sailed from
Rotterdam on the 8. 8. Maasdam bound for New York, arriving at this
port June 22, 1882, Within two or three weeks after my arrival I
duly reported to the Austro-Hungarian consulate-general of New York,
as prescri by the rules and regulations, and this also was entered In
my military book.

In New York 1 n work as a canvasser for a picture and frame
concern, but already In the fall of that year I had become the reporter
of the Oesterr. Ung. Zeltung, a German newspaper dedicated to the
interests of the Aupstro-Hungarians in the United States. I also te-
came connected with the German Herold, then, as now, one of the
leading German daily newspapers of the ecity of New York, and with
this latter newspaper 1 was connected as a reporter when, in April
1803, that newspaper sent me to the Chieago World's Fair as its special
representative.

In Chicago, at the World's Fair, I, in addition to my work as news-
{-aper man, became connected with the establishment known as * 0Old
‘ienna,” a semiofficlal Austrian governmental exhibition or institu-
tion, being appointed as the press agent thereof,

In the course of my duty I became aware of dishonest practices on
the part of the Austro-Hungarian commissioner-general, one Dr. An-
ton von Pallitschek, who was also consul-general of Austria and Hun-
gary at New York City. It may not belong here to speak of this ease,
but it will be interesting enough to state here that, s ngle handed und
agninst the most powerful influences, I succeeded In forcing the Aus-
trian Government to recall the man and to put him on trial for the
malfeasance and misfeasance of office I charged him with and to secure
his conviction.

I mentlon now another incident which shows how fully aware were
the Magyar governmental authorities of my whereabouts and of my
doings, so that If it had been true that when I left Hungary a crim-
inal charge was pending against me I could have been apprehended,
or if the eriminal charge did not fall within the provisions of the
treaty of extradition my passport could have Leen, as by law it should
have been, refused to me.

The incldent Is this: On my arrival at Chleago one day—I had ecome
and gone frequently from and to New York—I gave my handbag to
Parmelee’'s express to carry to my hotel, In that bag there was, among
other things, my pass?ort and my milltary Identification booklet In-
dorsed by the Austro-Hungarian consulate. The express company lost
my handbag, and 1 lost my papers, At my first visit to DBudapest, in
April, 1894, 1 reported my loss to the proper authoritles having charge
of the passport bureau and of the military affairs, and some months
later I received a duplicate passport and a duplicate military identifi-
cation booklet, the same being r{liw.n to me by the coasul-general of
Austria-Hungary in New York, through whom the Hungarian authori-
ties had forwarded it.

As stated above, in April, 1804, I visited Hungary. It was my first
vigit to my native land. I bad become acquainted with Mr. E. . T,
Hammond, United States consul at Budapest, and he was good enough
to intrioduce me to the then prime minister of lHungary, Mr. Alexander
Wekerle.

1 secured a release from partlclpation In the military maneuvers
of that vear, and this permission to be absent from that service was
duly entered 1n my military booklet. The dpermlssfrm to be absent dur-
ing the maneuvers of the year before I bad obtained that year through
the Austro-Hungarian consulate.

* I remain in Bopdapest nbout five or six weeks. T visited publie

men of affairs, politiclans, statesmen, jJjournalists, and news-
paper offices, There was never any suzgestion of my * having left
under a clond,” nor of a criminal charge, nor of any charge against

me. I was not molested.
In July, 1804, 1 was back in New York. I appeared before the
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naturalization bureau of the New York court of common pleas and
asked to be given my * declaration of intention,” known as the * first

paper.

’;‘e’he clerk of the court wanted me to forswear my all ce to * the
Emperor of Austria.” I refused, claiming that I owed no alleglance
to the Emperor of Austria, but did owe allegiance to the King of
Hungary, whose subject I was. The clerk refused to see any differ-
ence between an Aunstrian and a Hungarlan subject, and I applied to
the court for a mandamus.

The subject created an immense stir In Ausiro-Hungarian circles
and journalism ; it became a subject of diplomatic and parliamentary
discussion, and in your Department, sir, you will find, under date of
June 12, 1808, among the tliplonmt'ic and state papers, one referring
in full to the * naturalization case of Marcus Braun.,” The Magyar
newspapers lauded me for my patriotism; the M&aéyar ministers had
thelr suy with the Austrian minister of forelgn alrs. Buffice it to
Bay that one day the B:esent ambassador of Austria-Hungary at Wash-
ington had me ecited before him at the office of the consul-general at
New York, when he, Mr. Hengelmuller, the then and present ambassa-
dor, * in behalf of the land,” and * under instruction m his Govern-
ment,” expressed his thanks for my * patriotic conduct.”

Early in 1805 I had married, the then m:tln%conml and vice-consul
of Austria and Hungary, Mr. Otto Eberhard, being one of my witnesses
at the ceremony, an ?rompﬂg. as r%uired by the military laws of the
country of my birth, 1 reported to the proper authorities this change
in my “ al status.”

The New York Journal had just then passed Into the hands of John
R. Me and b{ the new management I was sent to be
representative of that paper at the ceremonies of the opening
Baltic Canal, at Kiel, Germany. I reported that event for the Journal
and also for the Pestl Naplo, at Budapest.

After the canal-opening festivities I went to Budapest with my wife,
and the then prime minister of Hungary, Baron Banfly, asked me
about the naturalization matter above mentioned by me, which then
had not been finally decided and was still pending. I put him in pos-
sesslon of the facts and the manner and method of the administration
of the law, gave him copies of the mandamus papers and the brief of
my attorney. The minister president, Baron Banffy, took these pa
to Vienna to the Austro-Hungarian foreigm minister, Count Golu-
chowski, and the paper above mentioned, of the date of June 12, 18986,
was the result of my work and of my interview with the prime minis-
ter of Hungary.

During this visit of mine at Budapest 1 was recelved by the minls-
ter gresldent of the conntry, as above stated ; newspapers wrote about
the * Case of Marcus Braun,” the * Patriotic Mr. Braun,” who refnses
to: be known as a * subject of Austria.” I was not shadowed.
not persecuted. There wns not even a suggestion of my * havin
under a cloud™ or of a criminal charge pending against me.
not molested.

In the fall of 1885—I had returned to New York—Baron Johann
Leonhardl, the then consul of Austrian and Hungary at New York,
engnged me, officially engaged me, to he the American press agent of
the millenniom festival that was to be held In the following year in
honor and commemoration of the one thousandth anniversary of the
formation of the country of mr nativity.

This designation was officlally recognized by the Hungarian minister
of commerce. The prime minister and all the other ministers sent me
their photographs with flattering letters, to be published by me in the
“ festival ™ number of “The Hungarian American,” a magazioe I had
founded, and wherein I boomed eifectually the Magyar Millennium
Festival and the Budapest Exposition therewith connected. y

To the * festival™ went to Budapest, taking with me also the
authorization of the New York World to be its special correspondent.
I was officially received by the prime minister and the other members
of the cablnet, and when, on May 2, 1806, there was held at the
Budapest Opera House the famous gala performance, at which even
the King was present, I was made the rocicyleut of one of the Invita-
tions sent out by the premier. Of about 800 journalists present at the
capital of Hun§ary on that day, only six were invited to that per-
formance, and I was, as I sald, one of these six. On April 28, the
present and then chief of the Budapest Pnliue. Mr. Bela Rudna}r. gave
me, on my personal application, a speclal “ pollce-line permit™ The
addresses of the letters sent to me at New York by the Millennium
authorities were not written or typewrliten, they were printed; 1 was
evidently on the *1lst,” recognized as one of their own, and, later on,
1 was pald for my services—true, I had to sue for It. And yet,
during all of that time, I was not shadowed, I was not persecuted,
there was npever any sunggestion of eriminal charges or of any charges
pending agalnst me, or that I had left my country under a cloud; I
was not molested ; I had an office there, with rezistered cable address
(“Americus Budapest'), at No. 4 Na Korona uteza, where my
ghingle hung out; and in April, 1806, was given a special police
permit by the very same chlef of police who In 1905 said he had to
shadow me because in_ 1802 there was a criminal charge made against
me. He had not shadowed me on my former visits, nor had he any
fears of me on my subsequent visits in 1899, In 1901, and in 1902,

Do you, you the famous jurist-statesman, believe the story of that
“ eriminal ¢harge?™

In 1897 I applied for a dlscharge from the bonds of my Hungarian
citizenship—to have my expatriation recognized by the Hungarian
Government. This request was granted {n 1807. As You may see from
the attached translations of the certificates issmed, the laws of Hun-
gary absolutely forbid the expafriation of a citizen against whom any
eriminal charge is pending. 'The certification of my expatriation was
fssued by the mayor of the city of Budapest after the latter had re-
ceived the following Information from the criminal authorities, a cer-
tified copy of which was gecured by United States Consul-General
Frank Dyer Chester at Budnpest, and which Is now on file at the State
Department :

I was
left
was

RoYAL CRIMINAL COURT OF JUSTICE,
Budapest, No. 63722, 1597,

To the honorable Mayor’s Office of the Capital
and Residence City of Budapest, Budapest: .

To your inguiry In the matter of Marcus Braon, No. 25609, and dated
July 4, 1897, 1 have the honor to inform you with official respect that
there Is no criminal procedure against the individual in guestion under
way at this con and that no sentence has been brought which ghonld
be executed upon him. 3

Budapest, tember 16, 1897.

Zstrvay, Presiding Justice.
Doctor Sarzer, Olerk.

It was the sorry work of our own Mr. Storer, who found In the
fact that I applied for this dlschnr[;a in 1897 a circnmstance to hit me
hard, and thereby serve his Austrinn friends, who evidently appealed

to him to save them. Mr. Storer finds that I applled for my d rge,
gge wg g&g‘s, in 1898, because then the “ statute of limitations" p?o—

Our Mr. Ambassador at the Hapsburg court is after all only a country
lawyer who argues hatﬁhamrd!:. The Hungarlan law knows no statute
of limitations when final dlscharge from citizenship is asked for,
and, as the United Btates, the statute of limitations does not run
when the person wishing to avail himself thereof has voluntarily ab-
sented himself from the jurisdiction. Had he, our Mr. Storer, been of
%'B'LII.‘ Judicial mind, had he been prompted by a desire fo stand man-
ully and faithfully b{ his American compatriot, Instead of trylng to
help the Austrian mlnlster of foreign affairs, who, among other things,
told him * he " {referri.ng to mer "ﬂ after all, a Jew," he could readily
have seeu that I made my application to be discharged from the bonds
of Hungarian citizenship the first moment I had the right, under the
law of Hungary, to do so, namely, in 1807. I had me a citizen of
the United States in 1807. Having come to the United States In 1802,
I could become a citizen of this country in 1807, and, becoming a citi-
zen of this country in 1807, I could ask for my discharge from Hun-
garian citizenship only In that same year—I18)0T—as the laws of ex-
patriation In Hungary make it a condifion sine qua non that the appli-
cant should be able to show, by submitting his certificate of citizen-
ship from the country of his adoption, that he has actually become a
citizen of another country.

Pray forgive me for wearyi.u?' you with these repetitions. The
matter, however, Is of supreme {mportance, and only his high char-
acter and his ﬂ]l[nia g]osltlon so important saves Mr. Storer from the

itive charge of hav e% acted mala fide, and to have done so inten-
ionally, when he accused me of seeking the protection of the statute

of limitations.

Mr. Storer, in his reﬁort of May 27, 1905, says that it Is true that in
1808 I came back to Hungary and succeeded In obtaining a certificate
£ ition of my beilng a citizen of the United States, and that,
under the best legal advice he eould obtaln, the issuance of such a cer-
tificate from any provincial government of the “Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire " only Indicates that the person named owes no taxes or milltary
service to his former government, and that there is not pendmf against
him any legal prosecution actually begun before his emigration. Mr.
Storer forther reports that in my case the statute of limitations of
Hungary barred before the year of my return—1808—any prosecution
for acts committed before golnz to America, In 1890, whether the
were cfficlally recorded and puoblished before my de{mrture or after
left, and that on this account, there being no prosecution actually gend-
ing, certificate of Unilted States citizens ii) wag granted me [n 1898,
In ordér to show how superficially, earelessly, and recklessly Mr. Storer
makes these statements and draws conclusions, and how ignorant the
leganl talent must have been from whieh he sought advice, I quote for
your Iinformation the particular section referring to these cases of the
Laws of Hungary of 1870, entitied * The ob ing and forfeiting of
the rights of Hungarian citizenship : ™

“ 8EC. 3. That he is not under eriminal Investigation In the territory
of the laws of the Hungarian Crown; or that there was no sentence of
any criminal court against him which remalns unexeecuted.”

nﬂut. even assuming that Mr. Storer's contention is correct, do you

not think that the presiding justice of the Royal Hungarian eriminal
court would have answered to the inquiry of the mayor of the city.
“Yes; there Is a criminal pr ure under way asainst the individual
in guestion, but the same is outlawed by the statute of limitation,”
rovided a cause of criminal action ever existed against me? Of course
ge would have sald so, and the law being very clear on the subject no
guch certificate ever would have been granted.

1 now proceed. ;

Yes; I forgot to mention it. When, In 1896, I went to Budapest
to the millenninm festivities I carried with me n very flattering letter
of introduction from the then consul of Aunstrizs-Hungary, Baron Johann
von Leonhardi, pralging me with kind partlality for my effective work
in behalf of the Hungarians and the millennium in the field of Ameri-
ﬁan newspaperdom; a translation of this letter is also attached

ereto.

As I said before, I was obliged to sue the Hungarian Government
for the recovery of my salary as press ageat of the millennial com-
mission, and I then was made aware of having become in the eyes of
the Hungarian Government officlals * persona non grata ;" though u
to thet tlingg. of the bringing of my lawsunit I had been * our esteem
compatriot.

Ipwns attacked in one of their officlal newspapers, and there wns
put forward as the anthor of these attacks an individoal by the name
of Alexander Hecht, who, however, at that time went by the name of
# Hajdo." This individual had lived in the early ninetles and until
the end of 1894 in New York under the name of * Fecht.” He led an
{mmoral life and was frequently involved in litigations which proved
him to be a nsurer. He was a frlend of former Consul-General Von
Palitschek.

I had at that time Instrocted Dr. Desider Olah, my attorney in Buda-
pest, who was prosecuting m¥ clalms against the Hungarian Govern-
ment, to institute proceedings for libel against the two Budapest papers,
Nemzet and Magyarorszag, that had printed the Iibelous allega-
tions of said Hecht-Hajdu, but owing to the fact that I was too far
away from the point of litigation, and my attorney asking continually
for excesslve sums of money, and more particularly because of the fact
that, with the ald of the Austro-Hungarian consulate-general of New
York Clty, they attempted to and did manufacture evidence, althongh
but of a hearsay nature, and would not even give me a chance to cross-
examine the witnesses, the whole proceeding Ml% ex parte, I did not
further prosecute the matter. From the attnched exhibit, which is a
transeript of the testimony so concocted and manufactured, you wiil
readily see that I could not very well afford to gg into this matter more
deedply, and this is also the reason why I sald Mr. Storer at Viennn
and also to the consul-ﬁneml at Budapest, Mr. Chester, that under no
circumstances would I bring any legal Emceedinggufor the violation of
my mall and the defamation of my character, t I positively deny
that I ever made this or any simllar statement to any newspaper or
person, as quoted by Mr. Storer.

The perusal of the testimony taken In 1897 at the Austro-Hungarian
consulate of New York in that libel suit of mine is immensely inter-
esting, That in the wide, wide world there should be a civilized coun-
txﬁ' resorting to such tjud}chl {?) methods is simEIy marvelous. Pray
allow me to give a few outlines reof., 1 had been charged with
having stolen a fur coat and other things from one Horwath, in New
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York, and Horwath is produced. He testifies: * Braun boarded at my
ouse ; he never stole anything ; there was never anything stolen at my
house.” Then, to counteract this, they produced Iguatins Weltner as
n witness, who testifies that ** somebody told him that ke had heard Hor-
wath say at ene time that Braun bad stolen at his house.” And simi-
lar and llke tcstlmonf_;. and even this taken ex parte, without notice to
me and of course without any opportunity on mgeimrt to cross-exnmine.
Of course I did not prosecute the two I suits to final end.
What sane man would?

Then, in 1005, I am attacked In the most vicious manner for not
having continued the prosecution of said libel cases, but this attack
is agaln perpetrated by the same individual, * Hecht "—* Hajdu.
He is made fo issue a pamphlet, paid for by the Hubngarian Govern-
ment, and about which I have reason to believe the United States
consul-geaeral at Budapest made a special report,

Fray, look through the attached exhibits, and you will at once see
how futile it would have been for me to have brought legal proceed-
ings at Buda?est. $

again visited Hungary in 1899, in 1901, and in 1902. At no time
was shadowed, at no time molested, never any suggestion made of
my being a “ eriminal.”

In 1903 1 visited Austria-Hungary as an American official of the.

Bureau of Immigration, Department of Commerce and Lalor.

I am not molested ; no suggestion is made that in 1802 there was a
warrnnt of arrest {ssued against me; that I left my country under a
¢loud ; no, no, no; I am received in the most friendly spirit imaginable.

Again in 1904 1 am, in officinl capacity, in Budapest.

Then, In 1905, 1 suddenly chanﬁe into a suspicious person or char-
acter, and I must be shadowed, and my maill must be tampered with.

And they maintain this uln to the last moment, and persuade our
own Mr. Storer to believe It. These Hungarian politiclans makin
ihese charges 1 forgive; they fought me; it was a question of Pollttc:l
Iife or death to them—with brutality, true, but they fought, impelled
by the law of self-preservation.

But why our ambassador at Vienna, Mr. Storer, should have lent
himself to do their miserable work is something beyond by comprehen-
slon, unless it be that the smiles and the * friendship " of the Vienna
nobility are nearer and dearer to his heart than the sacred rights of an
American cltizen.

Mr. Sterer’s report, and I assume full res'iponsihility for what 1 say
here, is a tissue of glittering generalities of things *‘ he has been told,”
;h; !;33 heard,” “ tattle tales,”” unworthy of him and of the high office

e Noids.

Among the charges made by the Austro-ITungarian Government and
echoed by Ambassador Storer against me is this: * Braun is making,
through a Hungarian newspaper, propaganda for emigration to Canada.”

How an American diplomatic high officer could have repeated the
stupid nonsense is something you, Mr. Secretary of State, will not be
able to percelve., Why, sir, If I had been ilty of the offense would
the Hungarian Government have dillydallied for a second? Within an
hour after that Government had learned something of the sort, having
only the most remote semblance of truth, I would have been expelled
from the country, as provided by the IHungarian emigration law. Of
course I never did anything of the kind, neither directly nor indirectly,
and Ihcnn not make any denial of the accusation broad enough, earnest
enough.

Then Mr., Storer says: “ Braun had himself interviewed by news-
papers bhelonging to the opposition party, criticising the Hungarian emi-
gration law and its administration.”

T h to state here that there ls absolutely no truth in the accusa-
tion, and 1 defy anyone to prove anything to the contrary. There is
not in all of Hungary one paper belongip%.to nnrdparty that containg
‘‘an authorized interview " with me, which I * had sought” or which
I had not sought. Had I uttered one word of criticism against the
Hungarian Government in an newsdpnper at any time while in Hun-

ary in any official eapacity, I could have been promptly expelled, or,

fr the Government desired to treat me with kid gloves, a marked copy
of such newspaper, containing such indiscretion on my part, if sent to
Washington, wounld have sufficed to have secured my prompt recall.
1 did, at one time, issue one signed statement which 1 gave * haec
verba ' later on, but that can not be the basis of Mr. Storer's accusa-
tion,

* Mr. Braun failed to present himself at the proper ministry with
official eredentinls and p:ssports, but had evidently sought to obtain
notorlety as an influential personage charged with important and con-
fidential instructions. He seemed even to seek in every direction
some means of showlng himself as a person obnoxious to the Hunga-
rian Government and feared by it.”

This is from Mr. Storer.

Now, as to Mr. Storer's accusation, let me say this:

In April, 1903, Mr. Storer introduced me to Doctor von Koerber, the
prime minister of Austria. I had a fifteen minutes’ pleasant Inter-
view with Doctor von Koerber, who sent for Councilor Franz Kalten-
brum, of the ministry of the interior. WIith that gentleman 1 had a
confab of an hour and a half's duration, exclusive!]}; upon the ques-
tion of emigration, the sum and substance of which interview I
used in my report of 1003, and which was published in the Annual
Report of the United States Commissioner-General of Immigration of
that year. In February. 1905, this high official of the Austrinn Gov-
ernment came to the United States on an official mission connected with
emigration; he paid me a visit at my house, and on February 14,
1905, the same Mr. Kaltenbrum was my guest at the Hungarian dinner
tendered to the President of the United States. A few days later, about
the end of April, 1903, 1 came to Dudapest, and was introduced by
United States Consul Frank Dyer Chester to the IHungarian prime
minister, Mr. Koloman von Szell. The prime minister referred me to
Councilor Dr. Alexander Selley, of the ministry of the interior, who
is In charge of all matters relating to emigration and police. This
interview and an number of others, and documents, prints, cirenlars
which I received from him personally I also refer to, and do so pretty
fully in my report of 1903, and yet I am accused of having * failed to
present myself at the proper ministry with official credentials and

nssports,

: D{Itii not he (Mr. Storer) introduce me? Did not Mr. Chester intro-
duce me? id I not call again on the same officials in 19047 U;ion
my arrival, in Aprll, 1805, Mr. Chester gave me a ial Hungarlan
letter of Introduction, hereto attached, which I used while traveling
through the country. Why should I have gone to this high officia
every time I came to Vienna and Budapest? Was I a diplomat or
consnlar officer, or was I simply a plain Immigration inspector, an ex-
pert, sent out by his Government to observe certain things and to
report hils observations?

And yet there is the ex parte accusation of * Mr. Braun failing to
present himself at the proper ministry with official credentials.”

Shall I waste your time, honored “sir, In attempting to refute such
general charges, that I “ evidently sought to obtaln notorlety,” or I
" seemed to seek some means of having myself known as a person ob-
noxious to the Hungarian Government or feared by it

I sought notoriety? No; a thousand times no! I had become noto-
rious enough in the eyes of the Iungarian Government when m report
of 1904 had become known to the Government, and the 1utcres£fng part
of the story is that the Hungarian Government knew the contents of
my veport of 1004 long before the American public learned it. Knew
it through what sources? Who knows? DBut know it they did, as I
have full reason to assert, and from their minute, and, t6 me incompre-
bensible, knowledge of my work grew the strong feellng of antipathy
that manifested itself against me and eventually was intensified by my
specch at the Presidentlal dinner of February 14, 1904,

In my 1-egart for the year 1004 1 had set forth the truth as I saw
it, the truth as it is or then was. I put my finger on the ulcerous
sores. 1 showed how they failed to bribe me, and I showed how willing
they were to escape responsibility by simply denying statements, made
within one month, denylng them with the boldness and audacity of
professional liars. Of course I knew then they feared me, just the
same as the burglar fears the policeman, but I never did anything, said
anything, which would justify Mr. Storer of accusing me that I sought
the opportunities to show how they feared me.

I say I knew they feared me. Did not I, until then an unheard-of
individual, have the courage to unmask an Austro-Hungarian consul-
general as a cheat and help him to be convicted of erime? Did I not,
to a certain extent, break up the supererogation of the office of the
consuls-general of New York to gulde the soclal and political life of
the Hungarians in New York and force them back Into their own offi-
cial spheres?

Did not I unmask the hypocrisy of an Austro-Hungarian consul-
5r_-neral of New York, who, very prdg:erly. half-masted the consulate’s
ag on the receipt of the sad news of the assassination of his Empress
!ilucen. and who proclaimed the usual official mourning for her, and
then went to an opera bouffe and leg show performance?

Did not I unmask one of the consular secretaries as being a common
gambler, arrested in a raid in a low dive, hauled in a patrol wagon to
one of the police courts of New York City? Did not I compel the
Austro-Hungarian ambassador at Washington to admit that one of
his subordinates who was sent bﬂ him to investigate certain conditions
of Hungarian miners In West Virginia was a common forger?

Did not I have in mind my expericnce with the officials of the Gov-
ernment when I had to sue for my earnings as the press agent for the
work &)ert‘ormed in New York at the time of the millennial?

Had I forgotten my experiences with thelr administration of justice
wueu? I had brought my libel sult against ** Nemzet " and * Magyaror-
BZAZ

Of course, I' knew I was not persona grata with these people, just
as I am surelf Eersona non grata with erooked steamshlp agents, fake
bankers, and Individoals of this stamp and this elass.

Had I been the most fastidious claimant to forms of ett?uette and
propriety I conld not have complained of my reception in Hungary in
1903 or in 1004,

It was all different in 1905. Then, In 1905, my report was known in
Hungary, and I was in the eyes of these ple the “ black sheep” of
the nation, the ** foul bird who had soiled his own nest.”

Long before I had come to Budapest I was pictured as a traltor.
One of the Hungarian papers wrote: “ We prefer to shake hands with
any of our men who work in the coal mines of Pennsylvania and come
back home as good Hungarians than with any of these Americanized
Hungarians who dine the President of the United States.”

These articles and thelr English translations 1 forwarded at that
time to the Commissioner-General of Immigration at Washington, and
had Mr. Storer Pald a little attention to the newspapers of Austria-
Hungary he could have readily seen and known how * notorfous®™ I
was long before my arrival.

1 never added to this * notoriety,” nor did I ever attempt, directly
or indirectly, to add thereto by an interview, or eritlelsm, remarks
statements, or information of any sort. If I gave any * information,’
I did so—as it was my right and sworn duty to do—about our immi-
gration laws, and then only in response to requests made to me in
good faith, and I repeat it here only as to what our laws were upon
this or the other subject.

1f 1 knew anything, I knew the people of Hungary; I knew the state
of feeling of the Governimnent; I knew the very air of the land, or, at
least, of Government cireles, to be pregnant with the feeling of hatred
toward me. I knew I must be full of tact, of discretion, of eautlon,
of serene, calm, philosophy, and, above all, I knew I must be absolutely
truthful, so as not to give even the semblance of an outery against me.
And what I knew I had to be, I lived up to to the very dot on the * [.”

I might be permitted to say here that this * tact ™ and * discretion ™
and * caution ' were not unnatural to me to preserve. [ do not wish
to boast, but I wish to point out how I had made trips of more than
200,000 miles for the Bureau of Immigration; had visited England,
France, Italy, Germany, Russia, the Turkish and the Balkan provinces,
Egypt, Palestine, Cuba, Mexico, and so forth—everywhere on the same
or s?miiur mission as sent to Husgary. From nowhere ever came even
the hint of an * indiscreet conduet ™ or “ want of tact” or ‘ notorlety
seeking " or any charge whatever, although In none of the places was
welcome, becanse everywhere 1t was known that I had come to learn of
any possible transgressions against our immigration laws, and there are
such transgressors in many other countries. v

No; a thousand times no. I sought no notoriety; 1 was not boast-
ful ; I was not indiscreet; I was not guilty of want of tact.

Then came the incident of my catching, red-handed, the detective

plifering my mail,

And then came the miserable denlals, the prevarications, the lies, the
slanders.

1 dare to say it, without fear of successful contradiction, that never
yet has a more cowardly, miserable trick been played upon an American

amhassador or any ambassador of any land than has been played by

Minister Count Goluchowsky upon our Mr. Storer, when the Austrian
diplomat showed to him the warrant printed on page 10 of House Doeu-
ment No. 482, which warrant of arrest Mr, Storer says Induced him
not to insist * to obtain from the Hungarian Government an absolute
ren-act’_[on of the statement, as well as a denial of its official char-
acter.’

1 learned of the existence of this document only recently.

Never, absolutely never, had it been mentioned while I was in Buda-
pest.
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When I canﬁht the detective he at first denled that he had touched
my mail or that he had anything to do with me or my affairs; he
claimed even not to know my name.

Then he issued a statement, of which I attach a translation, of hav-
Ing watched me because he had learned that in Munich and in New
York I had been guilty of larcenies and defalcations.

The newspaper discussion about this case lasted over a week. There
was never in any of the papers a statement that I had figured at any
time in the * offieial police journal,” or that a police circular or war-
rant hed ever been Issuned against me. y

When that dectective and his chief and the Government organs
pounded me most viclously the * warrant” or “ police circular™ was
not mentioned or even hinted at.

As I sald before, and I say it here with the solemnity of an oath,’ 1
learn of it now, through Mr. Storer’s letter to Mr. Hay, dated May 23,
1905, and printed in House Document No. 482,

Mr. Storer, whom I saw the last time on May 26, 1905, never men-
tioned that warrant to me; he did not even hint at the existence of
such a charge,

According to the police record a warrant was fissued against one
Marcus Braun; it was issued December 16, 1891, and published in the
Pollee Journal February 1, 1892,

Shall I solemnly deny of being the man named and described in that
war-ant of arrest?

Ifs! I most solemnly deny it! If, indeed, there ever had been such
a warrant issned; if it was not convenient to manufacture it for the
gurpose for which it had been actually used, namely, to hoodwink Mr.

torer, and, through him, our home Government !

A warrant issued against me on December 16, 1891, and published
In the official I’olice Journal, the publication in the hands of every

lice officer in the doal monarchy, and in all head offices of all police

epartments throughout Europe, on February 1, 1802, and—just think

of it—my passport is dated April, 1892, my official military identifi-
cation booklet containing permission to leave for America, Is dated
also April, 1802, and bears the signatures of the military aunthorities
for May '_’13, 189-1, November 11, 1894, December 20, 1895, July 1, 1896,
August 19, 1806, and September 17, 1896, entered on the occasion of
my varlous visits to Hungary.

My discharge from the bonds of Magyar citizenship bears date De-
cember 6, 1807, Early in 1899 the ministry of national defense sent
me, through the New York consulate, a medal.

1 visited Budapest in 1894, and agaln, and again, and again I visited
Budapest. At one time I sued the very Government, and the Government
settled with me; at one time the chief of police favors me by giving me
a special police line permit.

Never is it clnimed, hinted at, or suggested that such a warrant had
ever been fissued; it is not brought forward as a defense when the
matter is in court; when, look and behold, it is shown by Count
Goluckowsky to Ambassador Storer, and he, believing it to be a bona
fide warrant once igsued against me, theéreupon comes to the conclusion
that my past life in Hungary was not blameless, ehanges his position,
and allows the Hungarian Government to escape liability upon the
giving of a colorless declaration, a meaningless declaration of not being
responsible for what some overofficious subordinate officer has done;
whereas there are documents in possession of the State Department
showing just the reverse of this assertion.

But, even assuming that such a notice was ever Inserted In the
Police Journal, does that mean that the person mentioned Is guilty of
crime? Has Mr. Storer not ncciuninted himself as yet with the * honest
workings "' of the Budapest police, notorious all over the world, with a
record which makes the deeds of the Tweed régime of New York look
like the acts of angels? ILet Mr. Storer make inquiries and he will find
out that for 5 florins he can get anybody's name into the Police Journal.

Now let me show you that this very avowal of not being responsible
for what a subordingte official has done is a cowardly, miserable false-
hood and subterfuge.

That not the subordinate did it—what had been done—but that he
was the authorized ﬂgent of the Government, acting under positive in-
gtructions ; that the Government of Hungary did it—did it deliberately
and did it maliciously.

“The Incident is closed,” I am Informed by the Third Assistant
Becretary of State in answer to my Inquiry, upon my return from
Europe. I am not allowed to go to Washington to present my case,
and P?Lm ordered to report for duty at Ellis Island. here by whispers
and occasional hints I learn some of the contents of the secret charges
filed against me with the State De?artmen'.‘. Among the Hungarian
residents of New York it is openly discussed how “ Braun's record was
shown up,” and * what a great diplomatic victory Austria-Hungary
has won over the United States.”” I am being ostracized, snubbed, and
the anyhow intrigueridden cfficlals and superiors of mine in some of
the principal ports of entry of the United States, some of whom main-
tain at all tlmes very close relations with Austro-Hungarian consulates,
plainly let me feel their contempt for me.

I appeal to Washington for relief and information; nothing is forth-
coming. Under the date of July 13, 1905, I ap aled to the President.
Please, Mr. Secretary of State, read the attached copy of that letter
to the Chief Magistrate of the nation, and then judge for yourself
whether the documents referring to my ease and shelved in the archives
of your Department, jealously guarded as state secrets, were really
secrets, or whether or not their contents were known to many ple,
and naturally were also made known to me through channels close to
the Austro-Hungarian consul-general of this city.

Then when the situation becomes simply unbearable, when I am
daily flooded with anonymous letters and postal cards, when the resi-
dents of the Hungarian quarter of New York get in such a pit of ex-
citement bir continuous controversies pro and contra Braun in almost
every public coffeehouse, and when these controversies eventnally cul-
minate in fistic fights and terminate in police courts, I finally decide
to resign my position, and state, as I did state to the Commissioner-
General of immigration in an interview held August 12, 1905, at Ellis
Island, that my resignation Is due to the picayune, pettifogging be-
havior of some of my colleagues and aurer!urs. which, however, is
only a contributing cause, and that the main reason is, as I stated, “1
do not think I can afford to serve any further a Government which can
not protect its officers from insults and indignities.”

But I will show still more.

1 will show, as I have heretofore indicated, that the Hungarian Gov-
ernment still is persecuting me, or at least lendlui its hand to malicious
*“ busybodies " among the Hungarians of New York. -

According to the report of our Mr. Storer, the Hungarian Govern-
ment disavowed the action of that subordinate official, gave him a
reprimand, and Mr. Storer allowed himself to be persuaded that the
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g[ungarlan Government had done all that it ought and he could justly
emand.

When I had caught Detective Kalmar tampering with my mail,
and when he had me cited before the police magistrate for having in-
sulted and having threatened him with ily harm, the position by him
taken was an absolute denlal,

He never mentioned that he had watched me; he never mentioned
having had any suspicions against me.

I, however, knew—I did not have a suspicion that my mail was being
read by the police before I received It, I knew this to be the case.
positively knew It. I reported, not a suspiclon, but the positive ac-
cusation of this being dome. 1 did so to the conspl-general at Buda-
pest, to Mr. Storer at Vienna, and to the Commissioner-General of Im-
migration at Washington, and 1 belleve there must be a report to this
effect in the archives of your Department from Consul-General Chester.

I knew, for instance, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon the contents of
my letters that reached me only at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, because
the? were read at police headquarters before 11 a, m., and I was told
of it, and the sum and substance of the letters were given to me under
the seal of secrecy by one of the officials reading them—and reading
them at the command of the chief of the bureau. This official of the
burean, who read my letters, and several others of his colleagues being
told by the chief to read my correspondence because the chief had sal
to his subordinates it was necessary to catch me red-handed in my busi-
ness of dealing in white slaves—exporting fir]s to the United States
rorl immoral purposes—that the year before I had taken out sixty-elght

rls,

Of course I sald to Mr. Storer that I can not very well give the name
of my informant, but did not the United States consul-general at Buda-
pef:l: egger to depose under oath his knowledge hereof, by him ascer-
tain

This tender of his depoa!tlon.bé‘ the consul-general of the United
States at Budapest ought to be, I think, on file in your Department.

1 believe there should be among these papers a report, or a letter
written by mg! Budapest attorney to Mr. Storer, relating what he
knows upon this subject. He and I, coming out of a theater, were
met by a high police officlal—one of the superiors of Detective Kal-
mar—who accosted me with the question, “ When are you golng to
Detta?” Now, the possibility of my going to Detta, an out-of-the-way
place, insignificant and unimportant—as if, for instance, a New Yorker
would be asked, * When are you ing to—not to Long Branch, or
Newport, or Lakewood, or Washington—but to Flushing, Long
Island ? "—was hinted at In a family letter received a few hours before,
but which letter had—the conclusion is absolutely irresistible—before
its delivery to me been read by that police official.

But to return to my story. When Kalmar, the detective, had made
his complaint, and had sald that he knew nothing of me, had nothing
to do with me, or with my mail, and that he did not even know my
name, and after I had been fined, the United States consul-general went
to Kalmar's chiefs. I had been there with Mr. Chester before the trial.
Then, and only then, came a change in their position. Then it was
admitted that I had been watched, * because it was a necessity,” and
finally even the reading of my mail was admitted, not in s0 man
words, but by the evasive answers and the claim of " whatever we did,
we had a right to do, becanse Braun was a susplelous character,” ete.

The perusal of all the doenments in the State Department ought to
show this with absolute clearness. 'The claim of the Budapest police
authorities that Detective Kalmar did not act under the?rexposlttva
orders is a most cowardly shirking of their responsibility, is a deliber-
“?mf:a]mggod' that Kal had bee imand

en ey Eay A mar ha n reprimanded f -
nﬂiclnusnessyand unauthorized action. 2 SEedile e

Let us see. Was he really reprimanded? /

The incident was officially “ closed ” in May, 1905. In the exhibits
hereto annexed there are two coples of letters written by this same
Detective Kalmar, the first dated June 16, 1905, and addressed to the
editor of a Hungarian newspaper in New York, wherein this man
Kalmar requests the editor to print in that Hungarian newspaper, pub-
lished here in New York, a long line of accusations and charges against
me—bitter, vituperative slanders—and adds that if the Hungarian
Patp?lr 1boi~ n%t V{[i;ﬁug t&ft uhllih thllltt legn:;,d liowu{:ee E?mlih“e it trans-
ated into En , An en have I n nglish ne
of the L’nitengtu tes. . * bl

The second letter is dated September 25, 1905, and Is of a similar
nature, and mentions ipubl‘hshhuz the story in the form of a pamphlet
which he, Kalmar, will send to the President.

Of course, it 1s possible to presume that these letters were written
ll._'p{ that detective, whose action was disavowed by the Government of

ungary, and who had been reilrlmsndcd (?) for it by the same Gov-
ernment, on his sole responsibility, and that the Hungarian Govern-
ment, or, at least, his superiors, knew nothing of it; but it is a pretty
violent presumption. Much more reasconable is my clalm * that the
incident is not closed,” not closed, at least, by the Hungarian Govern-
ment cireles,

Fuel is added to thls more reasonable claim of mine by a pamphlet
published and widely circulated here in New York m:u:!y other cities
by one Lajos Steiner, a copy of which I also attach herewith as an
exhibit, Of course, it is again possible that Lajos Steiner published
that pamphlet on his own responsibility. This, too, however, is a
very violent presumption.

Mr. Lajos Steiner is not that kind of a man. We know him here
in New York. We know him to be an irresponsible nondescript * agent,”
with an office in his hat, and we know his record and reputation from
all over the United States where Hungarians reside. e is one of
the ** professional patviots™ old I-Iun?a.ry unloaded on the young Re-
publie. He has, or had, the backing of the Austro-Hungarian consulate-
general of New York. [Dersonally I know nothing about it, but I
know of his rel]:ested boasts to the acting in the Braun matter, for and
in behalf of that consulate, and it is pretty well known that he has
regular or Irregular officc hours at that consulate, or where he at least
hangs out. A little over a year ago he went to Hungary with letters
of recommendation from the Austro-Hungarian embassy at Washington
and the consulate-general of this city, which letters he (Steiner) freel'\;
showed prior to his departure, and in which letters he was mentioned
as being the proper man for the organization of that * famous” Hun-
garian National Bank in America, which bank is destined, aceording
to the views of Hungarian Government cficials, to quadruple the flow
of dollars from Hungarian immigrants In the United States to the
e e of tth Eilr ﬁﬁé’l“-itﬁi hich I h instituted

n a crimina sult whiec ave Ins against Steln
1s being defended by the former law partner of Igna%?us Welmegt dtcl:
ceased, who, when In the land of the living, was the attorney of the
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Austro-Hungarian consulate-general of New York, and who, as yon may
gee from the annexed exhibits, was the man who concocted and manu-
factured in the office of that very consulate evidence against me, and
which was used In the two libel suits instituted nst two Budapest
newspapers in 1800. Weltner was the man who, in » 1809, made the
same libelous charges as the Hungarian Government and the Budapest
guliz:e did against me to President Hoosevelt, the then governor of this
Htate, and who did dismiss them as base slanders.

Of course, the fact that Weltner's law partner defends now Steiner
may also be only a mere coimcidence, but how kind must have been
Divine Providence to my accusers to bring these happy chances about.

Pray permit me once more to return to the charges made against me,
that articles appeared In Hungarian newspapers, ** apparently on my au-
thority,” or that 1 had inspired certain newspaper stories this emi-
gration matter. The Hungarian Government produces no evidence to
substantiate this charge, and I solemnly state under the sanctity of my
oath that it Is untrue. I am no more responsible for those newspaper
articles than I am for the tide that ebbs and flows.

I saw some of these articles after they had been in prirn‘.ll and, pray,
what conld I do? Protest ngalnst the use of my name If I fou my
name of them? Of course I could not do it. *“ The other side " woul
have greeted that as the very chance by them sought—l1. e., to engnge
in a discussion, a controversy, a newspaper fight. Take that article
mentioned in Mr. Storer’s report, on pagIa 11 of House Document No.

482—the article in the Magyarorszag. knew as little of its publi-
cation, despite Mr. Storer’s gratuitous assertion of that article being
Braun,” as did Mr.

*“ published by the ap%rent authority of Mr.
Storer, and surely he ew nothing of it. If 1 wanted to have an
article published or wanted to suggest the publication of one, 1 would
not go to that newspaper—Magyarorszag, 1 could not to that
newspaper. This was the very newspaper which I sued for libel in
1806, and in which libel suit the * evidence™ spoken of was collected
by that publication, and was then being hurled at me by Detective
kalmara and his superiors.

in and again 1 deny that I ever had any interviews, that I ever
talked for pubﬁmﬁon with any mewspaper man. True, I was besleged
by them day after day, but I resisted their importuning, persuvasion,
promise, prayer; I kept aloof from them. If I ever did receive any
newapnlﬁr man, it was only at a time while I had somebody whom 1

could absolutely trust with me,

AMr. Storer, in his letter of May 27 to Mr. Hay, reports that the
minister of foreign affairs, Count Goluchowsky, had told him that he
had definite complaint laid before him by the Hungarian Government

that Mr. Braun was either in the employ of or was intimately connected
with a well-known Jewish emigration house in Bremen—Mesiar & Co.

That the Hungarian Government had the J)l:lysicnl ability to make
such a complaint is possible, but that it had any direct or indirect,
distimet or &Jnt, close or remote, just or seemingly just, true or seem-
ingly true, probable or ble grounds for making this accusation, or
evidence on which to make it, is as atrocious a siander as if it had said
that he (Mr. Storer) is the " company " of that firm.

1 think the * Meslar & Co.” In Mr, Storer's letter is identical with
the firm of Missler & Co., and how * intimately connected” 1 was with
that firm is visible from my rts on file in the Department of Com-
merce and Labor, published with the annual report of the Commissioner-
General of Immlﬁmtlon. and also published in House Document No.
384, brought forth by resolution of Congress adopted January 6, 1906.
1f these reports of mine do not refute and repel this smly charge, then
my most solemn oath can not do it. By the way, it is, en passant,
worth while to state that the firm named is not a Jewish em! tion
house; the members thereof are coreligionists of Count Goluchowsky
and of Count Tisza, and are not coreligionists of mine.

One thing more. You, sir, might reply to me: “1 can not hear an
appeal from any decision of my famous predecessor in office.” Your
predecessor in office has had just time and strength enough to affix his
signature to what his subordinate, Mr. Loomis, had reported to_him, a
synopsis of what he had found in the letters of Mr. Btorer. Nelther
Mr. lHay nor Mr. Loomis had, however, the facts before them as you
have them now. 'This is not an appeni from the decision of the late
Secretary Hay. This is a case submitted to you, not *on newly dis-
covered evidence,” but om statements of fact never ;i;esenwd to the
late lamented Mr. Hay nor ever brought to your attention.

Sir, the closing days of the last and the opening days of this centn

had their Dreyfus case with its famons secret dossler. Well, than
God. the Republie, which never knew kingeraft or priesteraft, has no
need of secret dossiers. Our nation, as a nation, worships that hollest

of irinities, law, labor, and liberty, and the foundation stones on
which it is built arve justice and equality.

Justice and equality to all, even to the Jew. For there is Count
Goluchowsky's sorest wound, * that he was a Jew, and that T might
know the friction inevitably to be anticipated on that account,” reports

r. Storer.

M‘.L'os: Iﬂam a Jew. Mr. Storer might have replied to Count Golu-
chowsky : “ No; we in the United States m;g:t not have known of any
friction arising reason of one of our clals being a Jew. Why
shonld friction arise from that?”

AMr. Storer seemed to concede the point, and thereby missed a chance
to give to a proud empire-kingdom a lesson in religious tolerance which
might have had a blissful influence on all humanity.

But that is neither here nor there. 1 am a Jew, but I am an Amer}-
can citizen of my own free will and cholce.

In the name of the elementary laws of our land I demand at your
hands my vindication or my condemnation. r .

The immortal soul of your immediate d)redecessor will approvingly
and contentedly look down on your brave deed of reexamining the case,
to which he could give, If at all, but a gass attention.

In spite of my burning desire to be brief, 1 see my “ brief* to have
grown to unusual length.. I have, however, no apology to offer, except
to point out to you the supreme importance of the Issues involved.
me naught beneath the sky is of more importance than my good name.

YWhen the statesman warrior at the helm of our ship of state honored
me with an appointment, 1 felt the responsibility. I enthusiastically
undertook to prove to my Ameriean home, to my superiors, from the
Commissioner-General of Immigration np to the President of the Re-
puble, and, still higher up, to the people of the TUnlited States, that the
naturalized citizen of Hungarian birth is with all his heart and soul,
with every throb of his blood and evc.;x?' thought of his brain, a food
American, guided by the highest sense of honor and duty, worthy of the
confidence of his fellow-Americans.

1 implore you to set me right before the Amerlcan people; I beg of
you to study the annexed exhibits, and I respectfully request, as an
‘American citizen, that yon.put a stop to the interference of foreign
government offictals with their former countrymen in this country.

APRIL 11,
Kindly consider that for ten long years I have been and am heing
hounded. Why? For what reasons? Just because I am an American,

and because do not believe in the * modern” doctrine of certain
foreign governments to always remaln loyal to the country of my
nativity, even at the expense of my Americanism, I implore you to
take into consideration that, after all, as a citizen it Is my sacred
right to demand from your Department protection agalnst the inter-
ference of foreign governments with my constitutional rights and not
be com{)el!ed to waste my time and money—until now over £6,000—
to fight for my unjustly attacked honor, to defend myself against
mean, contemptible, and underhanded conspiracies and slanders.

But above all you have to set me right before the American people.

This “me™ is not only the person of Mareus Braun, it is the prin-
ciple which he represents; faith and confidence In the patriotism of
the naturalized citizen, and in his gratitude to the nation which re-
celved him, elevated him to the proud position of belng its eitizen, and
which nation had honored him with an appointment to an office of
trust and honor.

I submit my appeal to you, sir, with full confidence in your high
sense of justice.

Yours, mest respectfully,
Mancrs BraUN,
8 Becond avenue, New York City.

APPENDIX.
Copies of translations of documents and correspondence marked as Ex-
- hibits No. I to No. £3. Copy of letter to Commissioner-General of
Immigration, dated June 13, 1905. Copy of letter to the President of
the United States, dated July 13, 1905,
Exnrmrr No. 1.
[Duplicate.] :
(C:Jver)_smmped: bearing rubber seal of J. & IR. consulate-general
of New York. In lead pencil: 48437. Honvéd identification beok.

Mark Braun, honvéd. Hungarian Royal First Honvéd Infantry Regi-
ment, Budapest. 1In ink: 6703 7/95. T06050.

First page: Within the book. Ionvéd fdentification book. Marcus
Braun, honvéd. Hungarian Royal First Honvéd Infantry Regiment,
Budapest. Annual of musterin :

: 1887. DPage of vital statistics: 170.
Station where mustered In: Budapest, " % £

Second page: Printed Instructlons.
Third page: Rank: Honved. Name: Marcus Braun. Army corps:
Hungarian Hoyal First Honved Infantry Regiment, Buda . Annual

pest
1887. Page of Vital Statistics, 179.
udapest. Status of municipality ; Capital;

ry.

"lace of birth: Melykut; county, D. Bodrogh;
Vocation : Journeyman tinsmith. Special signs of recog-
nition : Partially knock-kneed ; s languages, Hungarian and Ger-
man ; bodily height: 1,600.

Fifth page: Was mustered in April 1, 1887, seccording to usual
routine, and was enrolled to the First Honved Infantry Hegiment. = Ac-
tual service of two years and ten years reserve. Was placed In reserve
December 31, 1589,

Bixth page: Medals of bravery (memorial) or other distinctions:

of mustering, second company :
Residence : Municipality,
county, Pest; land, Hun,
Fourth page: Birth:
year, 18635.

Budapest, May 20, 18904. By order of the commander of the First
Honvéd Inrang'r Regiment * Kieg, par.”
Beventh page:

Additions to the egersonal notes, the services done,
and the changes of residence. Joined the regiment for Instructions of
recruits October 6, 1887. Was furloughed November 30, 1887. Joined
regiment for service Angust 22, 1888 ; was furloughed October 24, 1858 ;
Jjoined service July 9, 1589 ; was furloughed May 2, 1800,

In conformity with a proscrl']:mon, 0. 6790, dated Sth of October,
of rfl:zeh couﬂg;and?;gl de :}rtmen ?}' ithemli‘lrf; Hooved Infantry Regi-
ment has n_ a v rom participat the military maneuvers
of thls year. XII/11, 894. I-‘fi?inn.m = X

Eighth page: Tubber stamp n chltaI letters: * Has reported for
_Irﬁalneng‘a mldence. Municipality the capital of Budapest. 1804,
b. - n.

Ninth page: In conformity of a decree dated December 13, 1805, No.
14302, o?a the district: * Inasmuch as he is at present permanently
residing in North Amerlca, New York, he is upon his petition, and in
conformity of Part II, section 35, point C, of the Honved regulations,
freed from pm-tlctiﬁatl.ug at the maneuvers of the year of 1895, and also
froin appearing this same year at the counterguard reviews."” Buoda-
geat. rst Honved Infantry Hegiment Comm'd. Bzlavy, Col. Lieut.,

egiment Commander.

Tenth page: Heported back to New York at the military subdepart-
ment of cag}ml city, Budapest, Municipality. July 1, 1896. Ka-
lle. No. 319 AL B. rted for residence in New York, the I. & R.

onsulate-General, New York, August 19, 1896, the I, & R. Consul, and
“ Gerent " Dessewfy. BSeal of the consulate. 1

Eleventh page: Inasmuch as he Is permanently residing In North
America, in New York, he is, in response to his eéaetltlron in accordance
with Part IT, section 35, point C, of the Honved regulations, relleve
from particlpating at the military maneuvers of the year 1896 an
also from partleipating at the counterguard reviews, udapest, Sep-
tember 17, 18906. Seal of the commandant of the First Honved Infan-

try Regiment. Hartman, Colonel.
ExmaisiT No. 2.
[No. 57. 1896. The chief captaincy of the State police department of

the royal Hungarian capital city of Budapest.]
TEMFORARY POLICE TERMIT.

Mr. Marcus Braun, collaborator of the newﬁpa?er the New York
World, I herewith empower during the duration of the exposition to
enter within the police lines at the public festivities by the police
drawn and to remain within such lines.

It is compulsory to appear at these festivals in black dress.

This permit is not transferable and remains in force from to-day
until October 31, 18006,

Budapest, April 28, 1896.

[Seal of the State police department.] RUDNRAY,
Chief of Captainey.

ExHiprt No. 3.
INVITATION.

To the gala performance, given on the occasion of the solemn cele-
bration of the festival of the one thousandth year of the existence of
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the Magyar State; at the Royal Hungarian Opera House, 1806, May 2;
Saturday evening at 7.30.

Marcns Braun (World).

The invitation serves as ticket of admission, which is mnot trans-
ferable; if not availed of, please to return as soon as possible to the
ro.yal commissioner of the Royal Hungarian Opera.

The ladies appear in evening dress; the gentlemen in national gala
costkmlne or gala uniform, respectively, in swallow-tail coats and white
neckties.

ExuisiT No. 4.

I. AND R. AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN CONSULATE-GENERAL,
y New York, March 20, 1896,
With entire willingness do I declare that I know Mr. Marcus Braun,
who is the part owner and the editor of the Hungarian American, a
monthly magazine serving the interests of the Magyars in America,
and is also collaborator on divers influentinl daily newspapers, as an
active reliable man, who possesses all the gualities which are needed
for the support of the Interests of the local Hungarian colony.
For these reasons I gladly recommend him to everyone.
BaroN JoHN LEONHARDI,
Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungaerian Consul.

ExHisiTr No. b.
No. 37221, 1897.]
OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE,

The municipality of the royal capital city herewith officially ecertl-
fles that Marcus Braun, at present a resident of New York, journey-
man tinsmith, {8 not in arrears In Budapest with no state nor any
municipal taxes, nor of any military service, absolution fees, where-
fore there is no hindrance for any of these reasons of he being re-
leased from his obligations to the Magyar State.

Budapest, December 6, 1897.

Yiova, Vice-Mayor.

Exnrsir No. 6.

IMPERIAL AND ROYAL AUSTRIAN-
HUNGARIAN CONSULATE-GENERAL,
New York, December 1, 1896,

On the part of this imperial and royal consulate-general, it is, at
the request of Mr. Mareus Braun, herewith aflirmed that there is noth-
ing derogatory at this office pending against him.

A certain affair that during the last summer had been brought for-
ward against him, has been cleared up in a satisfactory manner.

The imperial and royal consul-general,

No. 4302.] °

F. STOCKINGER.
[Seal of the consulate.]

Exmrmeir No. T.

Translations of three letters from the Millennial national committee at
Budapest,

[Letter No. 1.]

No. 1164.] Millennial National Exposition, 1806, office of the exposi-
tion director.
Hon. MarcUS BRAUN, .
103 First avenue, New York:

We take great pleasure to inclose herewith for your kind Information
and subsequent use, printed proofs of all our cuts we had made up to
date, with the sincere request to make the best use of the same.

Thanking you for the interest which you have shown, and soliciting
also for the future, I beg to remalin,

Respectfully, SCHMIDT.
Ministerial Councilor and Director of the Ezposition.

BUDAPEST, January 13, 1896,
[Letter No. 2.]

MILENNIAL NATIONAL EXPosiTioN, 1896,
OFFICE OF THE EXPoSITION DIRECTOR,
udapest, January 13, 1896,

No. 11646.]

Hon. MArcrs BRAUN,
First Avenue, New York:

Inclosed we take pleasure to send you herewith the latest little
booklet for the purpose that you might kindly use it either in lectures
or for newspaper items. We think that it would help considerably
the canse of our Milennial Exposition if you would work out the
material contained in this booklet and see to it that it should i;et
the widest possible circulation in order that the public’s attention
may be properly drawn to our country and our exposition.

For your patriotic hard work we express our most sincere thanks,
and we hope that we shall greet you here on the occaslon of the open-
ing of the exposition.

I remain, most res
Ministeria

ctfully, ScrMmipT,
Councilor and Director of the Exposition.

[Letter No. 3.]

MILLENNIAL NATIONAL EXPosiTiON, 1906,
OFFICE OF THE EXPosITioN IDIRECTOR,
Budapest, March 12, 1896,

No. 14700.]

Hon. Marcrs Brauxw,
Editor and Publisher of the Hungarian American,
1441 Broadway, New York:

Acknowledging {our favor of the 14th of last month, I wish to thank
on for your multilateral literary activity, brought forth so unself-
shly in the interests of the National Millennial Exposition. Under this
cover 1 forward to you the autograph that you desire to have for your
great millennial issue, and beg to advise you that in our sphere of ac-
tivity we will do all that is possible to make those invited to contribute
to comply with your commendable request, and also, in an official way,
we Bhﬂ.ﬁ propagate the enterprise you are planning.

Respectfully,

ScHMIDT,
Ministerial Councilor and Director of the Erxposition,

Exaisir No. 8.
Translations of letters of two cabinet officers of Hungary.
[Letter No. 1.1
To the honorable editor of the
Hungarian American, New York:

His excellency the m{:l Hungarian minister of national defense re-
ceived your letter, and reply thereto instructed me to send you the
herewith inclosed photogﬂ:g;:t of his for kind use.

With distinguished regards.

Yours respectfully,

BUDAPEST, February 28, 1896.

(This letter is from the then minister of national defense and the
present premier of Hungary, Baron Fejervary).

[Letter No. 2.]

VeErY Mucr HoxorEp Me. Epitor: Under instruction of His Ex-
cellency Alexander KErdely, minister of justice, I have pleasure to re-
ply to your favor of February 12, and to inclose herewith his photo-

ANDOR TALLIAN.

graph.

S‘lmultaneousl I give herewith, In a few lines, his blography.

Alexander Erdely, born 1839, became after he was admitted to the
bar a clerk of the county of Pest; was later advanced to deputy county
clerk and later on as chief clerk of the county. On July 19, 1870, he
became clerk of the superlor court, and in 15871 he was permitted to
be judge of the royal civil court of Pest. He became supreme court
i}udge n 1875, and in 1886 was called to the highest tribunal of the
and as a Judge. He was transferred in 1891 as president of the
ro;‘nl court at Gyor.

The that time minister of justice, Desidarin Szilagyl, recognized
his manifold abilities, appoin him as state secretary o his ministry
on August 8, 1892

After the withdrawal of the Wekerle Cabinet on January 135, 1895,
the King appointed him minister of justice.

During the time that he was state secretary of the ministry of
justice, he was a true collaborator of the Minister Szilagyl, and labored
unccasing]ﬁ for the Hungarian legal reforms.

During his tenure of office of minister of justice, the most Important
law that was enacted is the obligatory civil-marriage law and the
changes In the inheritance law.

He also drafted a new criminal and elvil procedure, which will be
brought before the House of Parliament at one of its next sessions.
He set for himself a very lasting monument by bringing about the
appointment of the commission to codify the Hungarian privy rights.

n exgresalng his excellency’'s most sincere thanks for ?'our kind-
ness, and acknowledging the receipt of your beautiful magazine, I have
the honor to remain,

Your obedlent servant,

BUDAPEST, March 29, 1896.

GYULANYI Lagos,
Councilor of the Minister of Justice.

ExnumiT No. 9.
Three tickets connected with the millennial festivitics.
[First.]

The Millennial National Exposition of 1898, which 1s arranged under
the protectorate of His Imperial Royal Apostolic Majesty Francis
Joseph the First, invites to the festlve opening of May 2, 11 a. m.,
Mr. Marcus Braun. Seat on Press Tribune No. 5.

Signed on behalf of the royal Hungarian minister of commerce, as
the president of the Natlonal Millennial Exposition.

ScHMIDT,
Ministerial Counciloy and Director of the Exrposition.
[ Second.]
No. 201.] MILLENNIAL NATIONAL EXPOSITION COMMISSARY.

From May 3, 1896, to June 30, 1896, for Mr. Marcus Braun, the New
VRl Dermannt Hoxet for the TIt of the territory of
alid permanent ticket for the visit of the ory of the Millennial
Natlonal Exposition of 1896. 14
Must be shown when requested.
BuparesT, April 27, 1896. -
CHMIDT, Director.,
[Third.]
No. 1596.] ROYAL HUNGARIAN STATE RAILWAYS. 1806—First class,
Mr. Marcus Braua, representative of the New York World,
LupvicH, General Director,

Exuisrr No. 10,
-[Translated from the Hungarian language.]
HUNGARIAN RELIEF ASSOCIATION OF MUNCHEN,

Munich, May 20, 1906,
Mr. MiRCUS BRAUN, New York. A

DeAr MR. BRAUN : In reply to your letter we are glad to comply with

Eour request, especially for the reason becaunse we have together worked

ard in 1890 for the prosperity of our association and because we have
kept you in friendly remembrance ever since. Should fate guide you
once more among us, we shall be glad to renew our friendship, not only
the eight of us, who know you since 1880, but all of onr members, who
know your merits by the resolution of thanks embodied in the minutes
of our proceedings in 1890; we should be all glad to count you among
our members.

It is but natural that we should gladly comply with your request, and
we state with pleasure that we count you among our good and pleas-
antly remembered members, that to our knowledge yon owe nothing to
either the relief association or to any individual member thereof. To
this we will always cheerfully and in any form testify, and we only
hope that you will neither in the present nor In the future be in need of
such testimonial, since it is we who are your debtors on account of your
merits in behalf of our assoclation.

We close this letter, written in the name of the Hungarian Relief
Association of Munich, hoping that IE\;cnu will honor us with a visit
whenever you should happen to pass this way. With patriotic regards,

[SBAL.] DESIDERIUS ZOCHOR, President.

BELA Nap, Secretary.

For the purpose of Identification of the above signatures of Mr.
Desiderius Zochor, president of the Hungarian Rellef Assoclation, and
Mr, Albert Nad, secretary, who are personally known to me.

Munich, May 21, 1896.

For the imperial and royal Austro-Hungarian consul,

[SEAL.]

MILTER.
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Exaisir No. 11.
SUNDAY, November I7, 1806.
Marcus Bravy, B

Nagy Korona E‘};ec:, No. §, II Floor, 23.
Dear BRAuN: I made an engagement to take you to M. Daniel, min-
ister ng!rst}:{:)nmerce, at 4 o'clock to-morrow afternocn. So be at consu-
ate at 3.30.

Yours, truly, E. P, T. HAMMOND.

Bxmipir No. 12,
[ Decision.]
Marcus Braunn, private complainant, against Vietor Halasl.
Libel action No. T6262/B. 96, and entered regularly. There is to be
held concerning the accusations contained In the complaint, on Feb-
ruary 11, 1807, at 8 o’clock p. m., a public jury session. For this pur-
there is delivered with this decision to the parties of this action
a list of the jurors summoned to act.
Tbt:el élbel vision of the royal criminal court. Budapest, 1897, Jan-
uary 16.
TZITVAY,
Presiding Judge.
Dr., DULMAR,
Becretary.
[On outer fly leaf:] No. 76949. No. 189. Report of a public ses-
glon to be held In the libel snit of Marcus Braun, private complainant,
against Victor Halasi, for the purpose of drawing the jurors.
Dr. DESIDERIAS OLAR,
Attarney, V Dorottya Street, 6.

[Beal of the court.]

ExHIBIT No. 13.
[91908. No. crim. 1897.]

In the name of His Majesty the King, the royal criminal court of
DBudapest, as a trial eourt in [ibel matters, has, on the day date below
written and in the matter of the libel suit brought by Marcus Braun, as
Bri\rum complainant and represented by Dr. Deslderius Olah, attorney,

ndapest, against Victor Halasi re]g“resented by Willlam Varsonyl, at-
torney, Budapest, brought the follow 2

DECISION.

The royal press djurldlcal court herewith discontinues, based npon sec-
tions 268, 110, and 116 of the eriminal code, the eriminal libel suit pre-
sented by Marcus Braum, private complninantb under No. T6262/96, in
which complaint of his he, based on section 258 of the criminal code
relating to slander and of section 261 relating to defamation of char-
acter, had sued for redress; and of this decision he and the attorney
for the defense, Victor Halasi, are forthwith to be notified.

ASBIGNMENT OF EEASONS.

In the daily newapa&)er Ma uroma%‘dated 1896, "July 4, No. 183
there was contained under the heading * Dally news" a notice, desiguateqi
“ Marcus Braun,” the contents of which, it was complained, were ac-
cording to section 258 of the criminal code libelons, and according to
section 261 defamatory, and for which a private complaint was lodged
on November 28, 1806, nnder No. 76263,/00, against Victor Halasl, and
to which complaint on November 6, 1897, under No. T4643/97 of the
criminal court records, and to the private complainant dellvered on
November, 1807, a decision calling u]i)o him to present the judicial
bill of complaint and his interrogatories, what to do however he had
falled. Therefore, acording to a proscription of the ministry of justice
dated 1867, October 1, and No. 733, subdivision §, the complaint must
be considered to have f)een withdrawn and the turtiler proceeding herein
is, according to sections 110 and 116, ended.

Budapest, the rogul eriminal court sitting as a trial court in matters
of libel, December 81, 189

[Seal of the court.]

F. ZSITVAY,
Press Matters, President.
RoxNar EMiIL, Secretary.
To DesipERIUS OLAH, Attorney.

ExaIisir No. 14.

[On fly leaf, front:] Rubber stamp: Royal Hungarian ecriminal
court, entered 15808, March 18. No. 21847,

To the honorable royal eriminal eourt, Budapest. Petitions of Mar-
cus Braun, in his matter agninst Victor Halasi, for the delivery to him
of coples of the minutes of the testimony of witnesses taken. 91968/97
ptby. Rubber stamp indor t: Dr. Desiderius Olah, lawyer, Buda-

L.
l')es('.[‘l:ua petition within:] Honorable royal court: Having need of the
minutes of the testimony taken in the libel suit by me agalnst Vietor
Halasl, desiring to produce them in America, I make through my attor-
ney, heretofore already duly idemtified, the reguest that thelr coples
might be delivered to him. espectfully, Marcus Braun.

On fly leaf, rear:] Decision. 2187, crim,, 1898, The petition of
Marcus Braun, private complainant against Victor Halasi, libel suit,
before the Roy. Press matters court, for the delivery to him of the
coples of the minutes of testimony taken, is herewith m{eeted. Because
the testimony taken in the course of the examination is under the de-
cigion of the court and in the course of the trial and for its purposes
at the disposition of the partles of the sult, but thls action has not
been submitted for final judgment, and the proceedings hu\-mgk been
discontinned, and the demand for the copy of the testimony taken is
made without any reasons being assigned, and therefore can not be

inted.

Imllul:mpmmt. March 26, 1898. Tress matter session.

[Seal of the royal crim. court, Budapest.] ZsITvay,

Present Justice, Press Matter Justice,
N. Zuxaxp, Secrctary.

To DESIDERIUS Oram, Attorney, Budapest.

ExaIBIT No. 15.
[Translation.]

Brann—Nemzet. B53756/06. Libel suit of Marcus Braun against
Nemszet. Verbal pro in Decision recelved 96°/X Mr. Fischer

ceeding.
{ordering _an In‘:'est!gatlon). Decision. 62957/96. Gapérl pames
Alezander Hecht as the writer of the article,
Minutes of examination: Alexander Hecht acknowled to be the
author of the article. Demands that the doings of B. Ameriea be

examined through the consulate. He has been Informed that at this
time B. is under criminal charges and that the Hungarian Soclety has
expelled him for be1n§ gullty of blackmail. e desires to prove that B.
has absconded from Munich with the proceeds of an entertainment of
the *“ Ungar Verein,” and that he has misappropriated moneys of
Banker Policzer.

,Continned 20/IIT 97. Demands the examination of Dr. Gerster for

8 exclusion from the New York Hungarian Society on account of
lareeny ; the furrier, Géza Horvath, from whom he had stolen fur guods
and a gold watch and chain; Julius Firemann, a reporter and the
draftsman of the World, to prove that B had claimed here to be the
representative of the W.; Charles Takfcs, from whom he attempted to
borrow ten dollars, and because he did not get it he attacked him In
divers blackmailing newspapers; I’eter Vay, an Inhabitant of N. Y.,
whom he wrote up because he could not iet from him two dollars;
Ignatius Weltner, whether it be true that he, B, bad stolen 70 mark
from the society In Munich, or from the president, Mr. Zochor, a gold
watch, and how he ran away from there, or the original of the leiter
containing these facts; demands further the exam. of Philip Freund,
Fr. Bossfuyl, and Stephen Dob6, why had he been excluded from the
Hung. Soclety ; Max Schwartz, banker, about the larceny of 70 mark and
a gold wateh; Louis Ujzab, to whom B went with the complaint that
the members of the Hung. SBoc. had torn down the picture of the King
of Hungary; Anton Palllcock, the former chief comm'r of Austria at
the Chicago Fair, how B had been committing divers blackmailing opera-
tions; Stephen Dob6, about his report to Baron Febérvi (ﬁmrter
from army) ; demands the exam. of Herman BOhm, what deceits and
cheats B had practiced at the Chlecago Fair, and for this same purpose
demands the examination of Ettiene von Scanavi.

Examination of witnesses, taken 25/11,'07. The witness Zochor,
watchmaker, to the merits. The Hunglarlan Boeiety had arranged in
October 89 or '90 a Vintage festival. do not know any more where
the necessary printing matter had been printed, they did cost about
60 marks, although an agent of the printer’'s office, a certain Levinger,
had said the money Is presented to us. A few days later, nevertheless,
there came to us from the printing office a bill for T0 mark for these
printed matters. We left back In the hands of Mr. Braun 70 marks to

ay this printing bill. All at once I heard Mr, Braun not to be any
onger in Munich, and not very long after the society received from
the printer another bill; this one, however, we did not pay. Early In
96 or the last of '95 I received from Braun from America the 70 mark
and a letter, later another emall sum which he owed me.: Who is the
Politzer named in the requisitions of the Sth of this month or where he
resides Is unknown to me.

Taking of testimony 13/1II, '07. The witness Politzer. Neither I
nor any of my two brothers living here are Lankers, we do not know
M. B. nor do we know who the banker Polizer might be. About 17
years ago 1 knew here a lottery agent B., but he did not injure me or
my brothers.

The examining judge sets aside the declsion to gather proofs as to the
charge of military desertion, because they are not connected with the
pending matter. b

The response of the consulate at Zurich: Mr, B. Is, from the time of
my officlal work at Chicago, as a man of bad repute in my memory, who
attempted to use his P-ositlon as a journalist to levy blackmail, but I
know mnothing personally nor any details, Inasmuch as all these infor-
mations were received by me mostly from Mr. Ettiene von Scanavi.

Lgtlmtes taken at the I. and R. consulate-general at New York

{ " 1

1. Geza Horvath: He resided in my house, but never committed any
crime., There was no larceny committed at my house.

2. Dr. Bossanyi: To my knowledge, . B. was expelled from the
Hung. Soclety for the reason because the response of the Munich l_lmuf.
Soclety, in response to the inquiry of the N. X. Soci as to B.'s indl-
viduality, had not been favorable to him. He, the witness, has heard
from others that B. had misused his itlon as a journalist and has
squeezed money out of people, as from Mr. Carl Poringer.

3. Weltner (Ignatius): The facts stated in the questioning state-
ments of the examining magistracy at Budapest are true in full.
attaches the leiter of the Munich Boclety and the minutes of the New
York Hung. SBociety. (Bee below the translation of these extir. of the
minutes.) At that time he, witness, was the president of the society.
B. attacked the society, without any cause, In the German J;af)ers of
New York and the police newspapers of Budapest. B} ghowed, in Oct.,
06, the letter of the president of the Munich Society, which he refers
to as his vindication, but in that letter the fact of miuﬁpmprintion and
of theft are not rebutted. I wish to state that Horvath has told me in

resence of many people that B. had stolen from him fur goods and
rom his wife a_wateh and chain, and that the fur goods were found
})y Ilon;iath in B.’s possession, who admitted the theft and made the
088 good.

I. (Translation of the Munich letter.) MAunich, 96, 23/1TL. M. B.,
journeyman tinsmith, formerly member, ran away with T0 marks. Re-
gldes this he has caused losses to others; from me he took a watch
which he forgot to return; there are such who have been Injured by him
to 100 marks even. From here he went to Paris, whence similar news
came, ete., ete.  Deslderiouns Zochor, Pres.

II. The minutes contained in the letter of the examining magistrate,
and which is the basis of the article in the Nemzet, and which has been
gent to me is a true copy of those minutes.

SBTocKINGER, Consul-Gen'l

Ste?]han Dob6, member of the Hung. Soclety, testifled :
B. has been excluded from the Hung. Boclety by resson of the In-
formation received from Munich and other places, becaise his charncter
did not respond to the requirements of the statutes and laws; further-
more B. had attacked in German blackmailing l]e;unw,ls the patriotle
efforts and aims of the society, and had abused the members of the
society and the participants at the soclety’'s festivals and ridiculed the
program simg:ly pecause he did not recéive the advertisements, and the
society, not to aid such as he, would not give it to him. Ile had heard
from Furrier Horvath, in the presence of John Marko and Samuel Weiss,
that B. had stolen his H.'s fur coat and watch, and Horvath declared
of being amazed that B. leads a leading role nmong the Hungarians of
New York; when witness 1. demanded from Horvath a written state-
ment of B.'s doings, II. refrsed, stating that he has been settled with
fully and that B. even helped him when he was out of work.

ay Peter: The matter does not stand entirely thus. I stood in
ﬂ)od relationship with B. untll T had a disagreeable private affair which

published in a. garbled form in a local paper. Before guhllahlng
this story B. had ealled repeatedly at my honse, but did not find me.
After the publication I held B. responsible and B. responded, “ 1 was
repeatedly at your house to see you; I could not find you; you did not
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pay, and I reported the ease.,” When I told this story In a soclety it
cansed no astonishment. 1 was told he had done this to others, and I
was told that he had robbed Horvath.

Marcus Schnitzer knows of the larceny of B. only so much that at
one time the president of the Hung. Society had shown him a letter
from the pres. of the Munich, Hung. Society wherein B. had been
charged with larceny and misappropriation.

Dir. Arpfid Gerster, the honorary pres. of the Hung. Soclety, had never
any knowledge of the matters a can give mo information whatever
concerning it.

Minutes taken 99 15/IV at the Hungarian BSociety meeting: BEd
Wurmfold ealls the attention of the society to the fact that B. attacks

ailie Food name of the soclety and demands his expulsion.

Minutes taken at same place 22/IV 96. Inasmuch Bertalan Nagy.
E. W. and Simon Steindler positively know that B. is bent to injure our
soclety and has libeled the soclety In German and Hungarian news-
papers, he has been expelled by a vote of seven majority. Braun-Mag-
yarorsziig. Libel suit of M. HB. against Mogyss and Holld.

Minutes 6/XI 96. Vietor Halaszi is the author of the article. The
Information published was taken from the Nemszet. Assumes re-
igons!hllity only as a copylst or reporter. Does not know B. and

crefore could not have charged him with the matter. Ladiszlaus
Inczedi, ass't editor, has called his attention to the article. The
manuscript of the article he recognized as his handwriting.

Decision upon complaint 12/11 97, was amicably compro

Examerr No. 16.
AN UNVEILED GOVERNMENT COMMISSION.

The ?ress bureaun of the police department publishes the following as
the declaration of Detective Hugo Kalmar :

The notices In some of the daily newspapers concerning myself,
namely, to have opened the letters of Marcus Braun and have fol owed
him on his voyage to Vienna, are slanderous from beginning to end.
It Is true that I, who have resided in the Hotel Hungaria since many
a year, know Marcus DBraun, who arrived in the month of April with
one Edward Lofller—a man who has been sought for by the police for
fraundulent bankruptey—and who has taken apartments at the hotel
hereinbefore mentioned ; know him as a dangerous swindler, who mis-
used his acquaintances In America and his connectlons to blackmail
them, and who is living there by swindle and fraud. I began to interest
m, sc!f. therefore, in Braun, and In accordance with my duty I followed
with interest his life here, the grounds of his being here, and watched
his connections in this ecity, which, 1 admit, might have been to him,
who has reasons to cover up his deeds before the police authorities, dis-
agreeable, and must have imbued him to spread Iiwlng reports. As to
the Individual and as to the questions as to who Marcus Braun is, let
there be reprinted here a letter of the Hungarian Ald Soclety of
Munliech, dated March 23, 1800, in response to a letter of the presidency
cﬁf the New York Hungarian Society, making inguiries about Marcus

raun :

Dear CoMPATRIOTS : In response to your respected lines of the 11th
instant I have the pleasure to inform you that Marcus Braun, journey-
man tinsmith, of Budapest, was in 1 a member of our society, and
toward the end of October, 1890, he ran away with 70 marks of our
society's money. Besides these 70 marks, he Injured seriously man
other Hungarians. He had forgotten to give me back a watch whic
he had borrowed, and there are such persons whom he injured to the
tune of hundreds of marks. The honorable presidency would oblige
me very much if you were to hand him the inel ist of names;

rhaps he might make good the sums he had stolen from the society.
g'emm Munich he went to Paris, whence at that time similar news had
goue about him, from which I could not gain the thought of his having
commenced to lead a new life. In Munich he Piay the rdle as his
interests required, as tinsmith, as a lottery agent, or as a reporter, ete.
1 do not cheerfully proclaim the errors of youth, but I regard Mr.
Braun to be mature enough to be conscious of the fact that his acts
are not compatible with the requirements of honesty.

With patriotie, friendly greetings, I am,
DEesipERIOUS ZOCHOR,
President of the Society.

From Paris Marcus Brauon salled to New York, where, in conse-
quence of a libel suit which Marcus Braun had begun before the Buda-
{;eat royal court, which, however, later on, before the final trial had
aken place, he had withdrawn, divers witnesses’ unanimous testimony
ghows that one Geza Horvath had aecnsed Marcus Braun, in the pres-
ence of varlous inhabitants of New York, to have stolen from him a for
cont and from his wife a_gold watch and chain. The fur coat had
been found in his house. Braun admitted to bave committed the theft
and made the loss ﬂioot‘l, for which Horvath, at the prayer of Braun,
abstalned from making & complaint. The numerous tnesses  ex-
amined In New York, at least a majority of them, characterized Mar-
cus Braun as an ordinary adventurer. And such a man dares to at-
tack me, who has been for many years in and served with honor
the state police department of the capital.

Hugo EALMAER.

In this same matter the Budapesti Tudosito has been authorized
from competent sources to publish the following :

“It is not true that Marcus Braun, a.]lcge(f Ameriean Government
commissioner, had appeared before minister president to make a com-
plaint there. The American consul-general reported yesterday by tele-
phone to the officlals of the minisiry of the interior the transgressions
all ly committed against Braun. The minister president received
his Information from hearing of the compiaint of Marcus Braun
through this official of the ministry of the interior, when he imme-
diately called upon the pollce department for an explanatory report.
To Marens Braun, however, there had been given by competent au-
thority the advice to make a eriminal complaint against the detective.”

Marcus Braun makes the following declaration concerning the fore-

ing:
&l The press burean of the police de!:mrtment ublished to-day a dec-
laration of a detective of the State police wherein he heaps defamatory
abuse upon me. Inasmuch as I am in Hungary on an official mission
as the immigration inspector of the United States, I had, through my
ambassador, immediately made report to the American Government
about the attack on me attempted. It is therefore impossible for me
to take notice of the single details of that article until I should have
received instructions from my Government concerning the atonement
for these daring and unheard-of Insults. True to the facts, however,
1 must state that the detective giving to the public the certain article

is identical with the person whom I eaught at the hotel examining my
letters and whom I then and there publicly held respomsible.
“MaRcUS BRAUN,
“ Immigration Inspector of the United Btates.”

Exmmsir No. 17.
AMERICAN CONSULATE-GENERAL,
April 26, 1905.

Recommendation by which I have the pleasure to recommend to the

od will of whonisoever it may concern, Mr. Marcus Braun, American
nspector of Immigration, who, according to his commission, Issued to
him by the Commissioner-General of Immigration at Washington, econn-
tersigned by the Assistant Secretary of Commerce, and dat . M. the
28th, and bearing No. 465, has been sent to Europe to study the emi-
gratlon from here to the United States and to report thereon.

Fol:s.. all friendly assistance, please to accept, in advance, my sincere

No. 1496.]

With eminent esteem,
[Seal of the consulate.] FraAxx Dyer CHESTER,

Consul-General.

Exmisrr No. 18.

Dear Mr. BeErkoviTz : The sample copies of your honorable news-
paper, which until now you had sent me, I received. I have read them
earefully. I thank you very much, your amiability, and I promise to
be always your ready servant.

Now, however, allow me to reflect upon your issue, No. 150, of June
30 of the running year, wherein you write not to have given credence
to the char made against Marcus Braun. You are atly in error,
Mr. Berkovitz, becanse those char are not false, but they are pure,
exact truths, namely, Marcus Braun had stolen, misappropriated,
and cheated. These he might deny, but nevertheless they are faets
and are true. This circnmstance I am ready to anyone at any time
and with official documents and by the requisition issued by the
royal prosecutor of Budapest, which directs his apprehension Ifor
divers thefts, defaleation, and fraudulent transactions.

Braun, knowing these things, escaped from his then residence, No. 8
Haynal street. It is true that these crimes have long ago been out-
lawed, and the brother of Marcus Braun, Darius Braun, who is well
known to the police, informed Marcus Braun that under these circum-
stances he might come back, and it was fortunate for Marcus Braun
that at that time he was not apprehended, or he would have tasted the

alr of the prison., These are the facts, as I already mentioned—sacred’

truths.

You write that his enemies say of him that he has committed divers
thefts, defalcations, and frauds. I am not an enemy of Braun. I onl
write these things to you because I know of your fighting for the tru
and you proclaim this; therefore somebody probably must have been mis-
leading you, and you gave him credence, 1 have already mentioned, and
it Is a fact and the truth—anyhow, I have published these things here
officially in all of the daily newspapers of Budapest on May 11, this
year, rough the channel of the police bureau. Marcus Braun read
this here in Budapest, but he did not do aught but to deny them, al-
though I expected that for public defamation he wounld begin an action
against me, and my superiors earnestly advised him to do so, and 1
myself—I very much would have lik him to sue me; at least he
would have given me opportunity and chance to prove it before the
forum of the court that has stolen, misappropriated, and defrauded,
and is thus but a common cheat, over whom the police must, indeed,
keep a watch., Therefore, as I afrmﬂy have sald, that I well know of
your fighting for the truth, and you proclaim it, I pray very much
to publish this declaration of mine in your honorable journal. Let it
be known in Ameriea who is Marcus Braun, or if dear Mr. Berkovits,
for any reason, could not grant me this request, then I earnestly beg
of you to inform me at once, appealing to your good friendship; be-
cause then I, only in the interest of truth, will send in English lan-
guage, will send to the New York newspapers, with the explanation
that I am not at all f’ulded by any vindictiveness.

In conclusion, I inform you that I could write very mueh more
about Marcus Braun's scoundrelisms, anyhow. I am working upon a
pamphlet of which I will send a eopy to the President of the Republic,
whereln there will be set out the deeds of seoundrelism of Alarcus
Braun In his native country and in Europe, so that if, indeed, he be an
employee of the United States, that he has cheated even his own Gov-
ernment, of which I have proof, and he is capable to defraud all
America, together with the President thereof.

And now allow me to turn to you with a prayer. Alexander Braun,
a brother of Marcus Braun, of Budapest, 22 years old, hers lately
clerk in an office, after deta'lcatlng 1,600 crowns, ran away last year
to America to Mareus Braun. I am instructed to look for him and
apprehend him. I request you very much, dear Mr. Berkovitz, to write
to me whether you know this miscreant, whether he is there in New
York with Marcus DBraun, and whether In some way this scoundrel
could be arrested.

After all these, I pray your indulgence if 1 have intruded on your
time too long, but knowing your good will to me, you will not be angry
a

me.
Your favor of a reply awaliting, I remain, with sincere and friendly
gr

ectings,
§Iour devoted frlend and ready servant,
Huco KALMAR.

Exnmreir No. 19.

Graxp Hotern HUNGARIA,
Budapest, August 25, 1905,

Hoxorep M. BErKoviTZ: Your honored letter of the 4th Instant T
have received. I make bold to make this reply. I very much regret
that you think of not having sent the police reports for the reason be-
cause I have begrudged the Puttlng on them the expense of the postage
stamps. You are tly in error, because the police reports have
censed to be published with the 1st of June; now are published the
Police Journal, and these are published by the ministry of the interior.

And now allow me honored Mr. Berkovitz, that I might turn to the
doings of Marcus Braun, I do not refiect upon his political actions, but
now, as 1 did before, I again maintaln that he had stolen, defrauded,
and cheated. I greatly regret, however, that I can not send you my
complete proofs, beeause they are in part deposited in the archives of
the royal court at Budapest and partly In the archives of the Budapest
g‘lim department de ited as official documents, and from them to

ke or legalized coples to take is not possible, but here in Budapest
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I nm \\'ritinF to %nsﬂry my nllefntiuns to anybodf, and I annex a
police requisition from the year 1891, wherein he is being sought by
the Budapest royal court for the crime of fraud and orders his arrest,
but he had then escaped already, and thus was freed of the prison.

You, honored Mr. Berkovitz, write in your letter that Mareus Braun
is not a cheat, but I think I have proven that he did cheat, and I also
can prove that he has stolen and misappropriated. You furthermore
write that Braun was in DBodapest in 1804, 1895, 1896, and 1899.
That is very possible, but he had come here secretly, and the authori-
ties have not learned of it or else he would have been apprehended.
Lately we have ascertained that in 1809 he had been here with a cer-
tain Kiralyfi, under an assumed name, and has taken rls out to
America, and inasmuch as this is only a misdemeanor it ame out-
lawed in a year. -

And now, dear Mr, Berkovitz, permit me reflect upon that declaration
of yours which you write in your letter, that Braun would be a lunatie
fit for a atralt*ucket if he would resign from his position to sue
me and to seek his homor. This, in my opinion, is a very sorrowful
and pitiable conditicn of things, if a man does not sacrifice his posi-
tion to save his honor, because I think that positions in life a man ecan
get plentiful, but not his honor, and I do believe that you, too, believe
?l‘:ﬁ when I declare that without honor a man’s life is not worth any-

ng.

But just now the thing comes to a focus, because these days I read in
Budapest, Vienna, and Berlin newspapers that Braun has been rellieved
of his position. True, certaln newspapers have written that it was

roven what the police of Budapest had said, that Braun had stolen,

efaleated, and defrauded, while certain newspapers re?orted of he
having resigned because he would have had to carry uniform. Well,
this last, I believe, not even the bell ringer of the Therese district will
believe him, because a man who defends himself therewith that he does
not seek vindication because he would have to resign from his position,
but who does resign on account of his uniform he woiild have to wear,
that Is a very nice alternative. In the paper of the 11th instant you
had sent me, 1 also read that Braun had resigned for the reason because
he did not want to wear an uniform with bright buttons, but, Mr.
Editor, yon had added thereto that Braun had at one time worn bright
buttons for Francis Joseph. Concerning this I inform you that Braun
had been honvéd private in the First IHonvéd Infantry Regiment, but
there he conducted himself as in private life, he became a fugitive, for
which he was already in 1888 hunted and his arrest ordered. . 1 inclose
herewlth a police requisition whereln he is shown to be‘placnrded.

Dear Mr. Berkovitz, I do not wish to continue this writing. 1 believe
1 have half way justified my altegation—entirely I will prove it in my
pamphlet—but you ean tell Braun, with whom I am told you stand on
£ footing, that I am to his disposition; now he has no position,
now he can sue me; let him come here, and let him face me before the
courts that I may prove of he having stolen, cheated, and defalcated.

And now I repeatedly request you, dear Mr. Berkovitz, inasmuch as
you write of being ready to serve me in any manner, to tell me whether
Alexander Braun, the brother of Marcus Braun, who last year had
misappropriated 1,600 crowns and ran away to New York to Marcus
Braun, he in New York, and how he could be apprehended.

Now, I beg your pardon if upon your valuable time 1 have intruded,
and I promise to be ever your ready servant.

With special esteem and patriotic greeting,
EKaLyar Hugo.

Exurmeir No. 20.

Translation of gections 22 and 24 of the laws of 1879, entitled “ The
obtaining and forfeiting of the rights of Magyar citizenship.”

BEC. 22. Those persons liable to duty in the army as regulars or as
reserves may be discharged from the bonds of the State of Hungary
only if they had received from the common minister of war a letter
discharging them from the army duties, and the national guardsmen if
thef receive such a letter from the minister of home defense.

Those persons over the age of 17 years, who are not liable to the
above-described army duties, but who are not finally absolved there-
from, may be discharged from the bonds of the State of Hungary if
they can prove by the certificate of the proper county authorities that
(tihe;\lr do not request their discharge for the purpose of escaping military

uties,

Sgc. 24. The discharge for the bonds of the Kingdom of Hungary
ean not be denied in time of peace for causes other than those contained
in section 22 to anyone who proves—

1. That he has the right to act for himself or that his father or his
guardian or committee of his person or property, with the approval of
the hoard of wards, {olns in his petition.

2. That he is not in arrears in pa{ment of State or town taxes.

3. That he Is not under criminal investigation In the territory of
the lands of the Hungarian Crown, or that there was no sentence
of any criminal court against him which remains unexecuted.

Brate oFr NEw YORK,
City of New York, County of New York, ss:

Dr. Géza Kun, being duly sworn, says: That between 1804 and 1905
1 was a practicing attorney at the city of Budapest, Hungary, having
been duly admitted to the bar in 1804; that I am familiar with the
English and the Hungarian languages. and the foregoing translation
of sections 22 and 24 of the laws of 1879 were made by me from the
original Hungarian text; that such translation is in all respects
truoe and correct to my best knowledge and belief.

Dr. Geza Kux,

8worn to before me this 24th day of January, 1906,

SAMUEL ROSENTHAL,
Comimnissioner of Deeds, New York City.

Examir No, 21,

Answer to Marcus Braun's American commissioner’'s newsimper at-
tacks upon me. Written by Alexander Hajos. Price, 20 filler. Pur-
chasable in tobacco shops.

To the Magyar public:

The Nap, In its issue of the 14th instant, accuses a man by the name
of * Hajos " to compromise Marcus Braun, Amerlean Immigration com-
migsioner, with defamatory letters, and to have given to Detective
Kalmar, in the matter against Braun, untruthful statements. This
Mr. Hajos had been a member of the Munich-Hungarian Society, and
stood there in the center of many scandalous things. Iinally, Hajos
has flooded the American authorities with letters defamatory of Braun,
ﬁhic%{fven had come into the hands of Roogevelt, the President of the

epublie.

It is true I know Braun personally since June, 1802, when he had
come to New York, and have occasionally met him there. I published
there, on account of his blackmailing operations, a very sharp article,
for which, at that time, he hegan a libel sult against me: but it is
also true that he thought it advisable to drop the matter before trial,
because he well knew, to have collected against him very man welghty
E;D&E?.B v:?-il}i;h proofs are deposited In the archives of the trlmfnal court

Thus it is easily understood that the attacks of "the Nap 1 must
regard to have been directed against me, and I must, to.my sorrow,
assume them.

But it is not true of ever having been in Munich, and therefore It is
clearly vis{!lle that I never could have stood there in the center of any
scandal. Ce auji the a tion of having given to Detective
Kalmar defamatory letters about Braun, it is a stupid falsehood, be-
cause I see the police found, without any aid of mine, the compromising
documents deposited since 1897 with the criminal court, and which date
from my law case.

The documents at the criminal court officially prove that Braun had
stolen and mlsuppro{»rlated, had throughout years lived upon blackmail
and many-sided revolver journalism. Thus, what for any compromisin
letter ? ut, if Mr. Braun should desire them, I can serve him. Bu
u:gg are not letters, but authenticated data as to his dishonorable
mode of life, of newer date.

What concerns the accusation of being such or such slanderer, the
writer of the article of the Nap and of the Filgg Magy will have to
respond thereto before the I'ress Tribunal. The latter newspapers at
least, have spared me to the extent of having only mentioned me in gen-
eral only as a slanderer. 5

That I have flooded the American authorities with defamatory letters
concerning Braun and these even reached the hands of Roosevelt, the
President of the Republie, is a matter for which I will turn for redress
to our ambassador at Washington, Mr. Hengelmitller,

At the time when Braun attempted to blackmail the directory of
the Millennium Exposition, respectively the Hungarian Government, to
the tune of $15.008=75 000 crowns, the Pester Lloyd, the credibility
and seriousness of which is recognized even in foreign countries, de-
clared Braun, in an cfficlal declaration, to be a blackmall operator.
But Braun did not yield. He threatened he would attack the exposi-
tion and the Government in foreign newspapers, and which will be
proven In this pamphlet. In consequence of this, I, knowing him,
thought it to be my dut{r for the pu lic welfare, to air his American
past career In the semlofficial N t, the seric of which
newspaper is likewise not to be doubted. - :

I fought him with open visor. In detall I proved that he is everythin
except an honorable man. He remained silent or rather said he stopp
the tibel suit he had begun. Thus in my article, which as Is also
the article of the FPester Lloyd, here reprinted in full, he is Iaid
low -morally. Therefore what other need have I to attack him, when
with easy method, in the interest of the publie, 1 have already con-
quered over him morally? In truth, I would but prepare a certificate
of moral poverty for myself, if against this morally dead man 1
would fight a combat. It is evident that these rumors of my having
gent to the American authorities defamatory letters are glgantic lies,
such as only Braun can tell.

My belief iz strong that President Roosevelt, who is mentioned here,
will respond truthfully, even if by his response he would hurt his
man. But if perchance—what I do not su[iposc—the very esteemed
Mr, President would refuse to give explanation, then I will ask him
through the London Times.

1 am further with my personal reputation. In my life T was forced
only onee, and then b raun, to wash his dirty: linen—what he was
made to feel sufficlently. Now I can sufficlently wonder how Braua,
knowing of being in the lurch, should, after nine years, arouse me out
of my rest. Why does he pick at me? Wh oes he force me to
reckon with him once again before the public?- 1 do not understand
it 1t mifht be that it hurts him that the documents hy me collected
and deposited with the court have been hurled at his head, but anybody
could have looked into those documents.

That he is the author of the newspaper attack agalnst me Is visible
from the fact that since years I have nothing to do with newspaper
writing ; formerly, too, I but wrote occaslonally—as graduated agri-
cultural economist I wrote upon subjects of my calling. 1 have abso-
Intely no acquaintaneeship in news‘pn]lmr cireles, so that he must have
begun the chase. The “ Nap " again is his mouthpiece ; he commenced
therein on the 11th already., and in a three-column long article, his
attacks upon the police, although it is plain that Mr. Rudnay had
been willing quietly to accord him all the satisfaction; but this grand
master of the scandal mongers wished to shine before all of the world,

Thus did I come, too, in the dark * Nap,” and it is beyond doubt that

I was dragged into it h{ the still blacker Braun.

I publish here verbatim the articles of the Pester Lloyd and of the
Nemzet. The earnestness, the credibility of these two newspapers
require no commentaries.

[Pester Lloyd, evening edition, 1896, June 23.]
LAW-COURT NEWS—A LAWSUIT FOR NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ABOUT THE
EXTPOSITION,

In the circuit court of the United States, a kind of central court
for civil causes in the United States, a lawsuit has been entered on a
claim for $15,000 against our exposition—that is to say, indirectly
against the Hungarian Government. According to the Bond. Taghbl
this is the affair: Marcus Braun, a born Hungarian, but a natumlizetl
American citizen, who had been sojourning here in New York during the
Millennium festivities, representing, as reporter, the New York daily—
The World, was, as he claims, recommended about a year ago—the
Austro-Hungarian consulate-general at New York making the recom-
mendation—as the man who would be most suitable to do in Ameriea
the booking thereof. The exposition commission authorized the consul-
general to intrust that mission to Mr. Braun, and allowed him a fee
of 50 fl. for each large and 25 fl. for each smaller newspaper article
which he would put into the American newspapers. Mr. Braun took the
matter in a §enuinely American way into his hands, and he placed
not less than 4,000 of these articles in American newspapers, for which,
as he reckons it, he now has a demand of $15,000. When at the
end of May his bill, which then had already been several thousand
dollars, was presented, he was pald 500 fl., and he could not receive
any responses to his letters and demands for the payment of his bill.

Mr. Braun, who claims to have made, on his part, contracts with
newspapers, came then to Budapest to insist upon the recognition of
his claims, but everywhere he found deaf ears. Minlsterinal Councilor
Schmidt, the director of the exposition, acknowledged that he had done
great service to the exposition, but lald stress upon the circumstance
that this does not exclude of him being a nuisance to the directory.
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When Braun's steps at the Government proved also of no- avall, there
remained nothing else for him than the appeal to law, and in the
opinion of his American lnw;er friends, the American courts have
jurisdiction In the matter. When asked how he could collect a judg-
ment, should he get one, he responded that this was very easy, and
told of a case wherein aliout two years ago a claim against the ﬁmm-
ish Government, which had Dbeen sued on and was in the form of a
judgment, was collected by levying upon the first Spanish man-of-war
that entered an American port.

[I"ester Lloyd, evening edition, 1806, June 24.]
LAW COURT NEWS,

A lawsuit for mewspaper articles nbout the exposition. Referring
to the notice under this heading in our-issue of yesterday and taken
from the Dud. Tagbl. we are bLeing assured that the Exposition
Commission had not glven to Marcus Braun the authority set forth
in that notice. Ar. Draun collected a number of American news-
papers, in which he found short notices about the Millennium Expo-
sition, telegraphic news about the political festivities, ete., ete., and
claimed for each of these * exposition articles” a remuneration which,
according ta our standard, is altogether out of proportion. This
claim had naturally to be rejected. Newspaper clippings can be had
I)g the thousand and the exposition co on can have them very
c

eaply.
[Nemzet, 1800, July 3, morning edition.]
HUNGARIAN REVOLVER IN AMERICA.
BUDAPEST, July 2.

e recelved the following letter, which by reason of its exceptiona_.llﬁ
interest contents deserves the attention of the Magyar publie, as wel
as that of the Hungarians who had emigrated to America and that of
the consulates in that country :

Deax Mz. EpiTor: In conseguence of the news item that one Marcus
Braun, an Amerlean néwspaper man, demands by law the payment to
him of §15,000—that is to say, of 37,500 Austrian fi.—by the directors
of the Millennium Exposition, I deem it worth while, necessary, even
my patriotic duty, to say one and the other thing about that @ﬂ'ﬁman.
And wh{? 1t wlll, in the course of what is being told here, plainly
apparent.

ncalenlable is the damage which this * compatrlot” journalist of
ours working on both hemispheres has been causing and Is still causin
among the Hungarians emigrating to the United States, the number o
which emifnants might exceed a round million souls.

Our daily newspn&crs just now publish with pecullar sarcasm the no-
tice of the claim of
pest, but now an American journalist, who demands of the directors of
the AMillennium Exposition $£15,000, or 37,500 Austrian fulden. for
newspaper articles of an adwrtismi character which he had published.

1 must state here in advance that the Hungarians in the United
States have since decades had the good fortune that might there as
many of us or of what caliber of men might come there, all were re-
ceived with enthuslasm, which, considering this dry, cold, not too fiery
Anglo-American race must Indeed be regarded as a marvel. It was not
inquired into whether he be a Slovac or a Magyar, he was simply asked
whether he first saw the light in Hungary and out of that compatriot
promptly became a * My dear sir,” he received support at all sides and
wherever he looked for it. These conditions we might be grateful for
to our revolution and later on to the famous speeches of Louis Kos-

suth.

This bias for us extended to every single Hungarian, which grew to
be, while in search for his dally bread, for him a source of an un-
speakable blessing. 1t Is true, one or the other countryman of ours
might have mennl{l misused his position, and for this slowly and by de-
grees this sympathy for us seemed to have been lessened. The press
of that country dealt but very reservedly and verf rarely with the
Maygars of New York and other cities, everywhere living among them-
gelves, but Mr. Braun soon, and to the sorrow of the Hungarians, very
effectually changed these conditions.

This man lives exclusively on denouncing the Hungarians to the
‘Americans—for money, of course—and under favorable conditions to
revolverize, to blackmall, the Hungariangs. To make his denuncia-
tions catchy and eagerly sought for by the newspapers, Mr. Draun
ornaments them with divers sepsational trimmin and with issves,
and then gives them to the World or the Herald or whatever gnper
might pay most for them. It need not even be explained that the
highest aIvm of the American mewspapers is to beat one another with
the publication of the most sehsatlonal and interesting news items
(“item ” is an artlcle respecting a plece of news which no other news-
paper has as yet published). Their truth or their influence or conse-
quence of the publication is of no-matter to those papers.

The * chronique scandaleuse " of the American press of to-day dally
ruins, morally or finadelally, one or two or more Hungarian familles,
and this is Mr. Braun’s merit. Before ruining the victim he has
sought ount, Braun first calls upon him and demands of him that of
the sum which In his own (B's) opinion the wictim had dishonestly
earned or obtained, he be glven so much and so much or else he woul
denounce him in the newspapers and annihlilate him. Many submit to
blackmall and paj' 50 a8 to escaz)e notoriety and trouble. Some pay
with blows they deal to him lustily, but this does not prevent him in
the continuation of his mode of Iife in this manner.

Thus, since two or three years, because this blissful work of Mr.
Braun takes only slnee 1803, the American newspapers are continu-
ously full of reports of the scoundrellsm and the miserabllity of all
sorts of the Hungarlans, One after the other of the newsmem copy
these accusations, and the result is that to—dug the Hungar has tge
meanest reputation of all foreigners amongst the Amerlcans. Wherever
he might knock for work he is looked upon with suspiclon and prejndice,
and he has difficulty, indeed, to secure work. I1f we consider now
that about one milllon Hungarians are living in the Unlted Btates, it
is with horror that we look upon the work of this compatriot of ours,
who misuses hils position., The greater rt of our immlgrants from
Hungary are the Slovacs from the northern country; but even they
must suffer from it. According to the prevalling opin{on, he, being
born in Hungary, must be taken as a bad character, wanton, unre-
linble. He ean secure work, but because he is a Hungarian he is paid
meaner than his fellow-laborers working with him in the coal mines or
at the oll wells.

When the work becomes slack, It iz the Hungarian Slovac who Is
first to remain without bread. These outgo compatriots of ours
are a great economical factor; our newspapers have but lately polnted
out how many million dollars do they send home annually by malil,
Without any exceptlon, every Slovac, comi back when he had been
out there years, brings with him from § to $800, 1,600 to 2,000

arcus Braun, alins Mare Braun, originaily of Buda-

florins, which ‘he has saved up; he buys a plece of land; be builds a
home, keeps a horse, drives a wagon. He is at home, a tax-paying
citizen ; he sustains the Btate out of his American earnings.

To-day the sympathy of the Americans for the Magyar is nll. - If
in American press there be something bad to say, the Hungarian is
being put forth as the victim; he is ity of everything and of any-
thing, and of this change in the public opinion Mr. Draun has a very
conslderable share,

In the beginning of his Ameriean ecareer, in 1804, Braun had handed
in a clever * item " which attacked the reputation of thirty-eight Hun-
ﬁartﬂns, all innocent, of course, but of whom he wanted to squeeze a

ollar or two of each, but who refused to submit. At about that time
the municipality of the city of Kew York eame into the hands of the
temperance people. Obsolete laws were resuscitated, the playing of
cards was prohibited, but the scope of this order was not clear.

Our countrymen continued to cultivate in Hungarian coffee houses
the “Tardly " and the “ Kalaber,”” when lo, one Baturday aftermoon
the police enters one of these Hungarian coffee houses wherein thirty-
nine Hungarian artisans were gathered, and arrests all those present,
confiscated even the tables on which they had—for the lowest stakes
imaginable—played.

In such cases, as it i3 there the rule or custom, the guests are never
“umshed, the proprietor is usually fined §5, and the matter is ended.

'ell, in consequence of this rald many Hungarians, among them my-
self, were dragged to the police station house, where Braun visiled uns.
He spoke to the * pater familas' temporarily arrested, wanted to
frighten them, demanded money, but they, convinced of thelr inno-
cence, refused to pay.

After a few hours’ delay, durlnil which the record of the arrest was
taken, we all were taken before the police court and we all were dis-
charged. Next day the newspapers published, to the astonishment of
the entire Magyar colony, the story of the life of thirty-nine abso-
lutely Innocent Hungarian people, of course put Into a form and of
course by our Mr. Braun, from which It seemed to appear as If some
hidden, great crime had been committed. The outery agalnst him was
great, but Braun langhed; he had recelved a few dollars for the item.

Such _and similar happenings. repeated themselves Innumerable
times. Braun is fishing more successfully in turbld waters, the con-
ditlon of the Magyars grows constantly worse, and this is the case
since. that gentleman has erected his tent in New York.

His mission consists eml?rwhere where he can to create false condl-
tions or positions, which iz pretty easily brought about among the
less educated classes, and then to take advantage of this for his own
usge and benefit.

To this manner did Mr. Braun secure his connection with the Amer-
fean press, which it is to be tted is not acquainted with the true
condition of affairs and is easily misled. He makea a good living out
of it, but it Is often that the yar emigrant is made to suffer In
consequence of his heartlessness. 4

ALEXANDER HAJ0S.

The personal affair I have now finished on m{hpart with this pam-

hlet. e Llo{'d‘s official communication and the fact to have n
rightened off his libel suit shows me to be right, which, however, is
not much when opposed to Braun. It requires no proof that only
public interest engaged me against him. We clearly see his stubborn-
ness in the exposition matter, which géeldod cnly when I lald bare, in
its entire nakedness, his past and made it known to the public. I ful-
filled a duty; I passed on, saying: * The Moor bad done his duty, the
Moor can go."

In the present cese Braun’s individuality Pln_ys no lonper any rile.
To-day there can be no longer T’:estlon of Kalmar, Roosevelt, Rud-
nay, or of my modest self. Now, it 1s necessary to put the affair, which,
by the scandal-chasing faculty of Braun, had been him most cleverly
involved into an international matter, in such a light before the public
that the same should be grasgnble at one view, and then the blown-up
soap-bubble will burst and the old condition of affairs will, withount
nng harm having been done, be reestablished.

NOW, 48 In 15386, knowing Braun and the eircumstances, I look Into
the woven web and—uncalled for, probably; but provoked by him—
E:erelfora tlth some justification, I help the straightening out of the en-

nzlemen

To-dny the publlec moral of Hungary Is forced into the fo ound ;
that must not be permitted to suffer any harm, only the boastful hero
therein qlnying a role might fall,

That I arrogate to myself the right to enter into this affair might
find its explanation also in the circumstanee that about four weeks ago,
when the newspapers announced the coming of this prominent man into
our midst, I had written to one of the dally papers that this bodes no
good. Let us call the attention of the proper authorities that, instead
of this gentleman, let there be, In time, some one else sent here, another
commissioner; but this notice of mine remalned unheeded. And thus
the thing happened which onght not to have happened.

A Hungarian is being insulted In a public place and Is almost treated
with blows. The unfortunate fellow, perchance an officer in public
gervice, feeling his lonocence, the contrary of which no one has as
yet proven, c::mglains against his aggressor. The aggressor, properly,
as everywhere, had been fined. The aggressor, a Erom!nent'stranger.
recelves from the proper authorities guarantees that the HMungarian
who it 1s said had opened his letters wlll recelve exemplary punish-
ment, naturally, however, only then, if such crime be proven him.
“That is not enough,” says the prominent stranger, * 1 want his head
to fall right now.” But the administration of justice does not permit
that, and he does not recelve that head.

The prominent siranger forthwith beglng with hand and feet an
attack agalnst the Hungarlian pollce In the form of a three-column-long
nnwspngler article entitled * Cabinet noir,” and with all power, but
without any reason, he rings the bells of danger. That is understood of
Itself that the police of the capital could not allow thiz to go un-
heeded. This corporation, which had all the opportunity to look into
the past of men, discovers In the past life of this promlnent stranger
Berli)tilﬂ moral defects, and lays them before that prominent stranger’s
nostrils.

The American gentleman grows angry and starts a noise, attempis
to bring about an International conflict, into which the dignity of our
fatherland is dmgfed, and into the center of that conflict he, by reason
of his scandal-loving nature and character, puts himself. From this

osition I do not budge nelther right nor left. But international con-
Hets are usually arranged that not the Indlvidual but the nation ste

fnto the foreground. Clearing from the artificial web and woof the
individuality, and we will see that our police has only punished the
uncalled-for attacks of Brauon. It iIs immaterial, then, If It happens
that the police had found the very weak moral slde of that gentleman,
but if o fellow carrles butter on his head let him walk In the shade,
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In short, If that prominent stranger steps out of the self-woven weh,
the affair stands clearly before us and is In good order. . The repulsive
moral ulcers and sores make his remaining here impossible; he there-
fore gathers his tent and goes to Russia; he had, anyhow, the Inten-
tion to go there, and we wish him a happy voyage. ut no: he does
not step out of the eircle of the self-woven web; he remains in the
center of that International conflict, and he remains there because he
is inspired to do so. Some well-meaning daily newspaper handles the
affalr, I do not say mala fide, but does it at the cost of the prestige
of Hungary, and enables the man to continue his artistic humbuggery.
E.et us see; probably we can help to counteract these peculiar symp-
Oms.

Let us say, for instance, that there came to Hatszeg—a place In
which 1 never have heen—and into a quasi gentlemanly circle of that

lace, a stranger. This stranger is an elegant, cultured gentleman ;
ut after six months it turns out that in his manhood days he had for
rears lived upon blackmail and many-sided revolverisms. Naturally
e will be bowed out of good soclety. It is disagreeable to everybody.
It would have been a great deal better if all of this had come to the
light of the day before he had entered it, but it is too late. De this
as it may, that stranger no more can enter that circle. This is every-
where the same—that Is to say, a loafer Is a loafer, even if his true
character becomes known only at a later day.

A great part of the daily Eresa says that it fully accepts the former
criminal life of Braun, but that now, as long as he is here, all is expi-
ated ; that it is immaterial to us to know what he had been, and who
he had been heretofore, now that he is here It would have been the
bounden duty of the ministry to regard him as a perfect gentleman
and to treat him as such.

This is the sallent point of the case. This man who, according to
the Pester Lloyd, is morally dead, and who has blackmailed the exposi-
tion. commissioners and the Banffy government, is to-day discussing
with our Government authorities in matters of supreme importance,
(At this place it might not be inopportune to ask whether this Indi-
vidual who had been rejected by a former government by reason of his
bad reputation, does possess Impartiality to discuss his mission unprej-
udiced and unbiased. The absence of his Impartiality is proven by
the circumstance that he now attacks me, without any cause or reason,

ause nine years ago in a matter flowing out of the exposition I had
something to do with him, showing that the blows he received in 1896
he had not been able to forget.)

These newspapers to-day demand categorically that the leading Gov-
ernment circles should show deference to him and without any scruples
continue to discuss matters with him.

Oh, no; this Government is our Government, and our Government can
not enter Into “f discussion with a man who, in consequence of his
past, can not receive entrance into respectable society, who by a former
government and by a most prominent newspaper has been morally bat-
tered ; and If this view is clear, then the whole affair stands from one
end to the other elearly before me. 1 know that the very smallest
village justice, who has any pride at all in his Magyar nationality
reddens with shame to his ears should he hear that his Government is
having confab with such a man as that; reddens with shame to his
ears, use that man dared to blackmall our dearest institution (the
exposition) ; reddens with shame because that man has insulted and

ured our countryman.

But the Hungarian peasant would feel ashamed, even if this man,
traveling on an important mission, had committed these things not in
our country, but, say, In Egypt. Let it be understood and accepted as
a thesis axiomatie, that a man, who, by reason of his past can not be
received into a resgectable private cirele, is not fit to confer in matters
of importance with the government of a great nation, and here it is
that the public morality of Hungary must be victorious.

If this side of the case is put into the proper light, then that ntle-
man will again go away and all will be well. We will receive in his
place another: American gentleman who, though we do not know per-
sonally, but with him the government can arrange the pending affairs.

It Is therefore a very erroneous proposition that an officer, be he
whoever he may, having begun functions, has by doing so expiated his
former criminal deeds.

It is a well-known story how at the end of the seventies Editor John
Asboth lald bare the past of Councilor Count Zichy-Ferraris, and the
count went away. According to the logic of to-day in those news-
papers, he was not correct; he should have remained in_office although
formerly he had been caught stealing silver spoons. With this new
logle we place into the hands of Mr. Braun a new weapon and he is
smart enough to use It.

The official communication printed in the Pester Lloyd and which
for nine years had not been denied has received its denial to-day. A
high official of the Millennium Exposition, who enjoys, as a capacity
in industrial matters and as a private gentleman, the highest esteem
and respect, declares that Braun at that time had performed valuable
services for the exposition and has recelved 6,000 crowns as remunera-

tion.

Whatever may be said, that communication exists after nine years'
silence. It can not be annihilated or disavowed. It Is evidently fuel
on which Braun can feed. Ie has with that given a kick to the Banffy
Government then in office, to the directorate of the exposition, and to
the official communication.

Thus to-day Braun stands before us as a man Immacunlate. Thus
to-day the VPester Lloyd, the exposition, the Hungarian Government,
ete., all Hungary is put to blame—please continue this—let all the
more water flow upon the mills for Braun.

That officlal report of the Lloyd can not be wiped out of existence,
even by the prime minister of that day.

If 1 were to earry this case into a personal discussion, 1 would ask
any high-school student how is it possible to gather such great merits
for an internal exposition In America which deserve to be remuner-
ated with 6,000 erowns?

1 could also ask that if some one has achieved Zreat merits by his
services for our land, for which services he presents a bill of 75,000
crowns, why is he only paid 6,000 crowns? his is a compromise on
a basis of 73 per cent. did not know until now that the Hungarian
Government pays the bills of persons who have achieved merits on a
basis of T4 per cent proposition. A ecompromise of debt on a basis of
T4 per cent R:considered to be a fraudulent bankruptey and the punish-
ment thereof is the penlitentiary.

1 could ask a great deal more. I only ask now how does the official
communication of the Pester Lloyd in 1896 cover the explanation of
the former chief secretary of the commission, wherein he informed us of
the payment of the 6,000 crowns? What is here disavowed? In my
view it is doubtless that the Pester Lloyd Is not refuted.

Under all ecircumstances it is a great pity that such weapons are

placed in the hands of Braun. With this he Is enabled all the more to
push himself to the foreground, and we might expect that In conse-
quence thereof our land m!;;ht be subjected to an International blame.

Very well, four weeks before Braun's coming here had been published
in the newspagors 1 had an idea that his being here will not end with-
out some scandal, 1 am sorry to see that my t ? Proved correct, After
an article in the Nemzet I had promised myself to have nothing to do
with him any more, At the end of my libel suit against him 1 recelved
material against him from New York, but I had made up my mind not
to wash my dirty linen any more.

(Thus a few years ago my attentlon had been called to a man named
Goddard, who at that time was the secretary of Roosevelt, then the
governor of the State of New York. BI;' clever maneuvering Braun
became friendly with this secretary. Thron him he became ac-

nainted with Roosevelt, and then it is said he betrayed Goddard.

nyway, Braun became the favorite of the President. Goddard did not
care about the thing; he was a millionaire, and was a politiclan only
as a matter of pastime. I neglected this whole matter and paid no
attention to it out of respect to R.)

But 1 made an exception four weeks ago, because I saw the scandal
coming and wished to Erevenl: it. I wrote to the I'estl Hirlap and In-
closed the articles of the Lloyd and of the Nemzet. I called its atten-
tion to this person who, In 1896, had been ruthlessly rejected by the
Government. 1 wrote that it would be well to call’ the attention of
t}te present Government to this man, because it will not do to see the
Government enter into a conference upon important national affairs
with a man of such dishonorable antecedents and a scandal monger.
I declared that here it is not the question of the person of Braun: that
it is a question of decency, of morality ; that it would be a slap In the
face of public morality in Hungary should this man be received in
Budapest.

The article did not appear. True, had the article been printed I
would have had to carry the burden, but it is sure that the American
ambassador would have in time received from the DBallplatz, which,
given with a hand in kid gloves, concerninﬁ the recall of Mr. Braun.

We would therefore have been spared the international scandal, the
world would not have been the witness of the fight between our police
and Mr. Braun.

Therefore, it is seen, I gave the right “ t!{)," and probably this proves
it also of having worked in the interest of the public welfare. 1 say
* probably " because there are many who say let there be a scandal. it
Is no one's business. With such fatalists I do not enter into any dis-
cussion. At the most I would enter into a discussion with those who
say that I had personal reasons to raise this hue and cry; to these I
could easily prove of having been moved by public interests.

After this confesslon I am_ prepa to see myself assailed by the
Eresa. which takes Mr. Braun's part, I will hardly take notice of it,

owever, because I have no connection with newspapers, the press Is
shut out from me ; to write a new pamphlet I have not the time.

1 make, however, one declaraticn that, whatever insult ma§ be heaped
upon me out of this matter I shall not regret it, otherwise I would re-
gard it, but now 1 leave it to the action of the ecourt. If anyone can
discover in my gnst career any such a thing which I hurled at the head
of Braun in 1896, I am willing to pray for his pardon, but not otherwise,
1 do not envy his beautifully rounded out career, because a man- who
does not resent such attacks on him as have made on him the Pester
Lloyd and the Nemzet is not to be envied.

In consequence of his attack I have been sought out by a number of

ple and I have been asked how lIs it that a man with such a past

as not been made impossible before this in New York by the IHun-

garlans of fifteen to twenty thousand people there residing, and why is
it I who is laying bare his career here at home? The majority of our
Hungarians over there are journeymen artisans. . They do not know
how to write polemics. They shun publicity, and If some one black-
mails them they prefer to pay. The intelligent part of the colony
living over there are shipwrecked figures. I myself was one of them
when I -had stepped upon the shore of America. Add to this that the
intelligent part of the colony which would be able to wield the pen has
to a great extent dark pasis, and they do not like to be bothered about
the past and prefer to pay and refuse to assume a public role. And if
it does mot fear the past, then there Is the struggle for life with an
extrnordinary difficult battle to secure foothold in the strange land
which embitters the life of the light-blooded intelligency there living.
Through this apathy and this * what-do-we-care” attitude had Braun
been able to terrorize and to misuse the Hungarian colony.
cared for him.

Suddenly in 1896 general attention iz called to his daring attempt
to blackmail in a great styla the expositlon to the tune of T5.(
crowns, 'To know and to see that a Hungarian ruins hls compatriots
living far away, to know and to see that the same fellow coming home
intends to blackmall his fatherland and the Hungarian Government
out of a large sum of money, is, 1 respectfully suggest, If & man has
but a tiny drop of feeling for his fatherland, impossible to disregard in
silence, and this solely, and solely this unhea of proceeding on his
part was the moving power of my attack on him.

Do not let us forget that the exposition of 1806, in honor of the
one thousand years' existence of our nation, was of that glorions feast
the most brilliant s{mtml of which the whole of the civilized world
had taken notice. Now, one of our own blood dares to attempt to
desecrate 1he memory of this festival for his own selfish aims. This
can not be tolerated by one who knows the true condition of affairs.
Braun had emigrated after he had been’a soldier and it is hardly
fifteen years since he went away. In too short a time there had die
ont in him his sympathy for his native Jand, but that is Hekuba to
him, be it Roosevelt or the Millennium Exposition, the main polnt
is that he should find the cow giving plent{ of milk.

I ean not acquit the police of Budapest of the reproach to have com-
mitted a tactical error concerning Braun.

I have heretofore sald that the lowest path of the intelligence of
our emigrated compatriots has a dark past, and this is better known
by the lice than by- myself. It is _now four weeks that all of the
]{ungar an newspapers announced that a gentleman of Hungarian
birth will come as an American commissioner of Immigration to this
city to confer with the Government on important national affairs,
Therefore they knew that this man about to come must be an intelli-
gent man. Why did not the police immediately look after to find out
what §s the truth about the kaleidoscopic changes in the career of this
man, and who I8 he, anyway ?

The ministry of foreign affairs could within twenty hours receive
from the consulate and from others detailed information. In conse-
quence of this we would not have had the pleasure to receive Braun,
and the hauling over of our police department in the press of all the
world would not have been a necessity.

No one
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But not only then, when the scandal had been provoked, when the
American consul had taken his Ezrt. then and only then are cable-
grams sent, and even announce that they have done so, which on one
side shows that the police department was really in trouble ard on
the other side shows that they had not given any credence to the
American consul.

Facing such a man, who, without any rhyme or reason, simply be-
cause of his sickly concelt and vanity to create n sensation, and his
nsunl scandal-monger habits—who, without any rhyme or reason, with
cold blood, tolls the bells, it would have been in place to deal more care-
fully, with further forethought, because it should have been known
that he will coin capital out of it.

I wish to state that mﬁ criticlsm here is based simply upon the
happenings of events ns 1 have learned them from the newspapers.

All this, however, does not change anything upon the subject, and
the main thing is that Braun had made his attack without au{ reason ;
that for this he had been fined, and Inasmuch as it is doubtless true
that he had the intention to blackmail the Hungarian State as he for
years blackmailed his Hungarian compatriots. Therefore, there can be
no room for him here, and thus is evened and smoothed over the en-
tangled affair into which he himself had brought disorder.

It is not excluded that extraordinarily, single-headed, and ener-
etic Yankee might receive for the sake of peace satisfaction to which
¢ might not be entitled, but, on the other hand, might be given to
him ®0 as to get rid of him because of his past career, exciudes the
probability of his acting here in fiduciary capacity.

In conclusion only one word more. Knowing this gentleman and
knowing his splendld attainments as an agent provocateur, his mania
to hunt up scandal and strife, it is my Innermost conviction that the
entire story of the opening of his mail and violation of the secrecy
of the mail is but a great humbug.

If anyone has committed any violation of the secrecy of the letters
of Mr. Marcus Braun, this anyone can not be aught else but Marcus
Braun, Immigrant inspector, himself, and counld stake my life on this.

But I do not stake my head on this as yet because here in Budapest
he might find some God-forsaken, hungry people who for money would
assume fo have npened his letters and who would be willing to be im-
risoned for this for six or nine months, and then I would lose m?( head.
t is for this that I do not give Mr. Braun the pleasure of seeing my
head on the guillotine. 1t suffices if the r detective's head falls as
his victim. It is a fact that for once in his life he had very awkwardly
arranged matters.

There happened a similar thing in 1894 in New York in the center
of which our Mr. Braun stood. Now 1 remember only hazily the de-
tails, but if he desires it 1 Wwill give him more exhaustive information.

Budapest, May 17, 1905.

ALEXANDER HAJOS.

Exuisir No. 22,
BuparEsT, HUNGARY, May 15, 1905.
Hon. BELLAMY STORER,
United States Ambassador and Envoy Pleaipotentiary,
Vienna.

Sir: I have the honor to submit to your conslderation a statement
about the insult, degradation, humiliation, injustice, and unlawful
treatment to which have been subjected by officials of the Royal
Hungarian Government, both In my official and private eapacity, and
Eor w!:ilch 1 ask all such reparation as you may see wise and fit to

emand.

At the outset, however, 1 desire to invite your attention that Inas-
much as most of my evidence I8 of a circumstantial nature, I would
respectfully uest not to use this statement before the foreign office
of the Austro-Hungarian Government or the ministries of the Royual
Hungarian Government, because 1 do not feel warranted to submit my
case to any of the departments of courts of this country neither for
trial nor for in\'estl%ntion, for the reason that the experience I had so
far convinced me fully that I have been singled out as a victim of a
plot and conspiraey by very powerful and unserupulous men, who at
any time could command any number of witnesses and officials who
would be ready to swear my life away.

1 res fully beg to state that I reached the Hungarian border on
April 16, 1905, at Czacsa, Trenczen County, where 1 made a stop of
twenty-four hours for the purpose of investigating the conditions exist-
ing with reference of handling emigrants to the United States by the
representatives of both the Adria Steamship Company and the Fabr-
karten Bureau, the licensed emigrant agents of the Kingdom of Hun-

ry. 1 duly presented myself there by Mr. Bajan, the chief of said
Elrenu at Ciacza, as a United States immigrant official, who told me
that they knew about my cominiz and were expecting me for quite some
time. Mr. Bajan was very anxious to know whither I was going from
Csacza, and after having eatisfied himself that my next stog will be at
the city of Budapest, he sent a telegraphic message to a high official
of the Royal Hungarian ministry of the interior, with whom Mr. Bajan
told me he was in very close connection. I arrived at the city of Buda-

st in the evening of the 17th of April and immediately went to the
Eleotei Hungaria.

April 18 I spent in watching the various depots through which emi-
grants for the United States were bound to pass, and, engaging into
conversations with several of them, I learned many interesting things,
which were to lead me to the investigations with which I had been
intrusted by the Commissioner General of Immigration, and which in-
vestigations necessitated frequent trips from Budapest to country

lnces.

. It took me but two or three days to get suspicious about the mail 1
received at the Hotel Hungaria, and my Busgicion was particularly
aronsed by the fact that almost eve‘:f letter which I recelved stuck to
the envelope inside, 1 have reported my suspicions to Consul-General
Chester and also to you, sir, and on May 2 in a letter which I sent by
way of Berlin to the Commissioner-General of Immigration at Wash-
ington, D, C.,, and I attach herewith for such uses as you may see fit
some evidence. which will convince you beyond the shadow of a doubt
that my mail was systematically opened, and I beg to state here most
emphatically that about the o;;enlng of my mail at least one high ofii-
cial of the royal Hungarian ministry of the interior knew, and also at
least four officials of the royal Ilungarian state police, including two
officials of very high rank. I also know positively that every one of
my letters which 1 received was not only opened, bot also copled and
the coples sent to those higher officials who were so very anxious to
know the contents of mE mail.

I do not sitively know the motives of these unlawful acts, but
some of the local newspapers of Budapest state that certain high offi-

clals of the Royal Hungarian Government considered me a very unde-
sirable visitor because !m::Pen to have the qualification to discover
things which they would not like to see published. 1 do not know how
true or untrue this assertion is, but judging from my experiences of
last year and of two ‘{lenrs ago, and differentiating between the experi-
ences of 190032 and 1904, the assertions made sound very plausible. As
a matter of fact, in my last year's report to the Commissioner-General
of Immigration, I stated that In 1902, and also at my arrival in 1904,
1 was recelved most cordially by the high officials of the Royal Hunga-
rian minlstry of the Interior, but that after a certain report which I
made to Washington had been published both in the United States and
in Hungary I became persona no grata, and all kinds of veiled assertions
were published in the press against the United States Bureau of lmmi-
gration in general and against myself In particular, all of which asser-
tions culminated in the almost open charge that I was In the pay of the
stenmship trust, but more particularly in the pay of the German lines.

Besides the opening of my mail, which I established beyond the
shadow of a doubt, 1 also established the fact that I was constantly
shadowed by detectives, and 1 told you, at my last visit to Vienna,
also of this faet; but 1 have also st least one witness for this shadow-
ing in the persom of Miss Lillian Kidat, whose affidavit I also submit
herewith. From the attached copy of my report of May 2, to Com-
missioner-General Sargent and the copy of a letter of May 8, addressed
to the private residence of Mr. F. H. Larned, the chief clerk of the
Bureau of Immigration, at Washington, you may noctice that 1 pre-
pared a trap for the “ gentleman™ who committed the crime of
opening my letters, which, according to the laws of all countries,
international treaties, and also according to the laws of Hungary, is a
felony, punishable by State prison. I do not know whether the trap
would have succeeded or not, but when I caught in the afternoon of
May 8 Detective Hugo Kalmar tampering with my hotel mall box,
looking over the slip, cards, and messages that had been placed there,
I thought that there was no necessity for any further evidence, and in
my, what I believed to be justified indignation, I jumped at him, and
in plain words told him that if I caught him again tampering with
my mail box T would knock him down, although I was aware of the
fact that he was a detective who had been shadowing me. Kalmar
told me right then and there that he did not know me, that I must
be suffering from *‘ persecution mania,” that he had never shadowed
me, nor tampered with my mail box; that he was looking for his
key, and as a proof that this was so he asked me for my name,

I publicly denounced both the detective and the hotel l;!eople for the
outrage committed, and telegraphed to you. Now, what happens next.
Fully thirty hours after the incident described above I am served
with a summons to np?ear the next day at 10 o'clock In the morning
before the police captain of the fourth district to answer to a charge
of misdemeanor. After the receipt of this summons [ called upon
Consul-General Frank Dyer Chester, to whom 1 also had reported the
incident of the day before, asking his advice, and he came to the con-
clusion that the best thing we could do was to call the next morning,

rior to the hour set for mg n[:penra.nce at the fourth district, on Chief
tudnal. 1 do not know whether Mr. Chester has reported to you this
interview, but I assure you that it drove the blood of shame and hu-
milintion into my face. Mr. Rudnal spoke to the consul-general of the
United States in a rather rude and disrespectful manner, denled any
knowledge of any orders given to anybody to shadow me, and to open
my mall, at the same time refusing, however, to call the chief of the
detective bureau for the information desired by Mr. Chester.

On this ocecaslon Mr. Rudnai told me also In a very sarcastic manner
that only His Majesty could pardon me, to which I replied that 1 had
not called to ask for any pardon, but that I took grateful notice of his
statement that 1 was already convicted before trial. Mr. Rudnai sug-
gested that I should consider myself very lucky that I had not been
arrested immediate[s' at the time when I insulted a member of the
Hoyal state police force, a thing whiech surely would have happened
if a Hungarian would have done the same thlnq in the United States.
Mr. Rudnai also very frequemlf suggested that 1 should prefer charges
against Detective Kalmar, but I refused to enter into that trap.

I asked Consul-General Chester to accompany me to the captain of
the fourth district, where my trial was to take place, but he refused,
and 1 attended the trial all alone. 1 first protested against the whole

proceeding, but was overruled. Kalmar denled of having tampered
with my mail or having ever shadowed me. I admitted the incrimi-
nating expression, “ If I catch you tampering again with my mail, 'l

knock you down, although I knmow that you are a detective.” This
would have not necessitated any further witnesses, but Kalmar insisted
that the portier, the chief of reception, and the head waiter should be
called. The three of them testified that they heard what I said, but
not one of them saw Kalmar tamper with my mail. I was fined 50
crowns, which I paid under appeal and protest, and then started the
official campaign against me, which I will prove to you personally was
arranged and . instigated by very high Government officials.

A few words now about my alleged bad record: I declare to you, sir,
most solemnly and emphatically, that there is not a single black spot
in my career. I have never commifted any wrong; have never been
charged before any court or magistrate with any crime, felony, or
misdemeanor, and the alleged wrongdoings which are attributed to me
were char against me before no less a personage than President
Roosevelt, and, to wit, in 1899, when he was governor of New York
State. These charges were investigated and at that time by the then
governor and dismissed as base slanders and- libels. The fact that
these libelous statements are brought up here convinces me, heyond the
shadow of a doubt, that the conspiracy against me was instignted by
the Hungarian Government offieials, because at that time they also
emanated from the same sources, and, to wit, the Austro-Hungarian
consulate-general of New York City.

In conclusion I beg to state that when I became a citizen of the
United States, in the {gar 1897, 1 duly made application to the Hun-
garian Government to released from the Hungarian State as its sub-
ject. I recelved the documents and they in themselves are prima facie
evidence that there could have been no charge against me of any sort
and that I dild not even owe one florin taxes, because even for that they
would refuse any Hungarian subject the release from the State sub-
{ugatﬁon. I further be§ to_invite your kind attention that ever since

have emigrated to the United States 1 have been eleven times in
Budapest, now, for the third time, on official business, and formerly
on business for American newspapers 1 had connections with. During
my eleven visits I was in touch with I'remier Ministers Wekerle, BaniTy,
Szell, and Tisza, and other ofliclals, and on every one of my visits the
local newsFapers took due notice of my presence and wrote more or
less complimentary articles about their patriotic fellow-Hungarian in
America.
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Therefore 1 respectfully submit that nobody had any right to look
upon me as a suspiclous person, and certainly nobody had any right to
tamper with my mail,
MArCcUS BRATN,

Respectfully,
A United Btates Immigrant Inspector,
Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington, D. O.

Loxpox, June 13, 1905.
Hon. FrAXE . SARGENT,
Commissioner-General of Immigration,
Department of Commerce and Labor, Waghington, D. C.

Bir: In my letter, dated Hamburg, June 8, I reported to you the fact
that since, under the instruction of the Secretary of the Department of
Commerce and Labor, 1 left the jurisdiction of Austria-Hungary, several
apparently Inspired newspaper articles appeared, which were of a very
ﬁﬁ;}um nature to both my person and the mission to which you de-

me.

I referred particularly to a long article of the Vienna Deutsches
Volksblatt of June 1, 1905, about which article I have since learned
from positive and authoritative sources that it was inspired by the
Vienna foreign office. I beg to submit sald article herewith In a full
and literal translation :

“THRE MARCUS BRAUN AFFAIR.

* Yesterday Hungarian semi-official newspapers published an ap-
parently inspired statement, In which it was sta that it was ex-
tremely wrong, on the part of a Hungarian police official, to enter into
a newspaper polemle with an official of the American Government and
attack his personal honor. The statement goes on to say that the
official in question has been recalled from I-Iu.n]gnry. We would, be per-
fectly satisfied with this notice, which definitely takes the unimportant
Marcus Draun affair to the diplomatie grave, and would not further
bother about it were it not for the fact that on its surface are some
symptomic characteristics. Characteristic with respect of the Ameri-
can Government In the way of selecting their offi , and character-
istic of the Hungarian chanvinistic press’' attitude when there are con-
flicts with foreign countries.

* Mareus Braun, a Hungarian Jew, who absconded from hils native
land in 1801 because there was an order of arrest out against him
for swindling; who, in the same year, stole 70 marks from the Hun-
garian Ald Boclety, and who made this damage good only a few weeks
ago, and who, according to the statements of one Horvath, stole from

e latter furs, which theft he admitted. This DBraun, who gained
among the Americanized Hungarians of New York influence and posi-
tion, and who at the governor’s election of Mr. Roosevelt, and also
at the Presidential elections of 1900 and 1904, delivered the natural-
ized Huongarian votes to the Republiecan party, was intrusted by his
friend Roosevelt with the misslon to stu g the conditions of emigra-
tion from central and eastern Europe, and to report about it. It is
not surprising that this piece of news touched Hungary very unpleas-
antly. DBraun had similar missions already in 1903 and 1904, and
his reports contained veiled attacks agalnst a Hungarian emigration

licy. He was known from the beginning to be a sworn enemy of
he agreement between the Hungarlan Government and the Cunard
Line, and he frequently openly expressed himself so. Whether the
fnsinoation is true ‘that Iraun was Dbribed by the North Atlantic
steamship trust, for the purpose of compromising the Cuonard Line
in the United States, and whether the deportation en masse of Hun-
garlan cltizens, who arrived from Finme at New York, and there were
not permitted to land, have been due to the lying suggestions of
Pn;‘tlm, can not be positively established, because concrete proofs are
acking.

“Put the mise en scene of his mission was sufficient ground for
Budapest to be on the lookout. Braun's trip was not announced offi-
cially from America; he himself did not present himself at the Hun-
garian ministry and other authorities, and as soon as he arrlved he
gave out interviews containing rank lies and, among other things,
praised Canada into heaven as the land where people should emi-

te to.

. The Hungarian Government, instead of declaring most categorically
at Washington that they would not tolerate in I_-lum{mr an individuoal
against whom orders of arrests were ouf, and instead of protesting
ngalnst the sending of a former Hungarian in an official mission, pre-
ferred to have Braun watched by the lice. Detective Kalmar, who
was intrusted with this, thought that it was also his duty to control
Braun's malil and was caught In the act at the ITotel Hungaria. And
now started the scandal. Braun complained to the Qollce, to the
American consul-general at Budapest, to the embassy at Viennn, to the
Federal Government at Washington, and to the editors of the Budapest
press.  All papers of the 1848 Par{i and the Jew papers of this side
of the Leitha took the persecuted Braun's part, he latter and De-
tective Kalmar diligently published interviews—Ealmar exposing Braun’s
past, who answered by threatening with American war vessels. The
affair looked as if it would develop into an international conflict, when
diplomaey took a hand, and, thanks to the correct and tact-showing
behavior of the American ambassador, Mr, Bellamy Storer, a satisfyin

golutlon for both partles was found in the above-mentioned semlofficia
statement.

“ Now the quarrel is settled. PBraun has left Hungarr and probably
will not 80 soon go there agaln. It i3 now timely to establish the respon-
sibility for- each and every one of the Interested parties. That the
Hungarlan. authorities have made a mistake has been stated already,
but the procedure of the Washington Cabinet is also not beyond criti-
cism. he sending of a naturallzed forélgner into his mnative country
on an official mission shows lack of tact. We only remind of the at
that time much bespoken case of the Szech Consul Jonas, who, in the

ear 18035, was n]ih inted American consul at Prague, but whom Count

alnokf refused hls exequator. It shows also lack of respect to send
an Individual with a tainted ]3151: on an official errand abroad. It
being stated that Braun's record was submiited to a * commission of
honor,” and that only after having been exonerated bf sald commission
he got his appolntment. This may be true, but it will not be sible
to spare that commission the reproach of lack of thoroughness, because
n confidential inquiry at Vienna and Budapest wounld have been suffi-
clent to establish the fact of orders of arrest being out. Finally, the
mistake was made by the Amerlcan Government not to notify officially
the sending of Braun, The gecret mis en seene of his misslon must
have so much more palned In Hungary, being that the Hungnrian
Governmelnt nets Opf.‘n?y in guestions of emigration and has nothing
to conceal.

- While the action of the American Government Is to be criticised,
the attltude of the Hungarian press must be condemned. Out of sheer

hatred against Count Tisza theg made Braun a victim of police autoc-
racy. They forgot that it was he who in 1902 started the fight against
the flag which was sent by the Hungarian Natlonal Association. It
was overlooked that Braun's ultimatum is to hurt the Interests of
Finme; that he enticed to emigration to Canada. No credence was
ﬁlven fo the detective about bench warrants, theft, and swindle, while
iraun’s insinuated threats about the appearance of an American man-
of-war were ame?ted with great comfort. That an outbreak of a con-
fliet with ths United States would be suffered all over Hungary; that
a diplomatic defeat of Count Tisza also means a humiiiation of Hun-
gery, seem to have been immaterial to those gentlemen, who always
cla‘ m that they are the speaking tube of the will of the nftion,

‘We herewith take leave of Marcus Braun, and hope we never will
hear of him agaln. It is sald that he will go first to ?fe‘rlin, and then,
in pursuance of his mission to Russia and Roumania. We wish him bon
veyage. May he, in the circles of Missler, Falck, and Ballin, think about
it how he can make the powers at Washington believe that via Fiume
only criminals like himself, while via Hamburg and Bremen only angels
emigrate to America. For Russia and Amerlca [this is evi ently a
m!sPrint, and should mean Roumania] we give him by all means the
adyice to show more tact than at Budapest. It may be that in St. De-
tersburg and Bucharest he will be received politel splte of his ante-
cedents. But these countries belng less friendly to Jews, he raons
the risk to be ex?elled at the least seandal, and perhaps meanwhile
Mr. Roosevelt will have arrived at the conclusion that Braun is not
worth the coals of a man-of-war.”

This article is not only full of maliclous libels and falsehoods, but
it shows also stn?lditr. I will not arrogate myself the right to com-
ment on_ those nts as mng relate to the doings or nondoings of the
United States Government, but I believe It Is not only my right, but
also my duty to stand up and fight for my personal honor, which now
for the {)ast five weeks continuously is ruthlessly, mallclously, and
without the slightest foundation, being assailed. T feel that 1 have
to make a statement less my silence might be construed as an admission
that I may have committed some wrong before emigrating to America,
and that I now feel covered under the protection of American citizen-
ship and the always convenlent statute of limitation, which the laws
of most countries guaraniee, excepting In cases of murder and for the
go-called * military crimes.'

I beg to submit that I finished the compulsory military service of
my native land In May, 1890. It took me fully two years of work
before I could save enough money to to Amerlea with., where I
landed In June, 1892, TUnder the laws of Hungary I was still a soldfer
in the reserve, and the striet rules required that I conld not leave
without first obtaining permission from both the military and elvil
authorities of Ilungnr‘y. I applled for such permission and obtained
the same, which fact is duly entered in my military book, which is in
my possession, In my desk at my New York residence.

Before permission is given to anyone to leave the country, particu-
larl{ to leave for Amerlea, a diligent search Is made by the police and
civil authorities whether or mot there la any process pending against
the applicant, or whether there are any arrears for taxes. §ow, ean
}"ou concelve the idea that I would have received such permission were

under some charge at that time? But 1 go one step further, lest
the [dea may suggest Iiself that my alleged wrongdoings had been dis-
covered after I had obtained my papers and left.

The rules of military men In the reserve require that whenever
they go abroad they must report to the nearest Austro-Hungarian con-
sulate of the place where they stay for more than two weeks. In
obeyance of sald rule, I reported within two weeks after my arrival in
New York to the Austro-Hungarlan consul-general of that cit{, which
fact is also entered In my military book. Soon after my acrival at New
York I accepted a position with the Frame manufacturing firm, of which
Mr. Vietor Wellisch, of 123 SBecond avenue, New York, was the manager,
n;u! who may be in a position to give information about my bekavior,
ete.

In October, 1892, T entered the services of the Austro-Hungarian

Gazette, of which Mr. David Schnitzer, who at g)resent resldes at
Chicago, Ill., was the publisher., In November of the sime year !
Marcas Schnitzer, of 13 Park Row, New York, Lecame part owner of
the paper, and under his management I continued to work as reporter.
At the end of December, 1802, T was engaged by Mr. Herman Alex-
ander, at that time managing editor of the German Herald, also as a
reporter. Mr. Alexander Is at present the editor and publisher of
Das Echo nnd the Plattdeutsche Post, both published in New York
Clty. At that time I commenced also to work up local news items for
English papers, such as the New York Herald, the New York World,
amf once in a while also for the New York Sun.
1801, the New York German Herald sent
me to Chicago as it speclal World's Fair correspondent. There I ac-
cepted also a position as press agent for the * Old Viennn" Company
at the Midway Plaisance, and In August of the same yvear T became the
correspondence of the German edition of the New York Journal.

In that capacity I exposed the crooked transactions of Idr. Anton
von Talitschek, consul-general for Austrla-Hungary at XNew York,
and Austrian commissioner to the World's Columblan Exposltion.
Already at that time the Austro-Hungarian Government anthorities
were ransacking all the records of the world for the purpose to find
some damaging evidence against me, whereby my exposures of their
hizh officlal could be discredited. Thelr trouble was of no avail. The
evidence I gathered against Dr. Anton von Palitschek was of such dam-
aging nature, that the Vienna Government was compelled to reecall
him : he wns subsequently arrested at Vienna, charged with embezzle-
ment and other crimes, and was found gullty befora a jury. DBut, being
that the Austrian law requires at least two-thirds of the jarors for or
against conviction, and in Palitschek’s case the jury stood only seven
for to five agalnst conviction, he could not be sentenced and simply was
dismissed from the Government service.

1 continued in the service of Das Morgen Journal as reporter, and
in April, 1894, I made my first trip to Europe. I was at lenst threa
weeks In Budapest, and duly reported to the anthorities as prescribed
by Iaw, and this fact Is also entered in my milltary book., During my
s{ay at Budapest I interviewed the then prime minister of Hungary,
Mr. Wekerle, to whom I was presented by Mr. Edward P, T. Hammond,
T/nited States consul at Budapest. The IHungarian newspapers at that
time reported that faet fully, and there again the police failed to appre-
hend me if I were wanted, as it is being stated now by ofliclal state-
ments from the Hungarian Government,

In June, 1895, the New York Journal and Das Morgen Journal sent
me as special correspondent to the celebration connected with the open-
ing of the Baltic Canal at Klel. Germany. I was then newly married,
and took my wife with me After finishing my work in Germany I
went with Mrs. Braun to Budapest, Hungary, and remained there till

At abont the end of April
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August of the same year. I again reported to the authorities, and it
was again entered in my Dbook. 1 had at that time also a long inter-
view with the then Prime Minister Banffy, who was \-erE anxions to
find out all abont the status of Hungarians in Ameriea, he having heard
that I had started proceedings against the naturalization clerk of the

supreme court of New York, beeause he refused to state on my * first
papers ' that I was a Hungarian, and insisted on putting me down as
an Austrian. Iremier Banffy and the entire Hungarian press praised

me at that time sky high for having made such a patriotic fight for the
recognition of Hungary In the United States.

In January, 1806, 1 started with the publication of a monthly
magazine, printed in the English language, entitled the “ Hungarian
American.” In the month of April, 1896, I was sent by the New
York Werld to Budapest as special correspondent to the millennial cele-
bration of Hungary. 1 remained in Budapest from April 20, 1896,
till June 25 of the same year, again reported to the authorities, and
have it entered in my military book, and at that time I had a ** scrap”
with the directors of the Millennial Exposition and the minister of
commerce, because they refused to pay by services which I rendered as

ress agent for the exposition in America, and for which I held a con-
ract from the Hungariaon Government, given to me by the Austro-
Hungarian consul at New York, Baron Leonhardl. I placed the mat-
ter in the hands of a Budapest lawyer. The Hungarian Government
had me attacked in one of their official papers, but subsequently settled
my claim out of court. .

A libel suit which I brought at that time against the officlal organ
of the government I withdrew upon the advice of my lawyer, 'be'
canse he informed me that Francis Stockinger, consul-general at New
York, together with a lawyer by the name of Ignatius Weltner, John
Nyirl, and a number of other mar:;mmi had sent statements about me to
the court at Budapest, which on their face bore the stamp of fabrica-
tion and were absolutely illegal and Inadmissible under the law, but
mly- lawyer was afrald that the court under certain pressure might ad-
mit those statements and hearsay storles as evidence, and thereby lose
my case. My lawyer concinded hy saying that inasmuch as the Hun-
garian Government has settled my claim, thereby acknowledging that
I was right, it was sufficlent moral satisfaction for my not pressing the
libel suit any further.

Having in the meantime, to wit, in June, 1807, become a citizen
of the United States, and belng aware that Consul-General Stockinger,
with his satellites; continned to blackgunard me, I wrote to the Btate
Department at Washington, Inquiring what remedy I, as an American
citizen, would have against the Austro-Hungarian consul-general, who
was eonspiring against me, and who interfered with my constitutional
right of making a living. The State Department wrote in answer that
Mr. Stockinger was just as much subject to the laws of New York
State as any other resident, whereupon 1 got a hold of him upon the
street and told him In plain English words that if he was not going
to stop his blackguardism 1 would either have him arrested or else
give him a sound thrashing.

At that time I also made application to the Hungarian Government
{o be released froin the bonds of that State, having become an Amer-
fcan citizen., After a long wait, 1 believe In the month of January,
1808, I received documents dated Budapest, December 3, 1807, and
connisting of transeripts from the civil, military, and criminal aunthor-
ities of Hungary, stating that none of them had any claim ngainst me—
in other words, showing an absolutely clean record.

In 1899, and, to be more correct, in the month of May in that year,
I, as president of the Hungarian Republican Club of the city of New
York, arranged a banquet, to which the President, at that time gov-
ernor of New York State, had accepted an invitatjon. A few days
before the banquet Mr. Roosevelt received a letter from the afore-
mentioned Ignatinus Weltner, warning him not to go to that banguet
Lecaunse the man at the head of the organization giving the banguet,
meaning me, was a fugltive from justice from Europe, a criminal, and
genernl bad character. Governor Roosevelt found that letter some-
what pecyliar, and had the charges contained therein investigated by
Supreme Court Justice Blanchard, Capt. ¥. Norton Goddard, and Mr.
George R. Manchester,

T'he accusations made by Weltner could not be substantiated by him,
and rel'ervinﬁ the Investigating committee to the Austro-Hungarian
consulate, where Weltner clalmed that the documents about my bad
record conld Le inspected, the committee found from the then acting
consul-general for Auvstria-Hungary, Mr. Freyersleben, that there was
not an fota of truth in Mr. Weltner's statement. Consul-General
Stockinger had in the meantime heen recalled from New York on
necount of seandalous behavior at the time of the death of Empress
Elizabeth, of Auvstria-Hungary, and it was I who committed that erime
of exposing his behavior.

Governor Roosevelt attended the banguet, and then and there ac-
cepted an iInvitation for the banquet of the Hungarian Republican
Club gf-d the Ciy of New York for the following year, and whieh he also
atten .

In the years 18090, 1001, and 1902 I also visited Hungary. Of course
I was persona Ingrata with the powers of Vienna and Buda t, they
having received so many reports from the consul-general of New York
as to what a holy terror I am. The most unpardonable sin I could
commit in the eyes of these Reople was the Americanizing of “ their
subjects " and * their colonies.

At this instance I desire to plead guilty to the only true charge con-
tained in the above translated article of the Vienna Deutsches Volks-
biatt. I refer to the charge which says that it was me who, in 1902,
made a fight agzainst that Hungarian flag which was sent over for the
purpose of keeping the Hungerians of the United States in loyalty to
their fatherland. There was quite a turmoil about that flag, and upon
the President’s request 1 made a report about it, which report was
transmitted by the I'resident to the State Department, from where I
received also a letter of thanks and acknowledgment. At this time the
question seems opportune. From where did the Deutsches Volksblatt
et the information about this flag affair, if not from official sources
rom Vienna? Or where from should they have known the affair of
Consul Jonas, if not from the Vienna foreign office ?

When, in March, 1903, 1 was appointed special Immigrant inspector,
official Austria-Ilungary on both eides of the Atlantic tried to win me
over, All kinds of inducements were offered to me to join organiza-
tions In New York which are under the protection of the Austro-Hun-
garian consul-general. 1 reported to fou ast year the fact how Messrs.
Selley and Kaltenbrunn, the councllors of the ministeries of inte-
Hungarian home at New York. During my official trip of 1903 I was
received by Prime Minister Szell at Budapest and Prime Minister
Koerbe= at Viennn. I had interviews lasting for hours with Aessrs.
Selley and Kaltenbrunn, the councilors of the ministries of inte-
rior of Austrla and Hungary, respectively. Both gentlemen gave me

evidences against steamship agents, which I used as exhibits in my
report to you in the year 1903.

.ast year I again called on both aforementioned gentlemen, and 1 had
lengthy interviews not only with them, but with I'rime Minister
Tisza. To my knowledge the American Government had neither in 1003
nor in 1904 officially apprised the Governments of Austria and Hungary
of my mission, nor have these two Governments objected to my person
because of a tainted past or because of the fact that I am a Tormer
Hungarian. 1 only became objectionable when in the performance of
my sworn duty I reported facts to the Bureau which these Governments
would have liked to be unknown. And now the slllf’ diplomatie repre-
sentation is made that my coming was not officially announced from
America, and that a naturalized citizen of Hungarian birth ought not
to be sent on official missions to Austrln—}lungarg. 3

As far as the silly charge is concerned that I have been bribed by the
steamship companies of the North Atlantic trust, or by their agents, I
can safely dismiss the same by simply pointing to mjl‘ reports, which are
in your possession, and for the refutation of the lylng statements that
I gave out Interviews entlcing to emigration to Canada, and God knows
w ?l else, 1 beg to attach hereto the only interview to which I con-
sented and which appeared in the Budapest Magyar Blrla? and the
Kivandorlasi Ertesito of April 30, 1905, and which was in answer
to the following five questions :

“ What is the purpose of your present trip?"

“Do the United Btates diseriminate between emigrants from the va-
rlous European countries? "

“1s the attitude of the immigration authorities alike toward all the
steamship companies? ™

* The newspapers wrote a good deal about proposed restrictlve meas-
ures in the American immigration laws. What is true about it?"”

“Would you recommend the Hungarians should emigrate to Canada
in preference to the United States?™

The Kivandorlasl Ertesito |£lrl|1l:ed my answer in Hungarian and in
bad English, and from its contents you may see for yonrself whether I
said anything objectionable, except to such people who wanted to con-
tinue to dump the senm of humﬂnlti onto our country. All other re-
ported interviews with me are falsehoods. Before the scandal became
public at Budapest I only gave out the inclosed statement, and after
that time I positively refused to make any other statement than that of
baving placed the entire matter into the hands of my Government, and
consequently could say nothing for publication. It is true that any
number of people called on me and of whom I know that they were sent
for the purpose of getting me to say things which the Hungarian Gov-
gﬁmtm;nt cquld use as a weapon agalnst me, but I refused to enter into

at trap.

There is one redeeming feature about the article of the Vienna
Deutsches Volksblatt. The fact is acknowledged that I was shadowed
by order of the Hungarian Government, and that my mall was tampered
with. At the trial at which I was fined 50 crowns, Detective Kalmar
most emphatically denied of ever having seen me before I attacked
him. or of having tampered with my mall. Chief Rudpay, of the
Budapest police, also made a statement to Consul-General Chester that
never any orders had been issued to watch me. The day following,
however, he gave out an official statement that I was an obaoxious
foreigner, ete.

It seems that the Hungarian Government belleves in the Latin say-
ing * Semper aliguid haeret,” or. in plain Enelish words, * Just throw
‘plenty of mud: something will stick.” And there i8 no question about
t that in those countries like Russia, Italy, Roumania, Greece, Monte-
negro, ete. I can not at present make any investigations without ex-
posing myself to insults and officlal hindrances. After full satisfaction
will be given for the Insult, injury, and humillation to which 1 was
subjected, 1 can safely go to these countries, and therefore I beg to
reiterate that my further stay in Burope is of little or no use for the
time being, and once more earnestly and respectfully I ask for permis-
sion to return to America. 1 also beg to repeat that I am in ill health
in consequence of the ordeal, and for the last five weeks I am under
continuous medical treatment.

Respectfully, MARCUS BRAUN.

[Copy.]1

NEW YoORK, July 13, 1905.
His Excellency THEODORE ROOSEVELT,
President of the United States,
Oyster Bay, N, Y.

Mpr. PrEsipexT: I am writing this memorandum upon the advice of
Mr. Loeb, whom I saw twice since my return from FEurope, and to
whom 1 complained most bitterly about the outrageous way 1 have
been treated abroad while doing my duty as an officer of this Govern-
ment, and I still more bitterly complain about the way the American
representative abroad and the Department of State at Washington
have taken up my case, or rather, to correct myself, have disposed

f it.

Mr. President, I have secured such an abundance of evidence and
submitted the same to the Hon. Bellamy Storer, American amlassador
at Vienna, Austria, that It would have been enough not only to obtain
the most sweeping satisfaction for both the American Government
and myself, but It positively would have Deen Instrumental to ridicule
the diplomney of Auamn-rfnugm?v before the whole world. It seems,
however, that the ambassador did not use the evidence 1 have sub-
mitted to him, but, on the contrary, must have made such reports to
the Department of State at \\'ashinzton that the said Department
seemed to feel justified to consider my case as a closed incident, as I
am informed in a letter, of which the following is a true copy :

DEPARTMENT 0F STATE,
Washington, July 10, 1905.
Mancus BravN, Esq,
78 Sccond Avenue, New York, N. Y.

Sir: I have your letter of July 9, asking the “ present status' of
your case against the Hungarian Government, and I beg to Inform you
that, after reading the correspondence In relation to the matter, I {ind
that it is considered by the Department as a closed incident.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
HEeeperT II. ). PEIRCE,
Third Assistant Secrctary.

I have not seen the correspondence between the foreign office at
Vienna, the American ambassador, and the State Department at Wash-
ington, but judging from the hilarious joy exKl'eﬂsed Ly persons af this
city who are in close connection with the Austro-Ilungarian Govern-
.ment, 1 know this, that they claim a great diplomatic victory over the
. United States, If they actually did secure such a victory, Mr. Presi-
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dent, then allow me to state that the American ambassador, and
throngh him the Department of State, were deceived by the Austro-
Hungarian Government in such a shameful manner that If universally
known, our American diplomacy would be held up to the ridicule of
the entire world.

I understand that Ambassador Btorer reported to the State Depart-
ment that while it was true that I was treated outrageously, yet it
seems that the clalm of the Austro-Hungarian Government Is justified ;
that I had a bad record; that 1 showed lack of discretion; that I was
an enemy to Hungary; that I was an agent for foreign steamship com-
panies and that I joined with the deputies of the opposition party to
embarrass and defeat the Hungarian Government. In addition to
this, I understand that the claim was advanced that it was very
unkind on the part of the American Government to send a native Hun-
garian who expatriated himself and became an Amerlcan citizen, on a
mission which was very embarrassing to the Hungarian Government: *

As to the first charge, I respectfully invite attention to the inclosed
copy of my statement sent to tne Commissioner-General of Immigration,
for the substantintion of which I hold official documents. This state-
ment I also submitted to Ambassador Storer, but I understand it never
reached the State Department.

Other documents were procured by Dr. Frank Dyer Chester, consul-
general of the United States at Budapest, and were offered by him to
Ambassador Btorer, but the ambassador suggested that he should simply
keep them in his safe at Budapest. Doctor Chester also offered to make
an affidavit before the ambassador, setting forth an interview which
he had with a state detective at Budapest, Hungary, and who solemnly
declared before him that he had assisted the detective whom I caught
tampering with my mail, in copying out my letters at police headquar-
ters, and that the orders for that were given by the ministry of in-
terior, and that all this was done for the purpose of making my further
stay in Hunfao{ly as an investigator impossible. To this also the am-
hassador replied that it was not uecessarr and of very little use, since
we were not in a position to disclose the (!eutit?' of the official, because
he would lose his position and possibly be punished besides for giving
away state secrets.

3 § uested Consul-General Chester to make an independent report,
with which request I believe he comg;]led, but at the Bureau of Immi-

tion at Washington I was told that nmothing was heard, and there-
ore 1 take the llberty to inclose herewith for your perusal authenticated
translations of certain documents issued by the Hungarian ministry of
interior, by the royal criminal court of justice at Budapest, by the
conncil of the eapital and residence city of Budapest, and the mlnistrg'
of national defense at Budapest. These documents were issued in 159
upon my petition to be discharged from all further bondage of the Hun-
garian authorities at the time when I became a citizen of the United
States, and on its face shows that I must have had an absolutely clean
record in every respect, otherwise such documents could not have been
issued. As a matter of fact, the Hungarian Government does not
accuse me of having ever done angthlng wrong In my native land, hut
simply claim that I was a very bad man while abroad. In their official
attacks made upon my character they stated, for instance, that I have
been a curse to the Hungarians in America. that I blackgnarded and
blackmailed them, and that I stole from one Horvath, in New York, furs
and a gold watch, between the years 1896 and 1898, and that a descent
was made at my house and those goods seized on that oceasion.

Another of my alleged misdoings Is that I was the treasurer of the
Hungarian Rellef Soclety, at Munich, Germany, sometime between 18200
and 1891, and that I robbed that soclety to the aggregate amount of
70 marks (about $16.10), for which alleged crime they have nothing
else to show but a letter. This ridiculous charge was made against me
already nine {ears ago, and If I am not mistaken, was made also to you,
Mr. President, in the spring of 1809, when you were kind enongh, as
governor of this State, to accept the invitation of the Hungarian Re-
H‘ub“mu Club of New York to dine with us at the Café ulevard.

his charge emanated, as you will probably remember, also from the
Austro-Hungarian Government, and was made one Ignatius Weltner,
attorney for the Austro-Hungarian consulate in New York.

I hope you will remember, Mr. President, that you had these charges
Investigated by the late Capt. F. Norton Goddard, SBupreme Court
Justice Blanchard, and one or two other gentlemen, who found this
charge and all other charges made at the same time, to be false and
not substantiated by anything. This ridiculous char%e was brought up
against me for the first time in 1886, when I had made a claim against
the Hungarian Government for services rendered as press agent, and
which was used at that time as an excuse why they should not Emy me.
At that time I sued the Hungarian Government, and my claim was
subsequently settled out of court, but I took also Erecautlon to pro-
cure from the Hungarian Relief Soclety, at Munich, a document, an
anthenticated translation of which I Inclose herewith, showing that the
accusation Is nothing but a base slander. B8till It seems that the
American ambassador at Vienna accepted the statement of the foreign
office at Vienna without asking for any proofs.

As far as the charge is concerned that I showed lack of discretion
I have to say but so much—that for fully three weeks I was aware of
the fact that my maill was constantly opened by the Hungarian Gov-
ernment, that a detective shadowed me at all times, and that I knew
of the existence of a scheme to put up a job on me, and I never said a
complaining word to anybody in that country, except to the consul-
general at Buodapest and the ambassador at Vienna, and only when I
caught the state detective, Kalmar, red-handed, tampering with my
mail, that I gave vent to my feelings. If that is lack of discretion,
Mr. President, then I always want to be indiscreet.

The ITungarian Government tried all kinds of schemes to Involve

- me into some trouble; they went even to the extent to try the badger
ame on me, by sen&ing young women into my room at the Hotel
fiun ria at Budapest, but I refused to bite. I was hesleg)ed day after
day by newspaper men for statements, which I refused muke, and
they were particularly anxious to get me to criticise the policies of
the Hungarian Government, but all of which was of no avail. I was
conxed to visit the Opposition Deputles of the Hungarian Parliament,
which I refused to do. I not even went to see Count Apponyi, whereas
common courtesy would have required it that I should pay m{: respects
to the distingulshed statesman who is such a great friend of the United
States, and who wrote to me such a beauntiful letter on the occasion
of the Hungarian Republican Club banquet on February 14, which you,
Mr. President, graced by your presence.
As far as to the charge that I am an enemy of Hungary, I call upon
our testimony, Mr. President. You have honored me qguite often to
1k to me about Hungary, Hun ians, and their affairs, and vou will
best know my feelings toward the country of my nativity, and, as far
as the charge is concerned that I am an agent for ﬂteamshi]i companiess
I simply point to the various reports 1 have made since I am Igstheg

Government service. They show conclusively how mu
I must be for steamship companies. ¥ I Y s
Of course, it is not within my province to discuss that feature of
the grievance of the Austro-Hungarian Government that it Is unkind
to send a native Hungarian on missions like the one I was sent, but,
as a layman, I respectfully beg to submit that it would be a very unfor-
tunate precedent for this country to sustain such objections. 1 did not
go to -ungu.?' in any diplomatie ca;gae!ty. I look upon my mission
as the work of an expert, whose dutly it is to observe conditions and to
report on them, but even admltt[g that the eclalm of the Aunstro-
Hungarian Government was justified, why were not those objections
ralsed two years m:oil when I came to Hungary in the same capacity,
and why were not those objections raised last year? And, if every-
thing is admitted, If I really was an obnoxions man with a eriminal
record and all other bad things that are said about me—even then,
according to my conception, the Austro-Hungarian Government was
wrong In the extreme, because their business would have been to simply
%en ;piqngin}t Er:};ﬁ 1:) the Ametniic%n ?ml'orrlnauent. and not enter into
ar
cn}nte “ds"“fodi : comparatively Insignificant officer and thereby
n order rove to you, Mr. President, that I was not always ob-
Jectionable to &e Government of my native couniry, I Inclose hegew‘lth
an authenticated translation from a letter of recommendation, slgned
in 1806 by Baron Leonhardi, the then Austro-Hungarian consul of New
York, and I inclose also a 9El‘lmed envelope from the dlrectors of the
Millennial Exhibition of 1866 (gotten up by the Hungarian Government
in celebration of the one thousandth anniversary of Hungary's ex-
istence as a State), and which will show that I was good enough for
them at that time to propnﬁnte their affair In the United States; but I
became obnoxious to the Hungarian Government soon thereafter, be-
cause it was reported to them that I was very successful in American-
izing the Hungarians so ourninfin the United States, and that is a great
crime In the eyes of the gentlemen who are not able to create condi-
tions in their r:onntl;y that would enable people to make a living there.
The greatest crime I committed, in the eyes of these people, is that I
was fortunate enough to have you, Mr. Fresident, recognize the Amer-
Itinenhf\!rtllqz:&s of Hungarian birth, and honor them with your presence at
I hope you will pardon this lengthy memoranda, but T feel that T owe
that to myself, my fnml!g. and to my fellow-citizens that I should in-
sist upon a complete vindication. ¥y ongr stock in trade is my good
name, I declare most solemnly, Mr. President, that I have never done,
knowing?, anything wrong in my life. I always was a hard-working
man, and I was always a very poor man. I am still hard working,
and I am very far from being well off. Of course I have always known
how to make my living, and to support my family, and as long as
Providence will keep me in good health, I" purpose to do the same
thing. And therefore, Mr. President, I hope youn will admit that I
would not be worth my salt if I would not stand up and fight for my
rights. I have been most outrageously subjected to the greatest indig-
nities, and I appeal to you, Mr. President, that you should not allow
this Incident to be regarded as “ closed,” as I have been informed by
your Dagrtment of State from Washington.
pectfully, MArRcUS BRAUN,
78 Becond avenue.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 26, 1906,
Mircrs BraUw, Esq.,
78 Becond avenue, New York City.

Smr: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum or
brief, dated the 21st ultimo, with refemmpto HDI’!'SG Document No, 482,
Fifty-ninth Congress, first session, in the matter of Marcus Braun, and
to saaltlhat it is the opinion of the Department, in view of all the cir-
cumstances of the case, that it wonld be inexpedient to reopen the ques-
tion so_elaborately discussed In your brief on file in the Department.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
Brinu RoorT.

[Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH addressed the committee. See
Appendix.]

The CHATRMAN. Without objection, the pro forma amend-
ment will be withdrawn,

Mr. JOHNSON. I renew the amendment. T wish to inquire
of the chairman of the committee what has been the result of
the provision adopted two years ago for a purchasing agent at
the Post-Office Department?

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, that office has been cre-
ated, and that department is now in operation. Of course it
will take some time to explain the extent of it. Provision is
made in the latter part of this bill, which the gentleman will
observe, putting that office under the head of the Fourth Assist-
ant Postmaster-General. y

Mr. JOHNSON. Is it true that he has done all of the pur-
chasing for the Post-Office Department, as required by law?

Mr. OVERSTREET. As far as this bill is concerned, we
make provision for all supplies that fall under the authority of
the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General, except in those in-
stances where, by reason of the peculiarity of the supply, it is
particularly and exclusively limited to one particular depart-
ment. The advertisement is had, and upon the requisitions of
the various assistants the purchasing agent meets the requi-
sitions as the service may find it necessary. In other words, the
purchasing agency is operating successfully and satisfactorily.

Mr. JOHNSON. I am glad fo hear it. I withdraw my for-
mal amendment, Mr. Chairman,

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. I renew the amendment, Mr.
Chairman, for the purpose of making an inguiry. A few mo-
ments ago I asked the very able gentleman from South Caro-
lina [Mr. Fix1EY] a question about this St. Louls bank fraud
order, and my friend from Georgia [Mr. Bagrrerr] said that
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the distinguished gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CRUMPACKER]
had introduced a bill on the subject, and I have the pleasure of
sgeeing the gentleman in his seat. I hope he will take a few
moments and explain the bill to the House.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I want to know what
the motion wius.

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. It was a formal amendment to
got information from the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Crua-
rackeEr], who has intreduced a bill relating to the subject of
issuing fraud orders by the Post-Office Department, in this St.
Louis bank matter, There is a bank in St. Louis that seemed
to be perfectly solvent——

Mr. OVERSTREET. If the genfleman from Tennessee will
permit me, that bill, as I understand, is before the Committee
on the Judiclary, but it has no relation to this bill under con-
sideration.

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. I have had a great many in-
quiries about it. I never have seen it, and the gentleman from
Indiana can explain it in a few moments, and I hope he will be
allowed to do so. There are several preachers in my district
who are stockholders in this bank.

Mr. OVERSTREET. The gentleman from Indiana can ex-
plain it to the gentleman from Teunessee, if he wishes, with-
out taking up the time of the committee.

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. But there are other gentlemen
here who want to know about it

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that it is not in
order for the gentleman to explain, as it is not germane to the
bill. Without objection the pro forma amendment will be
withdrawn.

The Clerk read as follows:

Salaries of t-office imp:ectors: For salaries of 15 inspectors In
charge of divislons, at $2,7560 each; 6 Inspectors, at $2,400 each; 15
inspectors, at $2,250 each ; 15 inspectors, at $2,000 each; 10 inspectors,
at $1,800 each; 05 Inspectors, at $1.600 each; 18 inspectors, at §1,600
each; 78 inspectors, at $1.400 each; 25 inspectors, at $£1,500 each;
and 100 Inspectors, at $1,200 each; in all, §578,100: Provided, That
all persons employed on the 30th day of June, 1906, as superintendents
of division, rural ‘delivery, and inspector of agents, rural delivery, shall,
on July 1, 1006, be appointed as® post-office inspectors of the grade of
$1,800 per year: And Pmrided further, That all Serabns employed on
June 30, 19006, as rural agents shall, on July 1, 19006, be agpolnteﬁ as
post-office inspectors as of the same grade of salary which sald per-
suns were, on June 30, 1006, receiving as rural agents, except not to
exceed 145 of such agents shall be so appointed as post-office inspectors.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out in
line 12, page 2——

Mr. JOHNSON, Before any amendment is offered, Mr. Chair-
man, I want to make the point of order against the paragraph.

Mr. OVERSTREET. I will withdraw my amendment, Mr.
Chairman, and offer it later.

Mr. JOHNSON. Having made the point of order——

The CHAIRMAN. What is the gentleman’s point of order?
~ Mr. JOHNSON. I ask to reserve it in order to have an ex-
planation from the chairman of the committee as to why the
inspectors are consolidated.

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from South Carolina
state his point of order?

Mr. JOIINSON. My point of order is that this is legislation;
that they are legislating a whole class into office.

The CHATIRMAN. And the gentleman reserves that point of
order?

Mr. JOHNSON. I reserve it because I want an explanation

of it.
Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, answering the gentle-

man’s question, because I think the point of order will not

properly lie, I will state that under the authority of law cov-
ering almost one hundred years, the Postmaster-General has
clear authority for such arrangements within the jurisdiction of
his Department as may seem best for its administration. Fol-
lowing the practice under such authority, from time to time
changes are made under the direction, by special orders, of the
Postmaster-General,

On the 1st of last December, and under this general statu-
tory authority, the Postmaster-General made such changes in
the organization as brought under the chief post-office inspector
not ouly the post-office inspectors of the service, but the rural
agents as well. There are, therefore, at this time under this
reorganization two inspection services, both under a common
head—that of the so-called “ post-office inspectors” and that of
the so-called * ruoral agents.”

. The general line of work of the post-office inspectors and

their authority and salary have not been disturbed, except in
one instance, which I will explain later. The merger is for the
purpose of better administration, bringing under a common head
ihe supervision of these two branches of inspection, and which
are now under that head by reason of this special order of the

Postmaster-General. That better administration will be an

economy by reduction of the general expense of the two services.

The other reason is to enlarge the power and authority of
the rural agents. Under the law as at present operated, the
rural agent is limited to the inspection of the rural route or
the examination of territory with a view to the installation of
rural service, or to slight changes incident to the growth of that
service, The authority of the post-office inspector is not only
to do as much as the rural agent is now permitted to do, but, as
well, to inspect the accounts of postmasters of each of the
several classes, and also to act as an officer of the Government
in the investigation of depredations against the service or the
postal system. If, therefore, under existing conditions, a rural
agent happens to be at a eertain office, his power would be re-
stricted simply to the investigation of that rural serviece, and
if the accounts of that postmaster needed inspectlon In regard
to the bookkeeping, or if there had been some slight infraction
of the law relative to depredations at a small post-office, the
rural agent would nat have authority to make this investigation,
and it would be necessary to send for a post-office inspector
for that purpose. It has been thought, therefore, that not only
in the interest of better administration, but in the interest of
economy, to merge these two services.

Now, Mr. Chairman, under existing law there is authority
for 161 rural agents, but by reason of the fact that the service
has been considerably extended there has not been found any
necessity to continue so large a corps of such officials. The
number now in the service, under existing law, of rural agents
is 150 instead of 161. Therefore by merging these rural agents
with post-office inspectors, clothing them with additional au-
thority which is suggested, it would result in an economy to the
administration of a little over £83,000. But, Mr. Chairman, it
has been found from experience that the six division superin-
tendents of rural delivery, those men who have operated at the
six different points of the country in the superintendence of this
service of rural extension, should be continued in the service
by reason of their knowledge and experience rather than to
legislate them out and put new men into their places for that
particular purpose. Therefore the merger was made for the
purpose of holding all of those individuals.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Chairman——

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. Chairman, under discussion of the point
of order I did not think the gentleman would be confined to the
five minutes.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not discussing any point
of order; the gentleman from South Carolina has simply re-
served the point of order.

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, T hope the gentleman will be allowed
to go on with his explanation. .

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina asks
unanimous consent that the gentleman may proceed for five
minutes more.. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The
Chair hears none. .

Mr. OVERSTREET. I would like to inquire of the gentle-
man If I have failed to cover any point that he desired to have
explained?

Mr. JOHNSON. Under this merger the chief inspector of the
Post-Office Department practically becomes the head of the
rural free-delivery service, does he not? ¥

Mr, OVERSTREET. No; he Is now at the head of the rural
agents, but he does not become the head of the service. The
head of the service is first, the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-
General, and under him comes the superintendent of rural de-
livery. The chief post-office inspector is now under existing
law, under the operation of the administration of that service,
at the head of the management of the rural agents.

Mr. JOHNSON. Just one other question? Is it not true
that rural agents and post-office Inspectors have been in the
discharge of very different duties heretofore?

Mr. OVERSTREET. No; not entirely. The post-office in-
spectors have a larger fleld of authority than rural agents.
Whatever change is being made by this merger is to make the
rural agents equal in authority with the post-office inspectors.

Mr. JOHNSON., But does not the gentleman make the men,
whose chief business heretofore has been to detect erime against
the post-office laws, rural agents, to do an entirely different kind
of work, that they are not familiar with, and also make rural
agents, who have lheretofore been laying out routes, post-office
inspectors, to search out evidences of crime?

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman iz en-
tirely mistaken. This merger changes in no respeet whatever
the duties or authority of the post-office inspectors. It makes no
change with respect to that service at all, so far as their duties
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and authority are concerned. It does enlarge the duty and
authority of the rural agent; but the gentleman will appreciate,
I think, that any rural agent with sufficient ability and intelli-
gence to go into a community for the purpose of laying out a
rural route would be equally able to make an investigation of
an ordinary depredation along that route, or would be equally
able to make an ordinary routine inspection of the books of the
fourth-class postmasters. It is for the purpose of avoiding du-
plication of expense, duplication of work, that we seek to make
this merger; but not as the gentleman thought, for the purpose
of extending the power and authority of post-office inspectors
to perform rural-agent services. They have that power now,
but the rural agent has not the other power.

Mr. FOSTER of Vermont. Mr. Chairman——

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana yield?

Mr. OVERSTREET. 1 yield to the gentleman from Vermont.

Mr. FOSTER of Vermont. I wish to ask the gentleman, the
chairman of the committee, a question. How many of these
rural agents are there in the service of the Government at the
present time?

Mr. OVERSTREET. The law to-day authorizes 161.
bundred and fifty are employed.

Mr. FOSTER of Vermont. And this bill provides for 1437

Mr. OVERSTREET. Six of these men are now division
superintendents, and one is what is known under the present
law as “inspector of agents,” but it was intended to move to
strike out that latter term from the bill and reduce the other
to 142, because the inspector of agents, I understand, has been
provided for in the legislative bill.

Mr. FOSTER of Vermont. Then, as I understand it, the 362
inspectors——

Mr. OVERSTREET. Three hundred and seventy-seven the
total will finally make.

Mr. FOSTER of Vermont. The 377 inspectors includes these
143 who are now called “ rural agents?”

Mr. OVERSTREET. Yes, sir. Under this merger the rural
agents are merged into a specific inspector organization at the
same salaries which the rural agents are now employed at, while
the six division superintendents, who are now receiving twenty-
four hundred dollars a year and no per diem, are merged into
that organization at a salary of eighteen hundred dollars a year
with the ordinary per diem. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like
to inquire if the gentleman withdraws the point of order?

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Chairman, I withdraw the point which
I made in order to obtain this explanation for the House. I
now desire to ask the gentleman one other question. Are any
salaries increased in the section just read?

Mr. OVERSTREET. I am glad the gentleman suggested it.
1 said a while ago I would explain it, but I had overlooked it.
Under existing law, Mr. Chairman, there are fifteen post-office
inspectors in charge throughout the country. Five of these in-
spectors are on a salary of $3,000 a year and ten are at a salary
of twenty-five hundred dollars a year each. They perform simi-
lar services so far as responsibility and importance are con-
cerned. We therefore make the fifteen at twenty-seven hundred
and fifty dollars each in order to equalize the aalar[es where
equal responsibility already exists.

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the gentleman let me lntermpt him?

Mr. OVERSTREET. Certainly.

Mr. JOHNSON. It is the first time in this Congress a com-
mittee has undertaken to equalize by lowering some and raising
others,

AMr. OVERSTREET. There are only five of them, and they
have only been increased for one year. Now, Mr. Chairman,
I renew my amendment. In line 12, page 2, sirike out the
language * and inspector of agents, rural delivery.”

The Clerk read as follows:

Amend in page 2, line 12 by striking out the words “ and inspector
of agents, rural de]ivery

The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed fo.

Mr. OVERSTREET. I offer the following amendment: In
line 21, page 2, strike out * forty-three ” and insert “ forty-two."”

The Clerk read as follows: .

Line 21, page 2, strike out * forty-three " and insert “ forty-two.”

The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the
words “ one hundred and,” in line 21, page 2; so as to read * not
to exceed forty-two.”

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

P'age 2, line 21, strike out the words “ one hundred and.”

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman desire to discuss the
amendment?

One

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I do. Mr. Chairman, under the provi-
sions of this bill, if it should be enacted into law, there will be
520 post-office inspectors traveling throughout the country,
armed with royal warrants authorizing them to arrest any
citizen whom they may suspect of having violated any postal
law or regulation.

Mr. STAFFORD. I do not believe the gentleman wants to
make a misstatement. There are not 520, but 377 provided for.
Mr. CRUMPACKER. It is a question of fizures. I have
added the several numbers in this section, incinding the 143
rural agents who are to be made inspectors, and it makes 520.

Mr. STAFFORD. One hundred and forty-three are already
included in the 377 that are enumerated.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. That may be, but in my judgment we
have too many inspectors, considering the large power they have
over the liberties and the rights of the people. There are al-
ready too many.

Mr. STAFFORD. But if you lessen the present combined
force, you will restrict and hinder the extensions and supervi-
sion of the rural delivery service.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. 1 appreciate the fact that it is neces-
sary to protect the mails against fraud and abuse, but we have
a system of post-office inspection service that seems to me can
not be defended upon any just and fair theory of administra-
tion. Post-office inspectors have the right, or at least they ex-
ercise the power, of arresting, fining, and collecting penalties
from citizens of the country under a law or regulation that
exists at this time. I read in a local paper, published in the
district I have the honor to represent, a few days ago about an
inspector from the city of Indianapolis—a man whom I know
personally, a very excellent gentleman—who had gone to two
ladies in a little village, who had sent the county paper to some
friend, and had put some lead-pencil inseription on the margin.
He went to their home and fined them $10 each, and collected it
on the spot. The post-office inspector returned the money, I
have no doubt, to the Government. I want to say, gentlemen
of the committee, that that practice is going on all over the
United States to-day. There is no question about it.

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman allow me
to ask him a question?

!Mr. CRUMPACKER. I yield to the gentleman for a ques-
tion.

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Do I understand the gentle-
man to say that post-office inspectors collected, for some sup-
posed offense, $107

Mr. CRUMPACKER. Why, of course.
gentleman?

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvanla. It is, absolutely. I did not
suppose they would do that sort of thing. It is not authorized
by law.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. They do it

Mr. NORRIS. Will the gentleman from Indiana yield for a

Is that news to the

question?
Mr. CRUMPACKER. I yield for a question.
Mr. NORRIS. I want to ask the gentleman if there is any

law now in existence that permits a post-office lnspector to
exercise that kind of authority?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I assume there is; otherwise they
would be guilty of criminal extortion.

Mr. OVERSTREET. I think the gentleman from Indiana
ought not to make any such statement as this unless he ecan
cite the law. I state there is no such law.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I say, I assume, Mr. Chairman, that
there is a law or regulation of that kind or the officer would
be guilty of criminal extortion, and I understand that it is a
common practice for inspectors where there is a technical viola-
tion of law to say to the alleged criminal: * Now, you can pay
so much to the Department”"—the money goes to the Depart-
ment doubtless, or the officers would not collect it—* you ecan
pay so much to the Department and save yourself the trouble
of being prosecuted before a United States commissioner or
before the Federal courts.”

Mr. GROSVENOR. Now, Mr. Chairman, T would like to ask
the gentleman from Indiana if this suggestion of his, which I
do not mean to dispute or aflirm, is not directly a charge of
robbery against the Post-Office Department? Is there any
channel through which the money can ever reach the Post-Office
Department without attracting their attention to the felonious
manner in which the post-office inspector came by it?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I understand there is a system of
penalties imposed by the regulations of the Post-Office Depart-
ment. The gentleman must remember that that Department
has legislative, executive, and judicial powers combined. It
exercises all the powers of the Government over the postal busi-
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ness of the country. It is not the fault of the Postmaster-
General, but it is {he law.

Mr. PADGETT. Mr. Chairman——

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman allow me
one question?

The CHAIRMAN. To whom does the gentleman yield?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I yield to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee. 1 saw him first.

Mr. PADGETT. I wanted to say to the gentleman from In-
diana that I have in mind a concrete case where an inspector
in the town of Columbia, Tenn., fined a citizen of that town $10
in each of seven cases—§10 for each offense. He proposed to
arrest him, and the man said to him: “ If you will not require
me to be arrested I.will pay $10 in each case,” which he did.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I think there is no guestion about the
practice, and 1 assume that it is authorized by law. The In-
ternal-Revenue Service is conducted on the same plan. A dep-
uty collector may impose a penalty of 50 per cent or a certain
other per cent of the amount of a special tax if it is not paid on
the day it is due, and collect the penalty. That is a common
ngctice. The amount thus collected is turned in and accounted
or.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired.

Mr, CRUMPACKER. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
eent that I may proceed for five minutes.

The CHATIRMAN. Is there objection to the request?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Now, I want to ask the gentleman
a question in that connection.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. If it is simply a question.
views that I want to submit to the committee on this matter.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Those penalties you speak of
which are collected by deputy commissioners of internal revenue
are imposed by law, are they not?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I assume they are, of course, and I
assume that the others are.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Does not the gentleman know that
if the taxes are not paid by a certain date a penalty per cent is
added and collected ?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. The criticism that I am making is of
the law and not of the officers, because 1 assume that they are
performing their duties in accordance with the postal regula-
tions or the law. I do not know which it is; possibly it may be
both.

Now, I think inspectors are clothed with too much power, or

there are too many of them. There are 520 of these secret
emissaries who go about the country looking after the business
of the Post-Office Department, and incidentally, by dark-lantern
methods, make inquiries into the reputation and the business
carried on by every citizen, every association, and every corpora-
tion throughout the land. Who knows how many secret reports
that may reflect upon the character of individuals, associa-
tions, or business concerns are now sleeping in the archives of
the Post-Office Department that have never come to light, put
there by confidential reports of those emissaries? And when I
speak of them as emissaries I do not mean it in an offensive
sense. There is a system of postal espionage in this country
that is absolutely inconsistent with the spirit of free institu-
tions, and it is not what should be expected in a land of law
and liberty.

Post-ofiice inspectors may lodge complaints with the Post-
master-General that the business of an individual is fraudulent.
The Postmaster-General may be satisfied from the secret re-
ports of the inspectors that there are some irregularities in
ihe character of the business the particular individual is con-
ducting, and he may peremptorily enter a fraud order and with-
hiold from that individual the privileges of the mails, absolutely
ruining his business and blasting forever his business reputa-

«tion. When that ecitizen calls upon the Postmaster-General,
asking permission to see the charges that have been made
against him, he is informed that they are confidential and is
refused the privilege.

Now, something was said a few minutes ago about the Peo-
ple's United States Bank, at St. Louis, Mo. That Institution
became a victim of the post-office inspectors. A fraud order
was issued against the institution about six months ago, and
it was put into the hands of a receiver as an insolvent corpora-
tion after the fraud order was issued, at the suit of the secre-
tary of state of the State of Missouri. Administered by a re-
ceiver, the institution paid every depositor a hundred cents on
the dollar. It has already repaid to the stockholders 923 per
cent of the par value of their stock, and it has an abundance to
pay the balance; and last week the supreme court of the State

of Missouri decided that the order appointing a receiver and ad-

I have some .

judging the bank insolvent was improperly issued in the first
place ; that it never was an insolvent institution ; but what good
does that do?

The mandate of the court ordered the receiver discharged and
the affairs of the bank turned over to the company, but there
stands the fraud order against the institution and against its
president in the Post-Office Department, and they can not con-
duct any business in the way of correspondence and nothing but
ruination is their fate. The president of the bank applied to a
Federal court for a review of the fraud order and for a mandate
against the Postmaster-General compelling him to restore to the
bank the privilege of the mails. That court decided that the
right to the mails was not a vested right and the discretion of
withholding the privileges of the mails for fraud was vested in
the Postmaster-General and was not subject to review by any
court.

I do not know what may be the merits of that case, but some
time ago I introduced a resolution in the House and had it re-
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads——

Mr. OVERSTREET. Obh, the gentleman must state the faets
if he hopes that the committee will consider them at all. No
such resolution as that ever came from the gentleman to the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. It went to the Committee on the Post-
Office and Post-Roads, reguiring the Iostmaster-General to re-
p;:drt to the IHouse the facts upon which he issued the fraud
order.

Mr, OVERSTREET. That is true. I thought the gentleman
referred to the bill spoken of by the gentleman from Tennessee.

Mr. CRUMPACKER. The resolution is the one I had in
mind. The Committee on Post-Offices reported the resolution
back to the House and it was adopted, and a week or ten days
ago the Postmaster-General courtecusly informed the House
that it would not be compatible with the public interest to give
the House or the country the information upon which that im-
portant order was issued. That bank never has known, and
probably never will know, npon what evidence the Postmaster-
General made the order ruining its business and wrecking its

prospects. v

The CHATRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Indiana
has expired.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I think it is due to the
committee to understand that 9931 per cent of the argument of
the gentleman from Indiana has been directed to matters en-
tirely foreign to this bill. I think it is unfair for him to leave
the impression and seek to prejudice the committee against a -
bill by a tirade against the Post-office Departinent on matters
that have nothing to do with this committee.

The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads reported the
gentleman’s resolution without the change of a syllable, and it
is not worthy, it is not deserving, of the criticism of the gentle-
man from Indiana. The fraud order belongs to another com-
mittee, is the result of another law, and not to the items con-
tained in this bill. '

Mr. CRUMPACKER. Will the gentleman yield? :

Mr. OVERSTREET., Just a moment. I did not interrupt
the gentleman. Now, the fraud order is authorized by a stat-
ute that has been on the books for almost a generation, and the
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads has nothing to do
with it. This bill contains nothing relating to that statute,
The criticism by the gentleman from Indiana against the espion-
age of the post-office inspectors as a basis for fraud orders is
not a proper argument fo sustain his amendment. That Is
what I am interested in. We have been debating under general.
debate for almost ten days nearly every conceivable subject,
and now when we get to the bill itself it is left for the gentle-
man from Indiana to raise some extraneouns subject which will
probably prejudice the mind of somebody to attack this particu-
lar provision of the bill

There is no law on the statute book, and I challenge the
gentleman to cite a single one, bearing out his claim that the
post-office inspector has authority or the right to assess a fine
or to put anybody under arrest.

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania.
lations.

Mr. OVERSTREET. The post-office regulations do not au-
thorize it either. i

Mr. CRUMPACKER. The gentleman from Indiana has chal-
lenged me, and I want to state that pest-office inspectors do
have authority to make arrests. They perform regular de-
tective service.

Mr. OVERSTREET. The post-office inspector merely ecarries
out the instructions of the PPostmaster-General in investigation,
and he does no conclude that investigation, but it is left for

It is in the post-office regu-
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the Postmaster-General or the proper official of the Depart-
ment to pass upon his report.

Now, Mr. Chairman, we have provided here for no additional
post-office inspectors. We have provided here for no increase
of salary, except such as I have named, but we have sought to
give the advantage to these rural agents, clothe them with equal
authority. The gentleman gives his figures as to the number
of post-office inspectors, which I am sure is at least 50 per cent
from the facts, and almost 100 per cent. I can not be expected
to fight against imaginary accusations. We have stated here
all the facts. We provide for the merger of these post-office
inspectors authorized by law with the rural agents now in the
service, and the gentleman moves to strike out 100 of these rural
agents. I do not believe this committee, nor this House, and I
do not believe the gentleman’s constituents, will approve his
striking out 100 rural agents. That is what his amendment
amounts to, The amendment is to strike out the merger of 100
rural agents, which would mean their elimination from the serv-
ice. Whatever may have been in the gentleman’s mind, that will
be the result of his amendment.

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Whose amendment is it?

Mr. OVERSTREET. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr.
CrRUMPACKER] moves to strike out 100 agents and leave 42. I
hope the committee will vote down the amendment,

Mr, CRUMPACKER. Mr. Chairman, I desire a minute to
state to my colleague that I made no eriticism of the Commit-
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. I think in that assertion
this committee will bear me out. I have made no reflection on
the committee. I was making a eriticism about the law, not
even against the Post-Office Department, but the law under
which some indefensible practices are going on.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Does the amendment have anything to
do with that?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. Yes; it has this to do with it: It takes
from the list of post-office inspectors who go about with these
lettres de cachet in their pockets—it reduces their number by
100.

Now, in regard to my amendment, I expected when I had an
opportunity to withdraw it. I wanted an opportunity to say
something to the House on the fraud-order question and the
practice that is going on over the country in the hope that it
might possibly result in some wholesome legislation, not from
the Post-Office Committee, because legislation of that kind should
come from the Committee on Judiciary. The gentleman was a
little bit too sensitive, I think, when he took to himself and
his committee some of the criticisms I intended for the law
and for the whole Congress, and not for the gentleman at all,

Mr. OVERSTREET. Then you admit your amendment does
not seek to correct any of the things you desire to correct by
that amendment?

Mr. CRUMPACKER. Not unless you strike out all the post-
office inspectors. Mr. Chairman, I withdraw the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the amendment will be
withdrawn. [After a pause.] No objection is heard.

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from West Virginia offers
an amendment, which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

On page 1, line 11, after the word *‘ each,” strike out “six" and In-
gsert * ten.” .

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr, Chairman, I did not hear that
amendment,

The amendment was again reported.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Well, I can not agree to that, and I
hope the amendment will be voted down.

The question was taken; and the amendment was rejected.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out
the last word for the purpose of making an inquiry of the chair-
man of the committee. I desire to make this inguiry as to
whether or not the Committee on Post-Offices anfl Post-Roads
had any hearings before that committee upon the different items
in this bill?

Mr. OVERSTREET.
all the items.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. That was my impression. I want.to
follow that by another question. I want to know why it is
impossible for a Member of this House at this time to have
access to a copy of those hearings?

Alr. OVERSTRERT. Why, Mr. Chairman, I can only say the
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, like all other com-
mittees of the House, has a very limited authority in the way
of printing. We printed all the copies that we felt we had
authority to print and gave them out just as fast as Members
inguired for them.

Most assuredly, Mr. Chairman, upon

Mr. BEALL of Texas. How many copies were printed?

Mr, OVERSTREET. One hundred, I understand. We have
general authority to print, which is only for the use of the
committee, and we have very generously exhausted our entire
supply by giving them to Members as fast as we had demands
for the copies.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Does not the custom prevail with
other committees, with the authority they already have or by
distinet authority secured from the House, to print a sufficient
number of copies to give at least each Member of the House who
wishes one a copy?

Mr. OVERSTREET. I do not so understand.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. So that those®Members may ascer-
tain what these hearings are?

Mr. OVERSTREET. My understanding is the committees of
the House authorized to hold hearings are permitted to print a
limited number of copies of the hearings for the use of the com-
mittee, and that number is usually a very limited number.
There has certainly been no disposition on the part of the com-
mittee to decline to give out copies of the hearings, and we have
given all they have I am informed.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. There are only about eighteen mem-
bers of the committee. Then, according to the gentleman's
position, it was necessary to have only eighteen copies printed?

Mr. OVERSTREET. Oh, if we limited it, logically that
would be the result, but it costs a little more to print a hun-
dred than it costs to print eighteen, and it costs much more to
print 500,

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Does not the gentleman think it would
have been much better to have had 500 copies printed in order
that every Member of this House might have an opportunity to
know something about what is contained in this bill?

Mr, OVERSTREET. Mr. Chafrman, under the law a copy
must be furnished to the Library. You will find a copy there,
and the law does not provide for as many copies of the statute
as there are Members of the House. I would ask the gentleman
if he has Inquired at the Library?

Mr. BEALL of Texas: I did not inguire at the Library, but
I made divers and sundry inquiries elsewhere without success.

Mr. OVERSTREET. I am very sorry the gentleman was un-
able to secure a copy. i

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Does not the gentleman- think if he
had made the effort that the House would have given him the
permission to have had the additional number printed?

Mr. OVERSTREET. Why, anybody could have objected to it.
Why did not you ask for it? This is the first time the gentle-
man has ever called my personal attention to it.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. But it is not the first time I have
called the attention of members of the committee to it, because
1 have earnestly sought for two or three weeks to get possession
of one of these precious documents containing the hearings be-
fore the committee over which the gentleman presides. -

Mr. OVERSTREET. 1 suggest the gentleman can still ask
for that in the House. Perhaps the gentleman will realize he
is quite as much at fault as anybody else.

Mr. BEALL of Texas. No; I do not realize it; I do not ad-
mit it, because that was a mattér peculiarly within the juris-
diction of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Itoads. If
these hearings are of any value to the committee, they would be,
Mr. Chairman, of value to this House. There is more reason
why the Members of this House should have the hearings than
the members of the committee, because the members of the com-
mittee are situated so that they can be present and get the ben-
efit of the hearings at the time they are had before the commit-
tee, but the only way by which the Members of this House can
secure any information as to what is contained in this bill is
through these hearings here in the House, and with almost four
hundred Members only 100 copies of these important hearings
are printed.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last
two words. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to extend
the remarks I made this afternocon.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from South Carolina? [After a pause.] The Chair
hears none. Without objection, the pro forma amendment will
be withdrawn.

The Clerk read as follows:

For traveling expenses of inspectors without per diem, and ef in-
gpectors in charge, expenses Incurred by field inspectors not covered by
per diem allowance, and traveling expenses the chief post-office
inspector, $70,000.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Chairman, on page 3 I desire to offer
an amendment. Page 3, lines 15 and 16, strike out the words
“and traveling expenses of the Chief Post-Office Inspector.”
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When the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation
bill was before this House on the 20th of March, I interrogated
the chairman of the committee, or the gentleman having charge
of the bill [Mr. LrrravEr], and inquired of him why the salary
of the Chief Inspector had been increased in that bill. You will
find on page 4584 that the gentleman in charge of the bill ex-
plained that it was a very responsible position, that the chief
inspector resided in Washington, and that he received ne per
diem allowance or traveling expenses, and for that reason the
Committee on Appropriations increased his salary $500 in the
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill.

Mr. OVERSTREET. If the gentleman will permit me, do
I understood the gentleman.to say that the record shows, from
a statement made by the chairman of the Committee on Appro-
priations, that the increase of salary of the Chief Post-Office In-
spector was because he received nothing for traveling expenses?
If that is true, I will accept the gentleman’s amendmnent.

Mr. JOHNSON. I will read what the gentleman told me in
answer to my question. ;
. Mr. OVERSTREET. I simply want to get the record, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr. JOHNSON (reading)—
« Mr. Jorxsox, Is there any increase in salarfes?

Mr. LiTTAUER. The Chlef Inspector's salary is increased.

Mr. JouxsoN. What was the reason for increasing his salary?

Then the colloquy proceeded. He was speaking about the
salaries of other people, and I said the only way to equalize was
to equalize vp, and then Mr. TAwNEY said:

He resides here in Washington, is located here In the Department,
and receives no r diem allowance whatever. IIe gets nothing but
straight salary, while the other inspectors have per diem and traveling
expenses in addition to their salary.

Upon that statement this House increased his salary $500.

That increase having been made for that reason, I propose to
strike from this bill the provision for traveling expenses.
. Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, this committee has no
jurisdiction over the Chief Post-Office Inspector, and has noth-
ing to do with the increase of his salary, if such increase has
been made. The faet is, however, he has headquarters in the
city of Washington, and must necessarily, in the discharge of
his general duties, at various times during the year travel from
his headquarters. He does not receive any per diem, but has
a straight salary. Now, the record which the gentleman has
just read did not, if I correctly understood it, make any sug-
gestion about his traveling expenses. He says he receives no
per diem. That record, unless I failed to hear it aright, did
not state that he did not receive any traveling expenses; there-
fore I think the amendment ought to be voted down.

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, will the gentleman let me read it
again? .

Mr., OVERSTREET. I will

Mr. JOHNSON. This is from Mr. TAwNEY, chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations, on page 4472 of the Recorp of
March 29. Referring to the Chief Inspector, he said:

He resides here in Washington, is located here in the Department,
and receives no per dlem allowance whatever. He gets nothing but
straight salary, while the other inspectors have per diem and traveling
expenses in addition to their salary.
~ Mr. OVERSTREET. Well, Mr. Chairman, I am obliged to
take exception to the statement made by the chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations just referred to. All inspectors
do not get per diem and traveling expenses. The fact yet re-
mains that record does not state that the Chief Post-Office In-
spector gets “no traveling expenses.” It said he got no per
diem. We are making no provision for per diem, and only pro-
vision for such traveling expenses on official duty while away
from his home, his domicile, and his official headquarters. I
think the amendment of the gentleman ought to be voted down.

Mr. HULIL. Are not the per diem expenses allowed to the
other inspectors intended for traveling expenses? Is not that
a fact, whether you call it traveling expenses or per diem ex-
penses? Is it not really the same thing?

Mr. OVERSTREET. That has been regarded substantially as
a substifute.

Mr. HULL. In the one case they are limited, so that the
amount ean not exceed $4 a day, while in the other case if
their expenses are more, they are allowed for. Is not that
the only difference?

Mr. OVERSTREET. No matter what the difference is, in
respect to this particular officer, he receives no per diem, but
should receive his actual expenses when traveling away from
his home, his official headquarters, and his domicile. That is all
this provides. Now, we have nothing to do with the increase of
the salary. I do not know whether it is meritorious or not. I
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was not on the floor at the time that subject was under eonsid-
eration, as referred to by the gentleman. I only know this, Mr.
Chairman, that in view of the necessities of good administration
the Chief Post-Office Inspector is obliged at times to leave his
headquarters, in strict obedience to the necessities of the ad-
ministration, and when he does, his actual expenses should be
provided for. That is all this provision seeks to do.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. I should like to ask the gentleman
a question.
tugll‘r. OYERSTREET. I yield to the gentleman from Ken-

y.

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. If this language does not mean
that the Chief Inspector received no traveling expenses hereto-
fore, I should like to know what it does mean.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman will
pardon me, I said a moment ago that I could not accept that
statement, even though it were made by the chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations, because, as a matter of fact, I
know he has received traveling expenses. This is identically
the same language as the existing law, so that if that statement
was made, it was a mistaken statement. y

Mr., SMITH of Kentucky. Sa that if the committee in that
case was led to increasing the salary of this inspector upon the
theory that he received no traveling expenses, they did so under
a misapprehension. .

Mr. OVERSTREET. I think =o. ;

Mr. LACEY. I move to strike out the last word. I do it for
the purpose of making an inquiry of the chairman of the com-
mittee. I notice on page 2 that the inspectors are rated at
from $2,250 down as low as £1,200. Then it further provides
that they may be allowed, in the discretion of the Postmaster-
General, not to exceed $4 per day as a per diem allowance
;vh?n out on the road and engaged in the performance of their

uties. k

Mr. OVERSTREET. Those who receive less than $2,000 get
that per diem allowance when out on duty.

Mr. LACEY. That is what I was coming to. Now, it pro-
vides that the man who draws over $2,000 a year shall not
have a per diem, so that what I want to know is this: A post-
office inspector drawing $1,800 a year is allowed by the De-
partment $4 a day per diem in addition to that, making his in-
come over and above his traveling expenses amount, perhaps, to
$2,600 or $2,800 a year, while the $2,000 man can not draw the
per diem at all, apparently, on the face of this bill. Now, what
is the reason for that?

Mr. OVERSTREET.
will permit me.

Mr. LACEY. That is what I wish to know.

Mr. OVERSTREET. The men who are receilving salaries of
$2,000 and upward are stationed at fixed points.

Mr. LACEY. All of them.

Mr. OVERSTREET. All of them. Of course, from time to
time it becomes necessary for them to go away, when conduct-
ing investigations and matters of that sort.

Mr. LACEY. When they are ordered away, should they not
have their per diem? "

Mr. OVERSTREET. They get their actual traveling ex-
penses then.
bO?I{J!; LACEY. The others get their expenses and per diem

Mr. OVERSTREET. Oh, no; not at all.
per diem in lieu of all of their expenses.

Mr. LACEY. Including their traveling fare?

Mr. OVERSTREET, Certainly.

Mr. GAINES of West Virginia. I think not.

Mr. OVERSTREET. They are allowed to ride free on trains
that earry postal ears.

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Will the gentleman yield? ;

Mr. OVERSTREET. 1 yield to the gentleman from Missouri.

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. I should like to ask if the travel-
ing expenses of the Chief Inspector include his hotel bills and
all of his expenses?

Mr, OVERSTREET. Oh, certainly; his actual expenses.

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. The upshot of the thing is, then,
taking this bill in connection with the legislative, executive,
and judicial appropriation bill, that we increase the salary of
this man because he gets no per diem.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman will
pardon me, I said a while ago that I did not want to be bound
by the reasons given in that debate for the increase in the sal-
ary.

Mr. CLARK of Missourl. I will put it another way, then.

Mr. OVERSTREET. We are simply providing here as we
always have provided, and, in my judgment, always should pro-

It is perfectly simple, if the gentleman

They only get the
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vide, for the actual traveling expenses of this official when he
is away on official business.

Mr. CLARK of Missourl. The upshot of these two bills is
this, that for some reason—as far as the gentleman from South
Carolina [Mr. JorNsoN] is concerned, he says it was in lieu of
per diem; it may have been for some other reason on the part
of other gentlemen—but for some reason this man’s salary was
Increased $500 per year in the other bill. Now it is increased
by the sum total of whatever his traveling expenses may be.
ﬁo that you have two increases for the same man at the same

me.

Mr. OVERSTREET. But the expense would be in the interest
of the Government upon whose official business he happened to
be called. He has been receiving it all the time. Mr. Chairman,
I ask for a vote.

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Then an inspector who lives in
Washington is financially better off while away from home if his
expenses are paid than he is while staying at home?

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the pro forma amend-
ment will be withdrawn. The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from South Carolina.

The guestion was taken; and on a division (demanded by
Mr. Jornson) there were—ayes 23, noes 67.

So the amendment was rejected.

The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as
follows:

OFFICE OF THE FIRET ASBISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL.
For compensation to postmasters, $24,000,000.

Mr. RIXEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last
word. I want to say that there are men who have responsible
and quasi official duties to perform and for whom I see no pro-
vision in this bill. I refer to the post-office referees in the
Southern States. [Laughter.] I would like to ask the chair-
man of the Post-Office and Post-Roads Committee whether this
bill earries any salary or compensation for those referees?

Mr. OVERSTREET. I will state to the gentleman that my
district is included in the referee schedule. [Laughter.]

Mr. RIXEY. I had heard that possibly the gentleman’s dis-
triet was included and treated as southern territory. [Laugh-
ter.] Mr. Chairman, I can possibly best illustrate the objec-
tions to the present system of appointment of postmasters and
establishment of post-offices by reference to my own distriet as
an example, Something over twelve months ago the Post-Office
Department appointed three gentlemen in the Eighth district of
Virginia for the purpose of recommending persons to be ap-
pointed to fourth-class offices. To these three gentlemen were
referred all applications and petitions for appointments as post-
masters in the fourth-class offices. To them were also referred
petitions for the establishment of new post-offices. These three
gentlemen lived in different parts of the district. They divided
up the territory among themselves and persons who were appli-
cants for postmasters had to go to the referee in whose territory
the county happened to be for recommendation for appointment
to offices.

Mr. BYRD. Will the gentleman allow me a question?

Mr. RIXEY, Certainly.

Mr. BYRD. Did the Member of Congress have anything to
do with the appointment of the referees?

Mr. RIXEY. The Member of Congress had nothing to do
with the appointment of the referees or the appointment of the
postmasters. I am not complaining that I am not consulted
about the appointment of postmasters; I do not ask it, but I do
insist that when the people in my district want a post-office es-
tablished, or a postmaster appointed, I have a right to go to the
Department here in Washington for that information, and not
to be told, as I am told frequently, that the matter has been
referred to the post-office referees—gentlemen who are irre-
sponsible, so far as their official connection with the Department
is concerned. These referees decide who shall be the postmaster
and where the post-office shall be located, of course subject to
the approval of the Department, which is generally given as a
matter of course. "It would not like to turn down its assistanis
who serve without pay.

This condition of affairs should be changed. It is not right
that people from my district, who come here to interview the
Department on this subject, should be unable to secure any in-
formation until this referee—assistant to the First Assistant
Postmaster-General—makes his report. Instead of being able
to obtain information at the Department, I have been compelled
to tell some of my constituents to go and see the referee, and
get his indorsement. These referees were appointed something
over twelve months ago. One has since been made collector
of internal revenue and moved his office to the city of Rich-

mond, another has since been appointed a elerk in the Pen-
sion Bureau, and the third one, and not an officeholder, has re-
signed. [Laughter.]

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do insist that the Post-Office Depart-
ment, when I come with the recommendation for the establish-
ment of a post-office, shall not refer me to the pension clerk
here in Washington, or refer me to the gentleman who holds a
Federal office in the city of Richmond, or tell me to walt until
these gentlemen report. Why should not the patrons of the
office be consulted? The system of appointment of postmasters
and location of post-offices by referees—who are generally either
Tederal officeholders or aspirants for some office—is a disgrace
to this Government, and is a positive proof of the incapacity of
the Post-Office Department. The First Assistant Postmaster-
General, who has charge of this matter, should change the rules
of that Department, or, if he can not administer his office,
should resign, or this House should cut down the compensation
that he receives. [Applanse.]

The Clerk read as follows:

For compensation to assistant postmasters at first and second class
post-offices: Two, at $3,600 each; 25, at $3,000 each; 5, at $2,600
each; 2, at £2,000 each; 12, at §1,900 each; 20, at $1,800 each; 55,
at $£1.700 each; 100, at §1,600 each; 90, at §1,500 each; 100, at
$1,400 each; 210, at $1,300 each; 350, at $1,200 each ; 340, at $1,100
each: 250, at $1,000 each; 60, at $900 each; 60, at §500 each, and 60,
at $700 each; in all, $2,128,800.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend, in
line 23, page 4, after the word “ all,” to Insert * not to exceed.”

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 4, line 23, after the word *“ all,” insert “ not to exceed.”

The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BENNET of New York. Mr. Chairman, I offer the fol-
lowing amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

I'age 4, line 9, strike out *thirty-five hundred " and insert in liew
thereof * four thousand.”

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of
order that this is contrary to existing law.

Mr. BENNET of New York. Mr. Chairman, will the gentle-
man reserve the point of order for a minute and a half?

Mr, OVERSTREET. I reserve the point of order.

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Indiana reserves the
point of order.

Mr. BENNET of New York. Mr. Chairman, unquestionably
if the point of order is pressed, it is good; but I simply want to
call the attemtion of the House to the fact that every assistant
postmaster in the whole United States is paid on a schedule
which Is identical, except those in Chicago and New York, and
that schedule provides that they shall be paid at the rate of 50
per cent of the salary of the postmaster. Those in Chieago and
New York, with all the duties that they have, are not paid as
well as the men in other cities, and I think that injustice ought
to be corrected. If this amendment swere adopted it wonld
correct it.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I insist upon the point
of order.

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is sustained.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I move that the com-
mittee do now rise. -

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker having re-
sumed the chair, Mr. SgerMAN, Chairman of the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that
committee had had nunder consideration the bill H, R. 16953—the
Post-Office appropriation bill—and bhad come to no resolution
thereon.

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. HULL, by direction of the Committee on Military Affairs,
reported the bill (H. R. 18030) making appropriations for the
support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1907, and for other purposes; which was read the first and
second times, referred to the Committee of the YWhole House
on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report,
ordered to be printed.

Mr. SULZER. MAr. Speaker, I reserve all points of order upon
the bill.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York reserves all
points of order upon the bill.

LAWS IN RELATION TO THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take up
the bill H. R. 12872, . :
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill.
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The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. 12872) to amend an act entitled “An act to amend and
codify the laws relatlnf to munieipal corporations in the district of
Alaska,” approved April 28, 1904,

Be it enacted, ete., That the act entitled “An act to amend and eodlfy
the laws relating to municipal corporations in the district of Alaska,”
approved April 28, 1904, be, and the same hereby is, amended by adding
at the end of section 2 thereof the Iollowing:

“Provided, That any town heretofore or hereafter incorporated in the
distriet of Alaska may extend or otherwise modlt{ its boundaries in
the manner hereinafter Prnvlded. A petition pray for such exten-
sion or modification shall first be presented to the ju of the United
Btates district eourt presiding over the court in the judicial division In
which the town is located, which petition shall be signed by at least
sBixty qualified voters of sald town and shall specify the existing bounda-
ries, as well as the proposed new boundaries of such town, the number
of inhabitants thereof, and such other facts as may tend to show good
ground for such extension or modification of boundaries. The jud
shall thereupon, by an order, fix a time and place for considering said
petition, which time shall not be less than thirty days after the date
of such order. A printed or typewritten copy of d order shall be
posted in three of the most fui} ic places in said town at least thirty
days prior to the time fixed for conslidering said petition. At the time
and place fixed for considering sald petition the judge shall give a rea-
sonable hearing to those who are in favor of and to those who are
opposed to the same ; and If he Is satisfied that It Is for the best interest
and welfare of the lpeople of such town for the boundaries thereof to
be changed, he shall, by an order, so adjudge. He shall also, by said
order, specify the changes which he deems necessary in the boundaries,
and direct that at the time of holding the next annual election in said
town, or sooner, if deemed necessary, an election be held, by separate
ballot, as prescribed in the case of an original incorporation, to deter-
mine whether the people of such town desire the boundaries thereof
changed. A printed or typewritten cory of said order shall be posted
at three of the most public places within said town at least thirty dnfs
prior to the day of election. Every person qualified as an elector In
gald town shall be qualified to vote upon the gnestion of the proposed
change of boundarles thereof. Said election shall be held under the
charge of the officers of the town appointed for the purpose of holding
elections ; and all proceedings subsequent to such election, down to the
entry of the order of the judge making such change of boundaries, shall

the same, so far as may be, as the proceedings upon the original
incorporation of a town."

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?
Chair hears none.
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading;
and it was read the third time, and passed.
On motion of Mr. CoLg, a motion to reconsider the last vote
was laid on the table.
GRANTING CERTAIN LANDS TO DURANGO, COLO.

Mr. HOGG. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the
present consideration of the bill 8. 2188,

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

An act (8. 2188) granting to the city of Durango, in the State of Colo-
rado, certain lands therein deseribed for water reservoirs.

Be it enacted, ete., That the following-described tract of land situate in
guspended townships 38 north, range 6 west, and 38 north, range 7
west, New Mexico principal meridian, in La Plata County, Colo., to wit:
Bmlnninf at corner No. 1, at the junetion of Missouri Gulch with the
¥lorida River, running thence north 20 degrees and 7 minutes east
4,000 feet to station No. 2; thence north 77 degrees and 2 minutes east
1,060 feet to station No. thence north 8 degrees and 24 minutes east
2,400 feet to station No. 4; thence north 7 degrees and 28 minutes
west 4,600 feet to station No. 5; thence north 10 degrees and 23 min-
utes east 5,400 feet to station No. 6: whence corner No. 1, reservoir
No. 3, or Lake Lily, bears south 50 degrees and 7 minutes east 1,200
feet ; from said corner No. 1, Lake Lily, the monument on Mount Valois
bears south 23 degrees and 10 minutes east 4,702.6 feet; United States
location monument Tempest bears south 31 minutes east 2,806 feet;
thence from station No. 6, aforesaid, north 87 degrees and 31 minutes
east 1,550 feet to station No. T ; thence south 38 degrees and 37 minntes
east 3,300 feet to station No. 8; thence south 84 degrees and 30 min-
utes east 2,700 feet to station No. 9; thence south 33 minutes east
4,000 feet to station No. 10; thence south 30 degrees and 24 minutes
east 2,500 feet to station No. 11; thence south 77 degrees and 26 min-
utes east 3,200 feet to station No. 12; thence south 43 degrees and 51
minutes east 1,750 feet to statiom No. 13; thence south 5 degrees and
58 minutes west 2,250 feet to station No. 14; thence south 44 degrees
and 17 minntes west 2,000 feet to station No. 15; thence south 77 de-
g;ees and 81 minutes west 4,800 feet to station No. 16; thence south

degrees and 45 minutes west 3,300 feet to station No. 17; thence
north 87 degrees and 27 minutes west 06,400 feet, more or less, to
station No. 1, the place of beginning; including those four certain
reservoirs claimed or occupied by said city of Durango, known as reser-
voir No. 1 or ugzper park 1eservoir; reservolr No. 2 or Santa Maria
Lake ; reservoir No. 3 or Lake Lily, and reservoir No. 4 or Lakeside
Lake, subject to any former grant or conveyance affecting sald lands,
be, and ‘the same are hereby, granted and conveyed to the city of Du-
rango, county of La Plata and State of Colorado, to have and to hold
gaid lands to its use and behoof forever for the purposes of water stor-
aFe and supply of its waterworks and the protection of its water sup-
¥, and for such purposes said city shall forever have the right In its
iscretion to control and use any and all parts of the said premises
herein granted and conveyed in the construction of reservolrs, conduits,
and flumes, and in the laying of pi{)ea and malns and in making such
improvements as may be necessary to store, utilize, protect from pollu-
tion, and enjoy the waters contained in any natural or construc res-
ervolr, basins, or waterways upon said premises,

Sec. 2. That if the sald city of Durango shall, at any time hereafter,
abandon the lands above described and cease to use the same for said
purposes sald above-described lands shall revert to the Government of
the United States.

The committee amendments were read, as follows:

Amend, on Tt?hﬁ 1, in line 6, after the word “ Colorado,” by Inserting
the words “ w. the San Juan Forest Reserve.”

[After a pause.] The

“

Further amend by adding the following provisos to section 1, on
g e 4: “Provided, That the city of Durango shall pay for said land

125 per acre : Provided further, That the Forest Service of the United
States Department of Agriculture shall have full power to patrol the
said lands, and to protect them from fire and trespass: Provided fur-
ther, That the Forest Service may d e of the timber upon the said
lands, except so much thereof as may growing within 100 feet from
the margin of any natural or construcied reservoir or of the main
creeks within the said boundary flowing into any such reservoirs, under
such additional rules for Iumherinf to protect said waters from pollu-
tion as shall be prescribed by the IForester and approved by the mayor
of the eity of Durango: And provided further, That if said city shall
fence all or any part of said lands it shall provide practicable gates in
such fence at points to be designated by the supervisor of the San Juan
Forest Reserve.”

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

Mr. WILLTIAMS. Reserving the right to object——

Mr. HOGG. Mr. Speaker, I would like to move to amend by
striking out the second section.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman gives notice in case the bill
is considered he will move to sirike out the second section.

Mr. WILLIAMS. What does section 2 do?

Mr. HOGG. It contains a provision for a reversion of the
property back to the Government in case they cease to use it.
That was done when the original bill did not provide for the
payment to the Government of this dollar and twenty-five cents
an acre. This amendment which has been suggested by the
committee charges them a dollar and a quarter an acre, which
is the Government price, and this amendment obyviates the ne-
cessity for that provision. They have to pay for the land at the
Government price.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Is that all the land is worth?

Mr. HOGG. It is not worth that for any other purpose.

. Mr. WILLIAMS. Is this a unanimous-report of the commit-
ee?

Mr. HOGG. Yes, sir.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Is there a lawsuit now between the State
of Kansas and Colorado affecting the use of the waters of this
river?

Mr. HOGG. Noj; this water flows into the Gulf of California,
in the western portion of the State.

Mr. WILLIAMS. This is the other river?

Mr. HOGG. Yes.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The
Chair hears none. The Clerk will report the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Colorado.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike out sectlon 2.

The amendment was agreed to.

The committee amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a
third time; and it was read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Hoge, a motion to reconsider the last vote
was laid on the table.

Mr. HOGG. Mr. Speaker, I have another bill—H. R. 10292.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr.- Speaker, if this is the request for
unanimous consent, I will be forced to object.

Mr. HOGG. It is very short.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Perhaps at some other time I might not
object to it, but I object now.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. WACHTER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re-
ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills
of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same:

I1. R. 12843. An act to amend the seventh section of the act
entitled “An act to establish circuit courts of appeals and to
define and regulate in certain cases the jurisdiction of the
courts of the United States, and for other purposes,” approved
March 3, 1891, and the several acts amendatory thereto; and

8. 3292, An act to incorporate the Grand Council of the United
States of the Improved Order of Red Men.

The SPEAKER announced his signature to enrolled bills of
the following titles:

S. 4302, An act to amend the provision in an aet approved
March 3, 1899, imposing a charge for tuition on nonresident
pupils in the public schools of the Districet of Columbia ;

S.4426. An act to amend section 927 of the Code of Law for
the District of Columbia, relating to insane criminals; and

8.4168. An act to correct a typographical error in act ap-
proved July 1, 1898, entitled *An act to vest in the Commission-
ers of the District of Columbia control of street parking in said
Distriet.”

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

By unanimous consent, Mr. Scrocey was granted leave of
absence indefinitely, on account of illness.

Mr. OVERSTREET. Myr. Speaker, I move that the House
do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 o'clock and 5
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 12
o’clock noon.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com-
munications were taken from the Speaker’'s table and referred
as follows:

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a
copy of a letter from the Secretary of War submitting an esti-
mate of appropriation for relief of Col. Luis Fontana y Esteve,
of Iligan, Mindanao, P. I.—to the Committee on Claims, and
ordered to be printed.

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, submitting, with
a copy of a communication from the Auditor of the Department,
a recommendation as to the destruction of certain papers—to
Joint Select Committee on Disposition of Useless Papers in the
Executive Departments, and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Iule XIITI, bills and resolutions of the fol-
lowing titles were severally reported from committees, deliv-
ered to the Clerk, and referred to the several Calendars therein
named, as follows:

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on Election of President,
Vice-President, and Representatives in Congress, to which was
referred the House joint resolution (H. J. Res. 120) proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, provid-
ing for the election and term of office of members of Congress,
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report
(No. 8165) ; which said joint resolution and report were re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. BATES, from the Joint Select Committee on Disposition
of Useless Papers in the Executive Departments, to which was
referred House Document No. 593, relative to the disposition of
useless papers in the Treasury Department, reported the same,
accompanied by a report (No. 3168); which saild document
and report were referred to the House Calendar.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions of
the following titles were severally reported from committees,
delivered to the Clerk, and referred to the Committee of the
Whole House, as follows:

Mr. SPIGHT, from the Committee on the Merchant Marine
and Fisheries, to which was referred the bill of the House
(H. R. 11932) to grant American registry to the bark Home-
qeard Bound, reported the same withont amendment, accompa-
nied by a report (No. 316G) ; which said bill and report were
referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. GOULDEN, from the Committee on the Merchant Marine
and Fisheries, to which was referred the bill of the House
(H. R. 7014) to provide American registers for the steamers
AMarie and Success, reported the same without amendment, ac-
companied by a report (No. 3167) ; which said bill and report
were referred to the Private Calendar.

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS.

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred
as follows :

By Mr. DENBY : A bill (H. R. 18022) to suspend the coming
of Chinese laborers into the United States, and to provide for
the admission into the United States of certain other Chinese
persons and persons of Chinese descent, and for other pur-
poses—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. MURPHY : A bill (H. R. 18023) in relation to prac-
tice in civil actions in the District of Columbia—to the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 18024) for the con-
trol and regulation of the waters of Niagara River, for the
preservation of Niagara Falls, and for other purposes—to the
Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

By Mr. CRUMPACKER: A bill (H. R. 18025) to regulate
shipping in trade between ports of the United States and ports
or places in the Philippine Archipelago, between ports or places

in the Philippine Archipelago, and for other purposes—to the
Committee on Insular Affairs.

By Mr. STEENERSON: A bill (H. R. 18026) permitting the
building of a dam across the Mississippi River near the eity of
Bemidji, Beltrami County, Minn.—to the Committee on Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. PATTERSON of North Carolina: A bill (F. R. 18027)
to provide for the purchase of Fort Fisher, in the State of North
Carolina, and to establish a national park thereat, and so forth—
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. PARSONS: A bill (H. R. 18028) making appropria-
tions for the repair and improvement of the court-house and
post-office building at New York City, N. Y., and the sidewalks
surrounding the same—to the Committee on Public Buildings
and Grounds.

By Mr. LOUD: A bill (II. It. 18029) te fix the salaries of tea
examiners at the various ports of the United States—to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Military Affairs: Al
bill (H. R. 18030) making appropriations for the support of
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1907,
and for other purposes—to the Union Calendar.

By Mr. STEPHENS of Texas: A joint resolution (H. J. Res.
135) to reduce the rentals of certain Indian lands in Oklahoma
Territory—to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred
as follows:

By Mr. ALLEN of Maine: A bill (H. R. 18031) granting an
increase of pension to Daniel H. Toothaker—to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BARTLETT: A bill (H. R. 18032) granting an in-
c;‘ease of pension to Mary H., Scott—to the Committee on Ien-
slons.

By Mr. BONYNGE: A bill (H. R. 18033) granting an in-
crease of pension to Ida R. Broadwell—to the Committee on
Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BRUNDIDGE: A bill (H. R. 18034) granting a pen-
sion to Mary A. Montgomery—to the Committee on Pensions,

Also, a bill (H. R. 18035) granting a pension to Jacob N.
MecCullough—to the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18036) granting a pension to William
White—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18037) granting a pension to John 8. Al-
derson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18038) granting an increase of pension to
I. W. Briggs—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18039) granting an increase of pension to
John W. Stephens—to the Committee on Invalid I’ensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18040) granting an Increase of pension to
Thomas Akin—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. IR. 18041) granting an increase of pension to
William R. Hiner—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 18042) granting an increase
of pension to James H. Sinclair—to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. BYRD: A bill (H. R. 18043) for the relief of Thomas
P. Burnham, administrator of the estate of D. J. Burnham,
deceased—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. CAMPBELL of Ohio: A bil (H. R. 18044) granting
an inerease of pension to Thomas Murphy—to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. CUSIHMAN: A bill (H. R, 18045) granting an in-
crease of pension to John M. Webb—to the Committee on In-
valid Pensions.

By Mr. DICKSON of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 18046) granting
an increase of pension to John H. Allison—to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions. _

By Mr. HILL of Connecticut: A bill (H. R. 18047) granting
an increase of pension to William Carpenter—to the Committee
on Pensions,

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 18048) granting a pension to
Mary G. Cummins—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18049) granting an increase of pension to
James M. Means—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. KEIFER (by request) : A bill (H. R. 18050) to en-
able the President to restore Second Lieut. Henry Ossian Flip-
per to duty, rank, and status in the United States Army—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. KENNEDY of Nebraska: A bill (H. R. 18051) for
the relief of Charles A. Hubbard—to the Committee on Ciuims.
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By Mr. LAFEAN: A bill (H. R. 18052) granting a pension
to John Lewis Bernard Breighner—to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. CHARLES B. LANDIS: A bill (H. R. 18053) grant-
ing a pension to Willls R. Denny—to the Committee on In-
valid Pensions.

By Mr. LAW: A bill (H. R. 18054) granting an increase of
pension to Stewart J. Donnelly—to the Committee on Inyalid
Pensions.

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A bill (H. R. 18055) for the relief
of the estate of Solomon Landis, deceased—to the Committee
on War Claims,

By Mr. McGUIRE: A bill (H. R. 180566) granting an in-
crease of pension to Moses Davis—to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. MACON: A bill (H. R. 18057) for the relief of the
(é‘i]t{;te of James 8. Ford, deceased—to the Committee on War

aims.

Dy Mr. MILLER: A bill (H. R. 18058) granting an increase
oif pension to John Bailey—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions.

By Mr. MOUSER : A bill (H. R, 18059) granting an inecrease
of pension to Catherine McDowell—to the Committee on In-
valid Pensions.

By Mr. MURPHY : A bill (H. R. 18060) granting a pension to
Shray J. Harwood—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18061) granting an increase of pension to
Oliver W. Shockley—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (I1. R. 18062) granting an increase of pension to
Henry Shireman—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Algo, a bill (H. R. 18063) granting an increase of pension to
William C. Peterson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18064) granting an increase of pension to
James M. Watts—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18065) to amend and correct the records
of Company I, Fourth Regiment Missouri Volunteer Infantry,
by including the name of William J. Elmer therein, with the
dates of his enlistment and discharge—to the Committee on
Military Affairs.

By Mr. NORRIS: A bill (H. I&. 18066) granting an increase
of pension to Alexander M. Fergus—to the Committee on Inva-
lid Pensions.

By Mr. RANSDELL of Louisiana: A bill (H. R. 18067) grant-
iIng an increase of pension to Joseph Guiott—to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. RUPPERT : A bill (H. R. 18068) removing the charge
of desertion from the naval record of Frederick T. Thompson—
to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

By Mr. SAMUEL: A bill (H. R. 18089) granting an increase
of pension to Cornelius Vanderbilt—to the Committee on Inva-
lid Pensions.

By Mr. SCHNEEBELI: A bill (H. R. 18070) for the relief
of Josiah Saudt—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18071) for the relief of Samuel Snyder—
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr, SMITH of Texas: A bill (H. R. 18072) granting an
inerease of pension to Charles . Bracken—to the Committee
on Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 18073) granting an increase of pension to
Mary McFarlane—to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. STANLEY : A bill (H. R. 18074) for the relief of the
estate of W. C. Russell, deceased—to the Committee on War
Claims.

By Mr. SULZER: A bill (H. R. 18075) granting a pension to
Anna B. Kingston—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Iy Mr. ZENOR : A bill (H. R. 18076) granting an increase of
pension to Elizabeth Dartley—to the Committee on Invalid
Pengions.

CHANGE OF REFERENCE.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXT1I, the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R.
17547) granting an increase of pension to Florence L. M.
Mentz, and it was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and pa-
pers were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows :

By Mr. ACHESON : Petition of the T 8quare Club, of Phila-
delphia, for preservation of Niagara Falls—to the Committee
on Rivers and Harbors. ]

By Mr. ADAMS of Pennsylvania: Petition of the T Square

Club, of Philadelphia, for preservation of Niagara Falls—tfo the
Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

Also, petition of Andrew Eissler, jr., et al., for the Gardner
bill favoring restriction of immigration—to the Committee on
Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. AIKEN: Paper to accompany bill for relief of Eliza-
beth Hodges—to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. BARTHOLDT : Petition of the St. Louls Credit Men's
Association, against repeal of the bankruptey law—to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Also, petition of Camp Lorance B. De Witt, Army of the Phil-
ippines, for bill by Mr. Rogerr W. BoNYNGE, of Colorado, rela-
tive to medals for officers and enlisted men of the Army—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, petition of citizens of St. Louis County, against consoli-
dation of third and fourth class mail matter—to the Committee
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. BEALL of Texas: Paper to accompany bill for relief
of Andrew C. Woodard—to the Committee on Pensions,

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of J. J. Elliott—to the
Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. BENNETT of Kentucky: Paper to accompany bill for
relief of Thomas B. Hutchinson—to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of W. H. Dobbins—to
ithe Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BINGHAM : Petition of the T Square Club, of Phila-
delphia, against commerical spoliation of Niagara Falls—to the
Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

By Mr. BOUTELL: Petition of citizens of Glenwood, Iowa,
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. BRUNDIDGE : Paper to accompany bill for relief of
Thomas Aiken—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of William R. Hiner—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of Willlam White—to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, petition of the Independence County (Ark.) Union, for
a parcels-post law—ito the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of John W. Stephens—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BURLEIGH : Petition of Victor Grange, North Fair-
field, Me., for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol—to.
the Committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. CLARK of Florida: Petition of many citizens of New
York and vicinity, for relief for heirs of victims of General Slo-
cum disaster—to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. COLE: Petition of citizens of Bellefontaine, Ohio,
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia—ito the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin: Petition of citizens of Racine
and Somers, Wis., against religious legislation in the District of
Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. DARRAGH : Petition of citizens of Lakeview, Mich.,
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. DRISCOLL: Petition of Kemp, Burpee & Co., the
Syracuse Chilled Plow Company, and A. R. Fairbanks et al., for
repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol—to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Mr. FOWLER: Petition of citizens of Elizabeth, Dover,
Rahway, Rockaway, Plainfield, Hope, Summit, Roselle, and
Westfield, N. J., for bill II. R. 15442—to the Committee on Immi-
gration and Nataralization.

By Mr. GARDNER of Massachusetts: Petition of the Twenty-
fourth Club of Haverhill, Mass.,, for legislation to improve the
condition of women labor in the United States—to the Com-
mittee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts: Petition of North Brook-
field (Mass.) Grange, for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized
alecohol—to the Commiftee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GLASS: Paper to accompany bill for relief of William
H. Patterson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. GOEBEL: Petition of the Nomad Club, of Cincinnati,
Ohio, for preservation of Niagara Falls—to the Committee on
Rivers and Harbors,

By Mr. GOLDFOGLE: Petition of the National Council of ®
Women of the United States, for a child's bureau in the Dis-
triet of Columbia (child-labor bill)—to the Committee on the
District of Columbia.

By Mr. GRAHAM: Petition of J. M. McElvany et al., for
relief of the landless Indians of northern California—to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.
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By Mr. HAMILTON : Petition of citizens of Bangor, Mich.,
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

Also, petition of soldiers of Summitsville, Ind., for increase of
pension for ex-prisoners of war (H. R. 15585)—to the Commit-
tee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. HASKINS: Petition of Eclipse Grange, of Thetford,
‘Vt., for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol—to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HAYES : Petition of the First Congregational Church
of Redwood City, Cal., for relief for Indians of California—to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Also, petition of J. G. Watson et al., for relief of certain land-
less Indians in northern California—to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

Also, petition of the National Council of Women of the United
States, for bills 8. 50 and H. R. 4462 and 6001 (child-labor
bills)—to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

Also, petition of citizens of Santa Clara County, Cal, for re-
;Ie-lr of Indians in California—to the Committee on Indian Af-

airs.

Also, petition of M. Bulman, against passage of bill H. R.
12973—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. HILL of Connecticut: Paper to accompany bill for
relief of William Carpenter—to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. HOUSTON: Paper to accompany bill for relief of
estate of N. B. Reese (previously referred to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions)—to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. LAFEAN: Petition of A. B. Farquhar, of York, Pa.,
for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol—to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: Paper to accompany bill for relief
of estate of Solomon Landis, of Fulton County, Ga.—to the
Committee on War Claims,

By Mr. LOUD : Petition of many citizens of Michigan, against
religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the Com-
mittee on the Distriet of Columbia.

Also, petition of citizens of Rose City, Mich., against religious
legislation in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on
the District of Columbia.

By Mr. PEARRE : Petition of citizens of Takoma Park, Md.,
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. REEDER : Petition of citizens of Glen Elder, Kans.,
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the
Committee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr, SCHNEEBELI : Petition of the Baltimore and Phila-
delphia Steamboat Company, against bill H. R. 17129 (on a pat-
ented article—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce,

Also, petition of Henson & Pearson, the Provident Lumber
Company, the Lumberman's Exchange, the W. M. Lloyd Com-
pany, and the II. C. Patterson Company, all of Philadelphia, for
bill H. R. 5281—to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and
Fisheries.

By Mr. SMITH of Kentucky: Paper to accompany bill for
relief of William Petit—to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. SOUTHARD : Petition of Cuyahoga Lodge, No. 20, of
the Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron-ship Builders of
Ameriea, for the shipping bill—to the Committee on the Mer-
chant Marine and Fisheries,

Also, petition of M. C. Trout, urging that the Postmaster-
General be required to show cause for issuing the fraud order
against the People’s Bank—to the Committee on Rules,

Also, petition of Katherine C. Murphy, Mrs. W. A. Somer-
ville, and Mrs. Ella C. Magruder, for legislation to investi-
gate the industrial condition of women in the United States—
to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

Also, petition of numerous veteran soldiers of Ohio, for the
Dalzell bill (H. R. 9)—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SPIGHT: Papers to-accompany bill H. R. 17944,
relative to a bridge across Tallahatchie River, Mississippi—to
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

Dy Mr. TOWNSEND : Petition of Onsted (Mich.) Grange, for
repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol—to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

Also, petition of citizens of Jackson County, Mich., against
religious legislation in the District of Columbia—to the Com-
mittee on the District of Columbia.

By Mr. WEEMS: Petition of R. P. Scott et al.,, for repeal of
revenue tax on denaturized alcohol—to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of Theodore T.
Buell—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

SENATE.

Trurspay, April 12, 1906.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. EpwaArp 1, HALE.

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday's
proceedings, when, on request of Mr. CurLsersoN, and by unani-
mous consent, the further reading was dispensed with.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Journal stands approved.

BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica-
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter
from the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
submitting an increase in the force provided for in the legisla-
tive, executive, and judicial appropriation bill as proposed by
the House of Representatives, and heretofore paid from the
appropriations for engraving and printing, and suggesting an
amendment to the restrictive provision in connection therewith;
which, with the accompanying paper, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed.

FOREST RESERVES,

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica-
tion from the Secretary of Agriculture, transmitting, in response
to a resolution of the 5th instant, a statement of the amount of
money that has been collected under the provisions of section &
of an act entitled “An act providing for the transfer of forest
reserves from the Interior Department to the Departmment of
Agriculture,” approved February 1, 1905, and the approximate
estimate of the amount that will be collected during the present
fiscal year, etc.; which, on motion of Mr. HEYBURN, was ordered
to lie on the table, and be printed.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. :

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J.
Browning, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had
passed the following bills with amendments; in which it re-
guested the concurrence of the Senate:

8. 980, An act to authorize the sale of a portion of the Lower
Br:lxle Reservation in South Dakota, and for other purposes;
an

8. 2188. An act granting to the city of Durango, in the State
of Colorado, certain lands therein described for water reservoirs.

The message also announced that the House had agreed to
the amendments of the Senate to the following bills:

H. R. 6158. An act granting an increase of pension to Henry
Rittenhouse ;

H. R. 6401. An act granting an increase of pension to Wil-
liam V. Van Ostern;

H. R. 9924. An act granting an increase of pension to Carrie
A. Conley ;

H. R. 11748. An act granting an increase of pension to James
Wilson ; and

H. R. 13010. An act granting an increase of pension to Alice
B. Hartshorne.

The message further announced that the House had passed a
bill (H. R. 12872) to amend an act entitled “An act to amend
and codify the laws relating to municipal corporations in the
district of Alaska,” approved April 28, 1904; in which it re-
quested the concurrence of the Senate.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. f

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House
had signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon
signed by the Viee-President:

8. 3202, An act to incorporate the Grand Council of the United
States of the Improved Order of Red Men;

8.4168. An act to correct a typographical error in aet ap-
proved July 1, 1898, entitled “An act to vest in the Commission-
ers of the Distriet of Columbia control of street parking in said
Distriet; ™

S.4302. An act to amend the provision in an act approved
March 3, 1899, imposing a charge for tuition on nonresident
pupils in the public schools of the District of Columbia ;

8. 4426. An act to amend section 927 of the Code of Law for
the District of Columbia, relating to insane eriminals; and

I1. R. 12843. An act to amend the seventh section of the act
entitled “An act to establish circuit courts of appeals and to
define and regulate in certain cases the jurisdiction of the courts
of the United States, and for other purposes,” approved March
3, 1891, and the several acts amendatory thereto.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of the Flatbush
Taxpayers’' Association, of Brooklyn, N. Y., praying for the

enactment of legislation providing for the construction of a
United States battle ship at the Brooklyn Navy-Yard;
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

which
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